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NONTREAL AND THE TRANSPORTATION
QUESTION.

The present development along the Harbour
front and on the St. Lawrence.

THEm visit of the Toronto City Council and

Board of Trade'to Montreal for lthe purpose
of intspecting the iarbour facilities iii this city,
calls attention anîew to hIe whole problemu of
trausportatioli, one.of lte nost vital questions
confronting the people of Canada to-day. The
visiting delegation fromt Toronto inspected the
various iiiprovemieéuits and devices being used
by the 1-arbour Commîîissionters to facilitate the
transhipmtîent of goods from boat to wharf and
vharf to boat. They hlad pointed out to themit

lte workiigs of the grain cotveyors, lte
elevated tracks, the iew higli level docks, the
uses of the break-waters and the hunidred aud
onie other interesting facts ii connuection witli
lte improvement of the harbour. They learned
that Montreal now possesses one of lthe finest
iarbors in lthe world. This has been made so
througlh the energetic workinîgs of the -arbour
Commission, backed up by liberal expeniditures
by the Federal Goverînment, and Io a lesser ex-
tent by the co-operation of the railways..

'rhe history of the gro\vtii and developieit
of Mou treal's 1-larbour should afford encourage-
ment to Toronto or anty otiter cities anîxious to

develop its water front. For years Monttreal
suffered frot lte lack of proper iarbor facilities.

As Sir William Van Honte once tersely re-

miarked, " lin Canada we have developed lthe
hopper at the expense of the spout," mîîeaninîg

in plain language that Canada hîad expended
vast suns of muoniey ou lier railways and canals

navigation, the cianinel eig salow I paces witii lte iext year or tV. . grop o stip-
and at other places crooked anîd d uiffieuit to
navigate. 'Pe lMoitreal Harbour was at tliat
time rtu in a rallier " 11it a tid miss mla111er."
Somne years ago, iowever, the wiole water
front was placed under the direetton of a
Harbour Commission, consisting of tiree mcm.-
bers, all well-kutowi and experieiced men of
affairs. Under tlieir management lte liarbour

took on a new lease of life. The Commission
visited practically every great sea-port iii the
world, imakintg a study at first iaid of actual
cotidions conifroltinîg other cities anid 'tle
meuas beiig takent la overcoue tiiese probleits.
'They also secured lte most competent engineers
iii ltle world and gave tiem a free liand in
studying and suggesting plans for the better-
ment of lthe Montreai Harbour. After a re-
sidence of soie motlihs ii Montreail, tliey

prepared plans wltici were submiitted to the
larbourConuission ers. B3etween theplanssub-
imitted by tliese world-faimed eigiineers, the

plans devised by the Montreal Ilarbour Coim-
itmissioiers' ownt entginieers and tlie observatiois
antd conclusions arrived at by te Conunis-
sioniers Iletselves, a very coimtpreheisive and
thtorou ght plait of liarbor nutprormenteit Is was
decided upont. These were nlot made for the
tneeds of- the present day, but covered lthe
estimated growvtli and nîeeds of the city for 50
years to come. It is iii accordance witi those
far-reacini g plans that the present tremenldous
developiient is being carried oi along Mon-

treal's water front,
At the saute time lte Harbour Coimtissioners

were devoting their attention o tlie needs of

Montreal's Harbour, the Marine Departmtenit of

lthe Federal Governmitîent gave their undivided
attention to the straighteiiin, deepenitng aind
buoying of the St. Lawreice river from Mon-
treal to the sea. -luge dredges and sweepers

were put to work and the process of deepenitng
and straighlteninîg the chaniel proceeded witli.
Tue clainniel tnov lias a deplIt of 30 feet fromî

