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Poctrn.
TO A CHILD IN PRAYER.

Fold thy little hands in prayer,
Bow down at thy mother's knee;
Now thy sunny face is fair,
Shining through thy goldon hair,
Thine eyes are passion-free ;
And pleasant thoughts. like garlands, bind thee
Unto thy home, yet grief’ may tind thee—
Then pray, child, pray!

Now thy voung heart, like a bird,
Singeth in its summer-nest;
No evil thought, no unkind word,
No chilling Autumn-wind hath stire'd
T'he beauty of thy rest:
But Winter cometh, and decay
Shall waste thy verdant home away—
‘Then pray, child, pray !

Thy bosom is a house of glee,

And gladness harpeth at the door;
While ever with a joyful shout,
Ilope, the May-queen, danceth ont.

Her lips with music running o'er

But Time those strings of joy will sever,
And Hope will not dance on for ever—
Then pray, child pray}.

Now thy mother's voice abideth
Round thy pillow in the night;
And loving fect crecp to thy bed,
And o'er thy quiet face is shed
The taper’s shaded Jight:
But that sweet voice will fade away 3
By thee no more those feet will stay-—

Then pray, child, pray!
Comereatrons at Cambr :rlge.

BElli.BY PORTEUS, BIS[:'{OP OF LONDON.
Berny PorTevs was one of the many distinguished prelates
who have adorned the Episcopal Bench of our Church, who have
risen to eminence from a very humble sphere of life; for-his
was no solitary instance of humbleness 6f birth being no bar to

ccclesiastical promotion. He was a native of Ripon in York-
shire. His father, a tradesman_ of no great business, sent him
to the free grammar-school of that place, from whence he pro-
cecded, at an earlier -uge than usual, to Cambridge, where he
became a member.of Christ’s College. “He obtained the degree
of B. A. in 1752, his namo appearing.in the tripos as a Wrang.
ler, and also was one of the successful competitors for the
medals, then just instituted as rewards for classical attainments,
by the Duke of Newcastle, the chancellar of the University,—
the other successful competitor - being Francis Maseres, after-
wards cursitor baron of the exchequer. :

In 1754, Mr. Porteus was nominated one of the esquire be-
duls, which office lie retained for sixteen months. - He took the
degree of M. A. in 1755, was speedily afterwards appointed
fellow of his college, and one of the preachers at Whiiehall.

In 1759, he obiained the Seatonian prize-poem; the subject
« Death,” which, on its - publication, attracted considerable no-
tice.  The poem is too well known to requne any comment on

its merits.
In 1761, M. Porteus preached his famous sermon before - the

his future preterments. The subject was; * The Charactér *of
David, King of Istael, impartially stated.”His reason’ for

¢hoosing this subject is thus stated’ by himself. © Some very’ .

open attacks having been lately made on the character of- king’
David, and" the authority of the sacred writers; in a pomphlet
entitled, ¢ The History of the Man after God’s own heart;’

which, howevcr contemptrble in point of argument to' men tho-
roughly acquainted with the language of Scripture, was yet, by
the boldness of its assertions, thé vivadity of its, numour, -and the
freedom of its remarks, extremely well calculated to'seize’ the
imagination of the gay, and impose on the credulity - of the in-
expctteneed ~jt seemied notimproper orunseasonable, in‘a place
of public education, to furnish the young mind with a’few gene-
ral truths and leadmg principles relative to the subject; to set
the questron in a proper point of view ; to take off the drsguree
that buffoonery had thrown over it; end to.prepare the way for
a more accurate discussion of particulars, which: there is réason
to expect soon from a person (Dr. Chandler) well qualified’ for
the undertakmg 2 " Aad he'justly comments “on the cruelty of
infusing suspicions into honest, unsuspcctmg hearte, of unfixing
their principles, desteoying ‘their tradquillity,'and ‘perplexing
them with doubts and drﬁiculues, which, though really insignifi-

cant, yet, for want of proper helps, they are not able to surmount,
and which often’ produce such distress and’ agony of mmd as u
10 be conceived only by those who have expertenced it

