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Part I.—Paradiso Lost

CHAPTER XI.

THE RETURN To Lipe. oo

1 was sUll miscrably wonk. My eyes wander.
ed mechanlenily round the room /s I‘plll‘ the
question. 1 saw Major: Fity. huvid P
table on whioh the ning- o -
tng-girt had opened the ’
book Lo abow it W me,
1 saw the girl hersalf,
gitting alone ju a corner,
with her bandkerchief
tn her eyes as if she
was  corylog. Iu one:
mysterious moment, .
my memory recovered
fia powern. The recol.
jection  of  thul  faial
title- page catng back {o
mu lu &il ita borror, The
one feeling that It rous-
el in e vow, wha. a  {f
longlog o nee y hus.
hanid—to throw mynself
fnto his arme wnl - tetl
him how grmly . 1 bes
Heved In his inhoceonce,’
how truly and dearty 1
ved Wim. [ xelzed on
Benjamin  with  fee-
ble tremuling  hapds”
w Bring bim  tack 0
wme!” 1 ericd wildly.
+Where s e ? Help
me 1o get up!?” :

A Ktrauge volee an-
swered,  flrnuty and
xindly ; v

Compone  yourself,
muadam. Mr. Woodviiie
fs  watting unul you
bave  recovercd; lua
reom: clome by " L

1 looked wt bim, and
reeognized the strunger
who hwd followed iny
husbarnd ool of - the”
room. Why had he re-
turned alone ? . Why
was Eustace not with' |
me, ke the rest of
them 7 1 tried o ralse
mysolf, and gl on my
teet. The strunger gepa
(ly . pressed e bhack:
rgainy on the jildow, [
attempred i renist
W grite uaclesaly of
course. His firtn hand
held me,. us gently as
over, to my place.

“You must rest A
Uttie,” he waid, %“You
must ke ~ome wine,
If ¥ou exert yutirself
now,  you will fuint
agnta." :

Okl Benjamin stoopo
ed over wie, nod whinp- :
ered w Word uf explanas
tion, . ;
s lt’s the doctor, Iny
denr, You must'do ns
he tells you' - B

The doetor! They had 5
ealled the doactar fn to
help them ! 1 began
dimly  to understind =
that * my finiing-nt
must  have preseated
symplomas far’ more
serious thuo the faint =
tog-ta of women “in
general. ' 1 appealed to
the doetor, in s help.:
less quern.ous way, (W7
weoount to me for my
hurband's  extrnordin-
ury atmence. e

“ Wby dd- you let
bim leave the room T -
! naked. “1f-1 can't
g0 o him, why don’t
you bring him hero o
me?”

The doctor appeared
10 bo at & lors how ta
reply to me. He inoked :
at Bonjamin, and sald, o
WL you apunlcto Mre. Woodviile 27007 0 oo

Benjamin, In his turn, Woked ./t Major Fitz.
David, and said, s« Wil you ¢ " The. Major signod
to them bath 10 Jonve un. . Thay rose togather,
ad went fnto the frons roow ; pulling. the door
1o nftor Lthem Lu ita gronves. . As they left us, the
girl. who' hiad so - strnngely revealod .y hus-
BAnd's seorot to e rose In her - corner and .ap-
proached the sotw, -0 Lo

I suppore I had:-botlar go too? . she sald,
addressing Major Fits-David. :

I you planse,” the Major nnswered, .

e spuke (na I thought) miher-coldly. She

By WILKIE COLLINS
AUTHOR OF “TUE WOMSX IN WINTE, “THE MOONSTONE,": “-Tig xzéw.u,;@;nmm,»" PIC.
(From Author's M$. and Advince Sheets)

ligh Indignntion, w1 muost suy 8 word for. my. |

sG:L1Y erlod Lhe strange crenlure, with an hys-
tericul outhrenk of snergy, 1 must gay a word,
or. 1 shall barst 1707770 e T

With that extriord
turned 1y way, and |
of words on me,
“eYol hear how.
‘she. begnn,

iniry pre

free xha #nddenly:
perfeel orreut’

L happened, 1 am a< inin
Webars hibe, I ucted Tar tha bost,

cent as.the’y
(N t wa

lessed hor heud, and turned her back on him in

s
A,

.

