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motioned Robert forwmd whilst he remained in the
b‘tckgxound, anxious to hear the vesult of the interview.
In an old-fashioned arm-chair sat the invalid, supported
by pillows.” An account-bool hy on his knee,  and his

- face,usually stern, wore an expression of unusual severity. ’

b 13031de him' stood o table to which Robert advanced, and
- ‘.J-hndmrr e was “not: ‘deressod said, ‘Lftcr an zL\va-Ird
‘pause, ¢ You sent for me, uncle S ar
. The old man fixed a leen. gue on his nophew svcountc-‘
“nance, and pointing with his finger to a row of ﬁgu]_‘c&
in the book before him, veplied, * ITow do you aceount
. for-this 27 ‘

- Robert glanced at the place indieated. «What is 1t
siv.?”

Do you observo the d’mtc, and: the amount of this
‘gumn’? ~ Mr. Bunker tells me the money in the till was
five 1)ouuds short when he counted it next morning, and
“as he was out most of the day, while you were left in
‘'sole charge, of course itis natural to suppose you are the

*

you to say ?”

it N'othmg, sir. I wasout part of the evemng 'Lfter'
Mr. Bunker’s return, so T do uot consuler myself wholly ’

accountable.”

- “You admit it looks suspicious ?” :
: “)I think you have very slight g grounds for-suspicion,
sir.

«Indecd! Do you deny having procured a postroﬁice
order for exactly the amount of the missing sum on the
following day ?”

«No, uncle, I do not wish to deny tlmt I enclosed

AR

‘the order to my sister, who wrote to me that my mother.

was ill, and in want of money to purchasc comforts

« Tt is scarcely likely that you lmd so much monoy in
hand sinee last quarter.”
: Robert was silent,

bnly one capable of explaining the nmt;ter. What have -
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