There is good reason to suppose thet the perusal of thls dis: | foun!

course more especially ‘introduced M. Porteus to the notice ‘of

Archbrshoo Secker; for he was rmmedtetely “afierwards” ep- ies

pomted one of his ‘grace's cheplatns, and soon after presented in
succession to two rectorres, one in Keni, the othe in Mtddlesex
A prebendrtl ‘stall in'the cathedral of Peterborough was added’to
his other prcferments' and’ in 1765, he married Miss Hodgeon,
of Matlock, in Derbyshrre. "Two'years. at’terwards ke took ‘the
degree ot‘ D.'D.; aud, at lengtb thiough' the influence of the
Queen, as it is supposed was, in Janoary' 1777, ‘raised to the
episcopal bench, on the’ trenslanon of Dr. Markham from the

see of Chester to tbat of York Do
The observance of Good Frrday had, before this pertod nearly

fallen mto drsuse, more espermlly in the metropohs and its vr-‘

-

eyes against the blessed light of revealed truth.

but the incalculable misery into which they tou plainly foresaw

"1 course of lectures,

|a very unfavoureble aspect and exetted no small degree of un-

University, which'may fairly be reoarded as’the-foundation . of jenemtes of thts country were aln‘tost ‘every . where nbroad .and

'therr endeavours to dr‘Tuse the poreon of dtsaﬂ'eetron, rnﬁdeltty,
and a contcmp( of the Holy Scrtptures, through every part of the |

cinity ; and the Bishop of Chester now felt it his duty to pub-
ish an ¢ Exhortation’ on the subject, with the hope of stiength-
ening the resolutions of those whom he perceived to be anxious
(0 revive the strict nbservance of this solemu fust. This publi-
sution excited considerable opposition, and was replied to by Mr.
Robert Robinson, a dissenting winister resident at or ncar Cam.
bridge, who sent forth a work under the title of ** The History
and Mystery of Geod Friday.” To this the bishop did not
‘hink it right to publish any answer, He had the gratification
of perceiving that his * Exhortation” hed done much good, that
the attention of thousands was attracted by it, and that there was
» more general and serious observation of the *day’’ in ques-
tion. The bishop, at this period, published several single ser-
wons, and one or two volumes. In 1793, he published his ser-
mon before the * Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in
Foreign Parts,” and ncbly advecated the cause of the wretched
negroes, deprecating the slave-rade and all its horrors, which
was, in fact, the disgrace of a Christien land.

Suncay schools were about this time beginning to attract at-
tention ; ard the bishop, with a view of promoting their exten-
sion, publtshed “ A Letter to the Clergy of the Diocese of Ches-
ter concerning Sunday Schools,”” In 1787, on the death of Dr.
Lowth, he was, with the universal approbation of men of all
classes and sentiments, trauslated to the see of London, The
decided opponent of slavery; undéits most mitigated forms and
least repulsive horrors, the bishop, in his first charge to the clergy'
of his new diocese, adverted to the subject, He was the instru-
ment for forming the Society for the Conversion of Negrocs,
which was chartered in 1793; and of which the bishop indulged
the hope * that the same beneﬁcent spirit of the Gospel, which,
by degrees, extinguished pagun slavery, would also graduully,
and without injury to any one, relieve mankind from the pressure
of thisand every othier species of personal and per petunl slevery ”
We desive to bless and to praise God that the day, 'whtch the
good bishop desired to see, has dawncd upon every portron of the
British dominions.

