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(For the Canadati Illustrated Ners.) -'WelldarlIug; what18it? Go0on."

CARPE DIEM. Nttie neatîcti doser to tanna tili ber iliffîcti face was nearly
touching Laurats coiti, pale cbeek, and wlîisptireti, tInc...
Talbotson, bas proposei to e,"c.

'Ti fnot our deeds whih give us whon reviewed tauragrew Clen paler as she move'la litie away andicolhy
Cause for repentance

When, on ourselves, we pas $in solitude asked
Judgment and sentence. And yen have acceptetim ?I

aTianot the memory of things done whichtinstlivoiceusse answertai
AT ndt U maueno ftinzoanc hc ULitimidly, bl deiantly, for 8110 laitinoticed'ti uia seeiîucdta t
Anti miakes US nliOan

Our idle cowardice, but of the things ' shriuk frinhor-tî Ye'8 t
We left undone IThon t is a littie late iu the day te aak uuy advic', itut

W'hich makes us cry -thou fool !" the optelinlgs missed,
The chances thrown away:- Ntuplt

And yet we add omissions to the list
Of otur ins, day by day. have Induced yen tu advise tue te do etlerwine ttan 1

To all men there are open roads ta fortune. have donc, for yen anot have a wrd tu ay agai liaiy Eni
T Atn aeuesefan:who la everything that igood, anti noble, atîdihaindsonie, anud

And avenues te famne ;
Yet we live lives of failure and abortion maniy, and truc' nti]that r'rson is tlat yetwated liuîî for

And die without a naine. yourself.t t

Learn we the lesson which our past sheuld teach- This stug Laîra as Nettie iititeited. Sie ajraîg npt
To seize the passing hour but ceutrolliug ierseif b> an effort, sie tu taticeti ttmNettie

Gathering all tate places in out reach, who had also ison antiidti
Nettle or flower. leDear Nettie, 1 seit would Le worse thatiselcss uowti

Atnong our tmaxims let u keep in view effet yeti advice or te tell yeitwlat un>'advice shouitihave
This above al.L been or wat reaeons1iaittt give; only reîueîîîber, thît if

To Do wOnt aLL Tr wT H FIND WORTH To Do
Or groat or small ! any trouble sbouitioeto yen, yon lhave itituethoîglîyeti

NXît P. MAÀ. May net beiievtSto%, >eir trucet frient. But i would aàk
-' - - yen to beieve, thoîtgh I auj afnuid that li eti ually uselett., thîut

1 amrn ne jaJous.
(For the Canadian liustrated Yewes.) She hat taken Nettle's haut, as hhe tipuke, lowly anti .

' t remaîntidpassively'tri bors, anti troppied tu Nuel s si
LA URA NELSON'S STORY. wbensbe ceased te held it. She turned silciitly away tnt

wentSlewly into the rtotLc.

B NIED 1P. IMAa.'

Die Eersuch isf t eine JLeidensichrfit idie mt EVer scht und
Leidein seit.'

1.

Rich, voung, robust and handsome, beloved by two wumen
at once, both charming and beautiful, Erie Talbotson was
surely to be envied. If he hadl an annoyance surely it could
only arise fron an embarras de richesses, from the difficulty of
choosing between two ges so equally fair. Was it this, I
wonder, that caused him to pace rapidly up and down the
hotel sitting-room, biting bis moustache in seemiug perturba-
tion of spirit ? or was it something in that letter which b
draws from bis pocket and re-peruses, and finally site down to
da-b off a reply to, at the table in the centre of the roon.

He writes quickly and with energy, commencing on a sheet
of note paper with the crease towards bis right band, turning
it over on the blotting pad when he reaches the bottom of the
page, filling a second, and finishing with a postscript low
down ou the first page of the inside of the sbeet.

Then be directe an envelope, blots it likewise, extracts the
necessary stamps from bis pocket-book, and goes out to post
himself this momentous epistle.

Raven-hairetd, jet-eyed, Juno-like, Latira looks in froin the
ladieb' sitting-room presetly where she bad been jingling the
keys of the piano and wondering that Eric did not appear at
the magic signal, and perceiving that there is no one in the
room, advances.to the table. There she catches sight of Eric's
weti-known, black, crabbed characters upon the pad, and with
the curiosity of a woman in love, and jealous to boot-she rips
with a tiny penknife the sheet from the pad. There is an old
superstition about knives ; some old adage about cutting love
in two. Take care, Laura, who knows what may happen in
your case.

loilding to the light the severed sheet, she turns pale as she
reads through it the few words she cari make out.

There are three severai places where 'words are legible
first, where the first page was blotted, the two or three last
lines upon that page, the same in the second, and the signa-
ture and postscript on the third; besides these there is the
address upon the envelope.

