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COMMUNION.

—

Onoof thererious obstacles to the progrees of
an intelligont faitk in Christand His truth, and
espocislly of an intelligent apprehension of the
practical duties of the Christian life iy the per-
sistent preaching of conversion a8 the all in all
of roligion. This is insisted on with perpetual
iteration, as though it alone included the wiole
round of belicf and practice. It is oconsidered
that » man must puss throngh & kind of suddon
and saperpatural experionce in order to become

in any sense & Christian, and unless he is *‘ con-
verted”” in tho approved manner there is oo
chance for him in this world or the next.
Doubtless most men need a ohange in their
thoughts, motivesand manner of living_before
they can become true disciples of the Master,
bat thig is not saying that this ono thought of
spaamodic conversion must bo forever dinned
in their ears as the beginnieg and eud of re-
ligion. There are other things worthy of
thonght Lo make our faith the gnide and ballast
of life. Poersocal religion in the heart, and in
the life, is a growth, an education, a discipline,
& training, sud we need to be gathering apiritu
al materisls every duy from the dawn of intel-
ligencoe to the ond of lifo; from the Bible, by
prayer, by studious meditation, to make the
most ot lifo hero, and to dress our souls for en-
trapce into 8 better and purer world, By thia
means we have a basis of knowledgo, & basis of
truth, upon which inward experience ard ont-
ward sets roay rest.  Then s man is farnished
with tho rcquiroments that life brings, strength
1o resist temptation, to subdue the passions, to
conquer self and selfishness ; grace to warm the
affootions and quicken the sympathies; and wis-
dom to tell and live the troth, to say the right
thing at 1ho right time, to bestrictly just in ull,
his dealings, and 1o live out a white, honest
character, thut will be better evidence of his
conversion than falsome talk about the ' state

of his soul.”

The result of this continued ingistence on
this one idea is that it leads mea to think that
by some mysterious process they have been
mado over so as to be above tho ordinary
tomptations and frailties of mankind ; and hav-
ing “gou religion™ they imugine they havo
got so much that it will oarry them along
without soy efforts of their own, nor do they
suppose thul their roligion has anything to
do with right living, with honesty, truth
aud fairness as the world goes: liko the woman
who sunounced that she had arrived at  per-
_ footion,” and prooceded deliberstely to chest
hor tradesman. Ard another more disastrous
vosult is that this thing all their lives are wait-
ing for an ‘“ cxperience” to come from above,
under su impression that they have nothing to
de, and cun do nothing toward comiog to
a knowledge of the Saviour.

So they wait all thoir lives for & vague, indo-
finite thing that is made to_take the place of a
right faith and life, and oither imagine they
have been left out of the clect, and are not to
be copverted, or, like some hard headed man of
the world, conolnde that the whole business of
religion is a sham. A Mothodist minister re-
porting his work in the slums of Liondon, saya:
¢ Ono who has had s widespread experience for
wwonty yoars may be allowed to say that the
more striking & conversion is the less likely it
is to bo abiding. To rest re from a prodigal
life is & good investment, but to prevent such a
lito is & better investmont still. By steadily
influenving the young, by persuading ghem 10
take the right turn at life’s transition time, wo
aro avoiding the necessity for a siartling awsk-
oning for the future.”—The Church News.

Help me. dear Lord, from day to day,
<o live more mearly as I pray.”
Aud lest e'on then I ive for nought,

Teach mo to pray justas I ought.—P.RN.

HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

FaoM THE MonE BEVERENT SOLEMNIZATION OF
HoLy MATRIMONY.

[ Drawn up by o Commitiee appointed by the
Chapter of the Rural Deanery of Rugeley (Dio-
cese of Lichfield).]

1. The roverent gelebration of the serviuve
muast depend ohiefly on thespirit in which mar-
ringe is generally regarded, It is, however, to
be foared that thereisa general tendency in the
present day to look at holy matrimony aslittle
better than a human ocontrael. Every effort
should therefore bs mads to get people to take
aright view of that holy state. This will bost
be done by teaching the young, from their
earliest years, to remember that marriuge is &

Diviune institation, and by taking due care that
the office of holy matrimony shoald slways be
solemnized with fitting roverence, Children
in their sohool days should be taught that wed.
ded life is & most pure and blessed state, institu-
ted by God, aud hallowed by Christ, All light
speaking aud jokes about tho subject should
not enly be duwcouraged, but made to appear,
as they really ave. of the nature of sin, Bvery
means should be taken to improve the tone of
pablio opinion in this respest. The clergy
should speak plainly on these matters, both in
privato teschings and in ‘public ministrations.
They might well do this on the occasions when
the Charch rofera to marriage in the lessons,
&n,, e, g. second Sundsy after Epiphsuy,

II. Nothing would be more likoly to stop the
growing praotice of marriage betore the Regis-
teur than clear, definite teaching on the sacred
ckaracter of holy matrimony. Whore, howewver,
a oivil marrisge has takon pluce, it should be
explained that God's blessing ought to be sought
throagh the ministration of the Church, and
the Marriage Service should be used; though,
of sourse, no entry could bo made in the Parish
Register, It might be found well to keop a
separate register for such marriages,