The growth of infidel principles was now appavent on all
sides. - The French Revolution; with all its sanguinary deeds,
had presented an awful spectaclc of the deep depraviiy of the
human heart, and the fearful excess of riot into which man will
run when he casts off 'the fear of - the Sovercign Jehovah ; when
he ridicules the notion of judgment and eternity, and closcs his
Infidelity was
obviously gaining ground. Iis™advocates ' were at work, not
merely lucking in seeret places, but with unblushing front dis-
seminating their noxious principles. A spivit of carelessness and
indifference on religious subjcets was - apparent’ among persons
of ull ranks, and the seriously-minded . were overwhelmed with
grief, not'only for the dishonour cast on the Majesty of heaven,

the country. would be plunged by casting off the restraints of re-
ligion. The bishop of London felt himself called upon boldly
to step forward at such.a critical ‘junclure, and commeuce a
His motive cannot be better understood than
from his own_words_in .the preface to the volumes containing
them. * At the time when the following lectures were. first be-
gun, the political, moral, and religious state of the kingdom wore

easiness and ahtrm in evcry sertous end reﬂecnng mind, The

its sttll more formldablc enemies were mdefatt;ebly actrve in

kingdom, moré especially among the lower orders of the peoplc

by the most offensive and impious publications; while, at’ ‘the

same time, it must be acknowledgcd that among too inany ‘of
loved So'(rerergn o0 the Address which wé edoptcd a

the higher classes there prevailed, in the midst “of all our dis:
tresses, a spirit ‘of dissipation, profusion, and - voluptuous gately,
ill suited to the gloommess of our situation; and ill calculated to

secure'to us the protection of Heaven against the various dnngers _
thet ‘menaced us on every’ side.- “Under these circumstances it |
seemed to be " the duty of-every friénd to religion, morahty, good ;

order, and good government and more especially of the minis- |
§Dieeceen.

which God had blessed them, in order to counteract the baneful fwhrch hae emce removed hrm to hre place of reet, to permrt of

effects of - those - pesttlemml writings which: every: day . issued
from the press ; to give some check to the growing relaxation of g

ters of the Gospel,. 1o exert every power. and every talent, with

public manners; to state plainly and forcibly the evidences of

our faith, and the. genume doctrrnee of .our. rehgton, the true|

prtnerples of eubmlssron 1o our lewful govemou, the mode of
conduct in every relatron o( lht'e whtch the Gospel prescnbel fo
us, and to vrndrcate the truth,. dtvnrty, and dtvme authorrty ot’
the eeered wrtttngs. , All lhls efter“m'uch;delrberatton,v’_I‘ con-
ceived could in no other way be 50 ¢ '

recourae to thoee wrmngs tbemse!vea, by gomg beck 0 the'very
lri of truth end hohneu, and by drawmg t'rom thut same

e p

part‘sh c'hurcnot'r 8, Ja'mes-,m‘ fesl! !
It, please _God 10 bleee the attcmpt wrtb a degree of eueceee t’ar
l:eyond every thmg 1 could heve expected or, unagmed 1 heve

been ‘assured that several, even’ of, those qmopgst my audtenee ]

.....

thnt dtsbeheved or doubted . the truth of, Chuiétianily, were im1
pressed more { t'avourable opm;on both of i its, evrdences and
its doctrmes, nnd; wrth a: hrghcr veneranon for the saered wnu

eﬂ'ectuallu done as by ha mg_ g
vice of rehglon. Before hrs elevetron 10 ihe Eptscopete, he 'had"

of (his vast Dtocese,-- expo-ed to the vic

teel vrrtues eprtngmg from rt, and brenehmg out mto the verrour ,
f ml eoctel and domeatre h!e. The reeult war, hat.

tings, than they had before en_‘,te

ey

med 3 These lecturee, in-

————

dued, were attended by crowded audiences, and by persons of all
rehgrous persuasions, and were insirumental in producmg the
best cffects.

