On the Hiffory. of the Tartars, oty

their very naturé; asone of thewr own WTLiers Lux.ﬂc‘,l'i-CS, had before beegz like
an incurable diftemper, and thewr minds clouded with ignorance: thusalfo the
Manchew monarchs of C{zzna have‘bt-:cn_ patrons of the .legn'ncd and ingeni-
ous, and the Emperor 1 1ex-Long is, if he be 'now living, a fine Chinefe

oet. Inall theleinftances the Tartars have refembled the Romans, who,
before they had fubdued Greece, were little bettey than tigers in war, andx_,
Fauns or Sylvans in {cience and art. )

Befote [ left Europe, 1 had infited in converfation, that the Tuzuc,
trnfldted by Major Davy, wasnever written by Tainu’r himielf, at leaft
notas C£sar wrote his commentaries, for one very plain reafon,. that no
Tartarian king of his age could write at all ; and, in fupport of my opinion,
I had cited Isnu Aransua’s, who, though juftly hoftile to the favage,
by whom his native city, Damafcus, had besn ruined, yet praifes his ta-
lents and the real greatnefs of his mind, but adds: ¢ He was wholly illiter-
rate; he neither vead nor “wrote any thing; and he knew nothing of Arg:
bick; though of Perfian, Turkifh, and the Mogul diale€t, he knew as much
as was fufficient for his purpole, and no more: he ufed with plealure to
hear hiftories read to him, and o frequently heard the fame book, that he
wasable by memory to- corrett an inaccurate reader.”  This paffage had no
cftelt onthe tranilator, whom great and cearned men 1y India had affured,
it feems, that the work was authentick, by which he meaned campafed by the
conqueror bimfelf: but the great in this country might have been wnlearned,
or the learred might not have been great enough to anfwer any leading quef-
tion in a manner that oppofed the declared inclination ofa Brizifb inquirer
and, in cither cafe, fince no witnelles are named, fo general a reference to
them will hardly be thought conclufive evidence., On my part, [-will
name a Mufelman, whom we all know, and who has enough both of greas=
#efi and of learning to decide the queftion both impartially and fatista&torily:
the Newwaib MozarrFer Janc informed meof his own accord, that no
man of fenfe in Hindufan believed the work to have been compofed by Tax=
Mu’r, hut that his favourite, furnamed Hinpu Sua’n, wasknown to have
written that book and others alcribed to his patron, after many confidenti-
al difcourfes with the Emir, and, perhaps, nearly in the Prinee’s words as
well as tn his perfon; a ftory, ‘which Av1’of Yexd, whoattended the court
of Taimu’r, and has given us @ flowery panegyrick inftead of a hiftory,
renders highly probable, by confirning the latter part of the drabian 2c-
count, and by total filence as to the literary produétions of his mafter. 1t
Is true,” that a very ingenious but indigent native, whom Davy {upported,
has givén mea written memorial on the {ubjeét, in which he mentions T A1~
MU 'R as the author of two worksin Twrkifb; but the credit of his informa-
tion is overfet by a ftrange apocryphal ftory of a king of Yemen, who invad-
ed, he fays, the  Emir’s dominions, and in whofe library the manufcript was
afterwards found, and tranflated by order of Arr’su1’r, ﬁrﬂ: mintiter of
Tatmu’y’s grandfon; and Major Davy himfelf, before he departed from
Bengal, 1old me, that he was greatly perplexed by finding in a very accu-.
rale and old copy of the Tuzne, which he defigned to republith with con-
fiderable additions, a particularaccount, written wugueftionably by Taimu'r,
of bis own death.  No evidence, therefore, has been adduced'to fha_ke my
Opinion,’ that, the Moguls and Tartars, before their conqueflt of Judia and
Lerfia, were wholly unlettered; although it may be poflible, that, even:
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