R Cora Y

1t,.though T'don't mint about ti.' 71 eoma of res-
pectable parents=-I do. My name ts Holebhiy—
Miss Holghty, 1 hiave iny own seif-rexpeal
and IS wounded, T say my  salf-respeet Ix
woundead, whet 1.{ind myself blamed without
deserving jt. . You desorve i, 40 anybody does,
DAL ydu tell nie you were looking for a book ?
And didi’t, 1 present it to you proniisencusly,
with the bost intentions 77 T think you might’
Ky 80 yourself, now the doetor hns brought you
to agaln, I think you might spenk up for n poor
girl who ix warked to death with singing and
lunguages  and what not—a poor girl who s

w the Major spenks to ma?t )
; s He ‘blames  me—-puor Me.for t
‘everything that b

nobidy else o spenk for her, - L am- as respoot-

4 gome (o that. "My name
nis are In business, and my
tler days, and mixed i the

ghty lifted her handkerchlar
d burst rmodestly into tears

spoke fn'n whi B % | in. his paotrsin
Mizs Hoighty, by kissing ber bhand, and leadin;
tor (as he might have led a Duchess) out of th
roon. : el DT o
«.1 hope that foolish girl has not annoyed you

—nit such a time as Lhix 2" heo said very earngst-’

ly, whén b returned to the sofa, =i T ean't tell
you how grieved T am ot what bas happened, I
wis caraful 1o Warh you, as you may remom.
ber. SUl, 16D conld only have foreseee—m""

1 let bt procead no farther.. No human fore-
thougbt could bave provided against what had
happened, Besidos, dreadfal as . the discovery

had boen, 1 would. rathier have mumle it, aud

anhappy husband,

3

&d t{n;ly‘klarréed about you.”

ing me for letting ‘you enter: my hoose,

suffered onder it, a5 I was suffering now, than
have been kept 1t the dark. I told him this,
And then I turned 10 .the one subject thut was
now of any interest

‘to me—the subject of my

“ How did be come to this house? " I asked.
; “Ha came here with Mr. Benjamin shortly

&NMeE T retorned.” the Major replied,

H1ong utter T was taken 31 7 7
“#No. I bad just” 8ent for the doctor, feeling

What brought him bere ?  Did he retarn to

th Notél, and miss me? "

i “Yes,' " HeTréturned earifer than anticipated,

1 and he felt"uneasy st not fnding you at the
F hotelf - e o T ey

. % Did he snzpect me
of belng with you ? Did

‘he come here from the

“hotel ? ™ :

# No. He appears (o

. heard from gyour old

~"friend 1 cannot say. I
M only know that Mr.

Benjamin saccompan.
. {ed him when be came

~here.”
‘ This * brief explana-
tlop was quite enough
for me; I understood
‘wwhat bad bhappened.
" Eustace would easily
“frightes simple old
" Benjamin abont my
absence from the hotel ;
“‘sand,  once alarmed,
* Benjamin would he per-
suaded without difticul-
ty to repeat the few
*- words which had passed
between us on the sub-
t:ject of Msjor Fitx-
" David. My busband’s
presence intbe Major's
" - house was perfectly ex-
‘- plained. But his extra-
-ordinary  conduct In
Bl " leaving the room, at
‘ the very time wten I
was just recovsring my
‘senses, still remained
“to. be dccounted for.
Major Fitz-David look.
Y- ed serionsly embarrass-
Xl ed when I put the ques-
tion to him.

- 1 hardly know how

to explain it to you,” he
5 sald, « Eustace - has
. purprized - and disap-

pointed me.”

He spoke very gra-
vely. - His looks told
me more than his

'~ words; hls looks alarm-
ed me, i

-« FEustace ‘has  not
quarrelled with you "
1 said,

«0Oh, no!"

« He uvoderstands
that .- you have not
broken your promise to
- him??

«  Certaiunly. My
young =~ vocalist, DMiss
Holghty, told the doctor
exactly what had hap-
pened; and the doctor
1o her presence repeat-

ed’ the  statement to
your husband.”

.- «Did the - doctor see
“ the trial??

‘ # Nelther the dector
nor Mr. Benjamin bas
‘geen the trial. [ have
- locked it up; and 1
bave - carefully Kkept
the ‘terrible story. of
your:comnection with
“the prisoner - 8 »ecret

from Al of them. .Mr,
" Benjamin evideotly
has bhis  suspicions.

But the:doctor has no
. ldes; and Miss Holghty
has 1o tdea of the true
cause of your fainting
- fit.. They both belleve
“ that you' are snbject to
.. sertous nervous attaoks,
and that yo'.r husband’s
name is reaily Wood. .
ville. - All - that - ‘the

ifuest . friend conid do to spare “Eustace, I

bave done.’ . He persists, nevertheless, {n blam-
And
worse, far worso than this, be persists jun de-
claring that the: event of to-day has fatally es-
tranged you. from him, ¢ There is an eud of
our married life,’ he rald -to me, " now she
knows that I'am the man:who was tried at
Edinburgh for pulsoning my wifel” ;
1 rose from the sofs in horror: k e
n Qood God 17 1 orled, « does Eustace supposs -
that I doubt his innocenoce ?" -

#Ile denfes that it is possible for you, or for