Bishop Porteus, thus actively engaged in the discharge of his’
various duties, w uh more cspecial refcrence to the good of his’
own diocese, was eminently useful as a defender of the Chris.
tion faith. His small work on the “ evidences” is a very useful
publication. A zealous supporter of every iustituiion having
for its object the glory of Giud and the good of man, his situation
in sgciety gave him a bt.neﬁcurl tuﬂuence, which he was ever
ready 1o exercise in tho cause of veligion. *““We have been
spending the st fortnight with my excelient fiiend, the Bishop
of London,” says Nrs. Ilunnah More, in a letier detcd June 8,
1805. * He is going on well, in the best sense, and has donu
himself great honour by the stand he has made against Suaday
concerts. e has written an _admirable letter, very sirong and -
very pious, but temperate and well.munnered, toall the great’
ladies concerned in this unchristinn practico. The eﬂ‘cct, I trust
will bo such as could be wished; they have in geueral bchuvct;
‘well, and promised amendment.”

The most decided step, however, which Bishop Porteus tooh
wrth reference 10 Sunday meetmgs for business or amusement,
was a very short time prevtous to his denth, whcn, having bcctt'
tnt‘ormcd of the institution of a club under the patronage of the
Prmce of ‘Wales, which was to meet on n Sunday, cven though
wetk in bodily frame und scarccly able to walk, he rcquested an’
uudteneo of the Prince, 10 onireat him to fix on some other day.
The Prince received the vencrable bishop most grectously
seemcd much uffccted, and ptomtecd thut his msh -should bt;
complied with,

The bishop’s frame was gradually sinking, .In the month of
Moy 1809, having arrived at Fulham, he was sctzed ofter din-
ner_with something like a convuleton, and fell into o quict slcep
from which he never uwoke. He hud fthuontly prayed,’ hu;
always with devout submission 10 the will of the Almighty, that
he might be spared the pangs of death; H end his prayer was
granted. '

Thus departed in peace the venorable Brshop Portcue tlmn
whom a more amiable, affuble, .and ktntl hearted. prelate trevct"
sut upon the episcopal bench. The friend of Hnnnah \dore. the
reader will find scattered. throughout tho, poges of the lifo of thm
ndmrrable woman by Mr, Roberts, many. i i
cumstunces recorded of the subject of this memoir, IIe wag e‘ |
‘map peeulmrly fitted’ t'or the see of London at. the ttymg" und
;ovemt’ul period when he was called to fill that most tmportunt
station ; and his namo wrll be honoured by pueteuty, ug one of
those who stood boldly forwsird to, clrttm for tho ewerthy child of.
bondnge and oppresston thé rights ot‘ a fellow- -cretture, und who.
teatified his deep anxiety that the evcrlustmg Goepel in ull it
life-giving power, and soul saving et'ﬁcacy, should bo cnrrted to ‘
the remotest regions of the hubrtable worh!

ADDRESS

'ro THE cesney oF THE mcnoucoumr oF romr, DY THE, uoN.
_AND VEN. THE:ARCHDEACON OF YORK. ~—DELIVERED AT TO.' .
. RONTO, ON ,WEDNESDAY 'rux 13tu u:rreunzu, 1837. S

'M y Reverend Brethren,

The meeting of the Clergy of the Estebhahed Chr
this’ Provmce, Held, in’ October laet, under thetr iwo ‘Arciide
cons, in the absence of the Bishop, may, wiih great
be consxdered an era in our Eccleetarncel Hretory:

the Secretary of State for the Colonics to be presented ;- .
_,are encouraged. {0 hope thiat ‘the: Dtoceeo will be dmded und‘
that this Province, at no distant perrod wrll be plec
supcrmtcndence of its own Buhop. s
!n regatd to annmtt Convocattons‘ nolhtng

"His Lordehtp was 160. far gono m “the’ mper

‘The’ great merits of Buhop BteWert nre eo well known" tof
you, my Reverend Brethren, that I feel” it impossible to’ edd to :
what your hearte and recohecuom wrll of themeelvee re' dily

for many years, boen’ trevelhng Mturon_ary through the 'whole :
t"ttade and pnvehone ,

e
dence and’ ‘esteem.” It was easy to see t_hur hie heurt wae wholly

in the work of epreodmg the Goepel aécording’