These ara the words that make ber flush, and pant, and turn
deadly pale :

, Since she's false I'm well rid of ber. Send me news of the
marriage as soon as you like, it will assure me that I have
escaped a great"t " the bye, since I saw you, I have grown
a great, tawny beard, you-no, Mary herself could scarcely
recognize me"-

Id brick,

Eric.

P. S Do all you can to facilitate the marriage. Spread a
report of my death if that would put a spoke in the wheel. E."

It was Laura's turn now to walk up and down the room in
perturbation of spirit.

Il The villain !" she cried, clenching ber fist, "so bes mar.
ried already, is be? And h presents himself here under the
guise of a single man. Why, ho might have married me if
fortune hadni't thrown bis secret in my way, and h may marry
Nettie yet if I don't choose to prevent it. Well, he's in my
power, any way, nov, and if I cannot be happy myself I can
make hin as miserable as I like," and ber face hardened as she
thought of revenge.

It was twilight; the twilight of a beautiful summer's
evening.

Eric was loosing a game of billiards to Mr. Trevalyan-be
always managed to lose when he played with a possible papa-
in-law. Mr Trevalyan had retired complaining of head-ache.
Nettie Trevalyan and ber cousin Laura were sitting on the
steps of the summer-house on the brink of the stream thîat
rneandered through the grounds of the rustio inn above the
fallh,

I Laura," said Nettie, caressing ber cousin's band nervously
betweenb er own, and looking np timidly in ber cousin's face,

Laura, I have something to say. to you. I abouldn't have
dared to say it a month ago, but lately you have beren so kind
and tender and affectionate again-so much more like you
were before we-I mean so much more like you uted to beu at
home, that new when I want somebody to confide in and to ad-
vise with, it seems that I must talk to you about it even
before I tell it to mamma.

Laura knew what was coming, she onily said, however:

Laura locked herself into ber own rooi and rested hier head
upon ber two hands at the open window and looked out into
the still night and thouglht.

There was a sound of approaching footsteps and low voices
in the grounds beneath, and the white noon camue out fron
behind a cloud and showed lier Erie and Nettie walking to-
gether as only lovers can walk ; Erie with bis tarnm round thet
tiny waist of Nettie who clung to him as the parasite clings
te the oak A month ago what would Latura have given to
have occupied the place she occupied, to have felt his strong
arm circling ber waist, to have lenît lier weary head on that
strong breast, to have heard himi tell hier that hie loved her.
She drew back even now and hid hier head, and sighed, and
refused tut look upon thteir happino&essA. Ah i. 1.urt, can vo say'
yo are not jealotus now ?

They passed into the house, and she was le itagain to hier
thoughts.

What should she do? Shouti she let bis wickednress go
unpunisbed and leave him tvoenjoybis ill-deserved happiness ?
For Nettile's sake she felt alrnost temptedtan tod this. Yet,
could she, conscientiously? WVould it not Le very wrongtto
do so knowing what she knew? Yet, how disclose lier
knowledge ? Would not the means by which shte had arrived
at that knowledge seema a litile tean? She lit hier lamnp,
she held the paper again to the light, shie read agaii the at-
cusing words. She read; too, the nane and addrestsi of the
friend to whom they were written.-" ,,rald iinvers, E'q.,
Hotel Bellevue, Schvnhuok, Germany," and ;I she read ae
thought struck hier. She hadi money, shie wa.u ber owî numis-
tress, she was not well; a journey with a deniiiite object to
occupy ber thoughts and rous lier energies was the very
thing she needed. Whîat if she were to go and sift tiis maL-
ter on the spot ? The idea hiatils fascinations, and was it
not almostt ber duty ?

Laura was a strong-minded, a tu to dare, to suifer, or to do"
sort of girl ; before another houtir hai.passed ber reosolution as
taken. By twelve o'clock she hal arrayed lierself in a plain,
dark travelling dress,and collectet lier moueuy and a few neces-a-
ries in a littie travelling bag whieb she could carry easilv;
ten inîutes later se had cr'pt niselessly down the hiotel
stair-case and alorg the corridor past the tdoor of the billiard
room-where a couple ofbetlated towi6-folk were playing a last
game before facing the curtain lectures which awaited themn
at bone-into the dark and enipty dining saloon and so
through the glass doors out into he groiuds and throtigh a
little white wicket into the ilI-paved street. At a quar-
ter to one she sat with shriniking forme bowetd had, and
veiled face, alnost trermbling at ber own boldness and in ab-
ject fear of recognition in the darkest corner of the waiting-
roon at the railway-station, listening for thue shrill whistle of
the night express. At oie she was setei in the corner of a
frti-clastis carriage fairly launched un the first stage of ber
voyage of discovery.