IIT. When notlice ia given of an intended
marrisge, the parties might profitably be ad-
vised to read over the service carefally; and
sach & book might be put into their hands as
“The form of Sclemuisation of Matrimony, with
Explunatory Obsorvations, by the Rev. G. Ven-
ables (Wells Gardner, price 1d.}, or “ Thoughts
for those about to be Married” (8.P.C.K., No.
1,972, price 1s, 4d. per 100), or * The Form of
Solemnization of Matrimony, with introducvion
and Notes, " by the Rev, E. L. Cutts (S.P.C. K,,
price Zs. 6d.).

1V. The following suggestions may be fornd
Lelpful towsards making the service itself more
reverent snd impressive :—

1. The church should be in decent order;
coverings removed, &. Where varied aluar
cloths are wsed, the Holy Table should be
vested in white, and fresh flowers placed there
on,

2. Those who come morely to gaze, shouid
be invited to enter tho church. Where it can
be so arranged, some of the ohurch helpers
might be asked to interest themselves in this,
as wall ag in the seating of the congregation
and providing them with Prayer-Books, or
torms of service (8.P.C.X., 16s. per 100), or
ourds.

3. The clerk, or othor church helper depnted
for the purpose, might meot the bridal party at
the church door, and give them instruction—

(a) As to their position—the man on the
right hand of the woman,

(b) As to taking off their gloves.

{¢) As to having the * ring” and **
1eady.

(d) Asto the joining snd loosing of right
hands.

(e) As to the giving away the bride.

(N.B.—It might be well for the clerk to be

duty”

provided with changes, and an offerlory en-
velope, in which to enclose * the duty to the
priest and clerk,” so that it may bo placed
with the ring, on the book at the right time, a3
the rubric dirests.)

4. Tho offsiating minister shoald be in readi
ness to receive the bride and bridegroom a8
they come up the charch,

5. As tho Rabric provides that the persons
are to be married '* in the body of the charch,”
it is evident that this part of the service should
take place in the nave,

6. Before the service is begun, the minister
and people should kneel in silent prayer.

7. In repealing the vow after the minister,
when the bride snd bridegroom are not uging
their Prayor Books it might be helpful if the
winister were to show his book—the better to
touch them the words that have to be repeated.

8 Both the *ring” and the “duty” should
be laid by the bridegroom upon the book, (The
money, if enclosed in an envelope as suggested,
might afterwarda be placed between the leaves
of the book, or reosived in an offertory bag and
then luid on the bouk.)

9. The “ man” and the * woman” should be
instructed to remain.on their knees from the
prayer, * Bternsl God ."to the con-
clusion of the blessing.

10, I the latter part of the service, only the
“man' and the *' woman” ehould follow the
minister when he goos to the * Lord’s Table,”
and kneol by themselves at the altar steps.

11. The psalm ended, tho ministor might
first say, ©* Let us pray,” before the Lesser
Litany.

12. At the close of the service, s practical
addross might be given on the duties of mas
and wife, as suggested by the Ruabric, with an
earnest oxhortation lo the newly married per-
sons to receive the Holy Communioa at the
esrlisst opportunity, if thore is no celebration
immediately following. If therei- & colebra-
tion at the time, the address should take the
place of the sermon in that office.

(Saituble addresses will bo found at the end
of the Rev. G. Venables' book (ses above IIL.)
or in Bishop How’s * Pastor in Parochia ")

13 When there is no Communion, it would
mnch conducs to the reverent conelusion of the
service if all present were invited to kneel
down, and the office finished, a3 is often the
oustom after an ordinary sermon, with s Col-
leci and the Blessing.

14. When praclicable, it would be well to axr-
range for the help of an organist, to play a
voluntary both before and after the serviee;
and bymns might be introduced, even should
there be n¢ choir, Suitable places for such
singing wounld be, at the beginning of the of-
fice, a8 woll as before and after the address.

15. The objectionable practice of throwing
rice in the church or churchyard should be dis-
couraged ; nor should any demonstration be
made which would distarb thesolemnity of the
oceasion.

The ancient costom of sirewing flowors might
advantageously be encouraged.

16. The following might be found useful to
be given in the vestry :— ' Hoirs together of
Life,” by the Rev. Capel Care S.P.C K., No.
2,164, price 18, per 100); or a “ Memorial
Curd,” which may sisv_be had from S.P.C.K.—
The Family Churchman,

GYPSY CHRISTIANS.

A little ocourrence which indicates the hold
the Church and her ways pressed upon those
who havo roceived Her narture, befell the As-
sistant a fow Snndays since. A few weeks ago
two families of gypsies wandered into Omahs
and pitched their tents in the bottoms, near the
river. Qne of the children, a little girl baby,
sickened and died after a short illness. The
people, strange to say, were communicsnts of



