
On the Hiflory. of the Tartars.

their very nature; as one of their OWII wrilers UtleIfCs, had befo-e been like
a 2ncurable diflemper, and t heir minds clouded wit h ignorance : thus alfo the

'rancheu monarchs of China have'been patrons of the learned and ingeni.
ous, and the Eniperor TiE.N -Loxc is, if he be 'now living, a fine Chineßr
poet. In all thefe infances the Tartars have.refeimîbled the Romans, who;
before they had fubdued Greece, were little bette; than tigers in war, andx-,
Fauns or Sylvans in fcience and art.

ßefoie i left Europe, 1 had inlifted in converfation, that the Tuzur,
tranteLd by Major DAvY, was never written by TAMu'R himielf, at lcaft
not as CAR wrotc his commentaries, for one very plain reafon, that no
Tartarian king of his age could write at all ; and, in fupport of my opinion,
I had cited Ils NU ARABSHA'H, who, though juftly hoftile to the favage,
by whorm his native city, Damafrus, had been ruined, yet praifes his ta-
lents and the real greatncs of his mind, but adds: " He was wholly illiter-
rate; he neither read nor " wrote any thing; and he knew nothing of Ara-
bic); though of Perfian, Tirkifh, and the Mogul dialed, he knew as nuch
as was fufficient for his purpofe, and no more: lie ufed with pleafure to
hear hiliorics read to Ilin, and fb frequently heard the fame book, that he
vasable by mernory to corred an inaccurate reader." This paffage had no

effea on the tranilator, whom great and 4earned vnen i India had ajfred,
it Èems, that the work ewas azthentick, by which lie meaned cempofed by the
conqaeror him/èlf: but the great in this country might have been unlearned;
or the /earned might not have becen great enough to anfwer any leading'quef-
tion in a manner that oppofed the declared inclination of a Briti/h inquirer
and, in cither cafe, fince no witneffes are named, fb general a reference to
thcm will hardly be thought conclufive evidence.* On ny part, I-wil.
name a Mufelman,- whom we all know, and who lias enough both of greati-
nefs and of learning to decide the quenion both impartially and fatisfaaorily;
the Nawwàb M 0 Z A FF E R JA N C informed me of his own accord, that no
i'an of fenfe in Hinduflàyt believed the work to have been compofed by TA i

MU R, lut that his favourite, furnamcd H i D Du SHiV', was known to have
written that book and others afcribed to his patron, after many confidenti-
al dilcourfes with the Emir, and, perhaps, nearly in the Prince's words as
well as in his perfon; a Rfory, which AL'of Tezd, whoattended thecourt
pf TAiMu'R, and has given us a flowery panegyrick inftead of a hiflory,
renders highly probabie, by confirming the latter part of the Arahian ac-
count, and by total filence as to the literary produaions of his mafter. It
is truc, that a very ingenious but indigent native, whom DAvY fupported,
has givén me a written memorial on the fubjea, in whicihhe mentions 'I i-
lU'R as the author of two works in Turki/b; but the credit of his informa-

tion is overfet by a ftrange apocryphal fLory of a king of Temen, who invad-
ed, lie fays, the Enmìr's dominions; and in whofe library the manufcript wa;
afterwards found, and tranilated by order of ALI>S-l', firift miniiter of
TAtIMu'ia's grandfon; and Major DAVY iimfelf, before lie departed from.
Bengal, told me, that he was greatly perplexed by finding in a very accu-.
rate and old copy of the Tuzuc, which he defigned to republih wiçh con -
iderable additions, a particularaccount, written unuqiefionably by TaiMu'a,

Of his own death. No evidence, therefore, has.been adduced to fhake my
Opinion, that, the Moguls and Tartars, before their conquefl of .Jndia and
Perfia, were wholly unlettered; although it may be poffible, that, even
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