Moitreal to lthe sea and work is proceeding to
itake a 35 foot ciatittel tirougiotut lthe entire

distance. lhe cliattîtel ias ibeent iiproved lo
suicht ait extenit ltaIt lte file 15,000 toti boats Of
lte White Star Dominion Line are able to
come frot Quebec to Monitreal at nigiht. Tiese
are lthe largest boats usintg lthe St. Lawrence

route, and it speaks well for the safety of the
chiatiinel when they are able to ntavigate it dur-
ing lte itigit tie. Mr. Brodeur, Mintister of

and iad cloue little or nothiig in lte develop- Mlarinte, estimates tliat a uniforit deptIh of 35

ment of the harbour facilitieq. The resuit was feet at extreme low water in ltle ciannttel vill

congestion of the worst kinid. Tite railways bc accomItp]isI11na by 1912.

and canais brottglht vast quantities of grain and Witli lte development of the iarbour and the

other products to Motntreal and otlier ports, deepening of lte chainnel cale the desire and

ontly to finid that lte facilities for the trantship- nlecessity for dry docks, without these il Nwas

ment of cargoes were obsolete and auîtequated. feilt tliai the greaLest eiliciency could iot bc

piig -en, contracors, engitcers atd i tialiix

mneli have forlied a cotupally kitowil as lite

Dolmliniion Dry Dock Co., with Mr. Antdrewv A.

Allatn, as president. Tihis coipatty are plaît-

intg to erect several dry docks il the Dotinuion,

begittiittg wilit one at Levis. Its construction

will commence early iext Sprinlg inider the
stiperinttetndeecy of Sir Robert Perks. It is ex-

pected tliat Ilte dock will be ready for use in

Autgist, I9I1, anid will be of sufficient size to
take care of ainy vessels usiig tlie St. Lawrence

route. Negotiatiois are aiso goinîg ou bevtweein

lte Vickers Comnp~aty of Eîugilatd, and the Do-

itintion Governimîent for the estrblisimtîent of a

iarge floating dry dock iii the port of Mottreal.

A site lias already beei selected for this at

Lc.niigue Pointe, lthe Harbour Cônunttissionters antd
Federal Govermuiitent deeiiintg titis lthe itmost

suitable sight. li coniectioi witli lte estab-

iisliient of tihis dry dock, several allied iidi-

tries are being arranîged for, lte whole to

representt ait expenditure of over $5,ooo,ooo. It

is expectedl that this work ii coinîectioin with

tlie Montreal dry dock and the allied industries

will bc copileteCd inîside of tie iext two years.

Ili lthe mteatntitme, lthe developitnit ii cou-

niection with Montreal's Hatrbour is beiig

actively pusied by the itarbotr Conutissioniers.

As stated before, they are btil diitg for the *re-

quireients of 50 years ieice,. and of ntecessity

tieir plans mutîst be on a compreiensive scale.

Montreal is peculiarly fortuiate ii the fact that

site owis lie wvater front on botli sides of lthe

river for a distance of soute miles. Thtis gives

the Harbour Coiitissionters plenty of roomît iii

whîtich to build docks, railway tracks, elevators,
sleds, and ail lthe other |parapiernlalia essential

to a mltodertt port. Already 14 shteds htave beet
built, capable of storinig antd liandliing about

200,000 tois of freiglt a week. These are

steel structures of two sfories ui heigit, sur-
motunted by a grain conveyor Tley bave
slidinig doors along lte entire length of the
lower storey aid on cvery alterte patel iii lthe
ttpper storey. 'rite floors are laid witii cemielt,
lthe upper oiles iaving wire reiniorciig. The
gr-aii cotveyors are capable of distribuîtinîg

grain to a dozent diflerent occau stteatmisiip
bertis, and when the presentt plat of expasiont

is cotmîpleted lte wareiousing capacity of tlie
iarbour will bc doubled and lthe lower part of
lte Nwater front brougit into close and ready
communication witli the central portion. Pais
are being made by whiicli the preseit lineti

space of 10,ooo feel it ithe central iarbour vill

be doubled. This will prove a iecessity as the

tounage of lthe vessels enterinig the harbour dur-

iung lthe past five years lias doubled, and the

resources of lthe harbour are-beiig taxed to the

itmtost.