Ml.

Laura learied many things before sihie reacted Schonhock;
chiefly, however, that a youing worniu simrply clad, travelling
alone and without baggage is looked upon by hotel keepers
with buspicion. She hai taken an early opportuity, there-
fore, of reniedying the tdefects of lier equipient ; and wheu
she nade her appearance ut the hotel Ielevue it was i the
guise of a fasbionaible and well appoitnted lady. Blut she
found a great drawback still in ber want of eccart; she was
no louger looked on suspiciously or slighted it is true ;on the
contrary, she recteivetd s much attention and such iarked
gallantry that the change threatened to be equally embarass-
ing. But Laura was a bold girl and knew how to take care of
herself, and was not lesî vain of the admiration which she
could keep within proper limits as well as any woman living,
than were others of her sex. There wasa kind of intoxication
about the absolute fr.edom which ehe now enjoyed, whiclh
exhilarated hier spirits wonderfully, and never in ber life had
she looked more beautiful than now.

She was the cynosure of all eyes whensie took her teat atthe
Bellevue table d'hôte. She was a little late and took the
seat assigned ber below the other guests on the right of the
table, Opposite ber were two chairs evidently reserved for
guets who bhad not yet iade their apieurance, for their backs
rested against the edge of the table, After a fui mninutestwo
young, well dressed, handsoiu men enîtered gaily, appropriatid
these seats, called for their suîîp and a bottle of claret and
comnienced their repast. Their conversation soon attractet
lier attention.

Where ls our Venus, to-day, Gerald," said the younger of
the two, after onte inaudible remtarks-of which she herselIf
had, to judge by the glances which she coild feel were dir-

ected at her, been the topic-had passted between thorn ili6,
she not going to grace the banqiuet witl her presenet,?"

" i do not know," replied (ierali, I she lias had a retirig
ft lately and often dites in hor own. room."

i" Sulky, eh? or li she nourning for her Eric' dteath, i
uppose you have broken the uws to her?"

Oh, yes."
And how ditd bhe bear it; didb hie take it uch t hear ?"

with au abeurd mockery of condolence in his tone whilch madje
hi$ Compamtion intle.

"Net at al as rregarded his petironal los's, buta goodd
losing ail poshibility of revenge. But the>t coa8t 19 clear anti
yon can woo and win as hard as you like now.,

" lia, ha! Well I might h)ave gone further and fared wor,
Dantvers. But talk of the - angels and you hear titir wiuIgl
rust;tle," he contiued, as the dootr opetned and admittedl ac
pretty girl apparently of sore fouirteen years, bLut dressetd i
an absurtily chtildish style that made a rather pn doius d'.
'elopment the more ioticeable, followed v an extrenely

beantiful andi ravishingily-shaped wnoman of Iprolyîîbiv sonc,
thirty suinlers, though shte miglit have passedi for le'si, and
only owned to twenutv-l'iv'. She adivancued tu the tablle, hî
ing graciouisly to thte gentleumen opposite, and took theeta
designated by the obsequiouis waiter for herself and tilte chiiI
next below Laura.

Laura recoiled as the self-posssed beaity, redoient of ,ij.,
tiLe essencesettledier volutuinousuintilins t lier satifac,.
tion )y ber side.

l lis wife," she nutttered, and commtntenei i leiprtectiLttng
catalogue of hier charms.

The lady thus hontotred lent over and bestowed soue atfect.
edly solicitous caresses iupon the gi.

l is child," he' umentally excliaimed, I but tshe isn't ithe
least bit like him i"

Gerali Danvers was aitiiing over the rail which surmountttd
the clitf overlooking the haroiur, tni fortnied the bouIndry of
the Bellevue grotnds, smoking lazily and watchii tht oltat-
ing parties setting sail fron the bleachl below, whet his car
caught the rustie of a lady' tdres. Ar Gerald was nOt yet ot
au age when a petticoat Ceases tobe an iattractionIt, it was tl
uost natuiri thing in the world that hile shoild turn hisicmi
to set'e who the wearer minight be. lle couhi tiot e lier fae,
for she had aiready passed hin, but he reconize at otice Lv
the colour of the hlair and the graeil citoir oi t slowly
recediig figure the berutiful stranger who hal beens seatedtI
opposite him at iinner, and mttiidway Ibetwe'n iii and lier lie
espied upon the grass a little irà of lac-edged tatibric,
which was doubtleass î,propterty of hers. AIwayti rt'adiy or tn-
thing ii the shape of an adventure, le lost nu tiln' ipiikii
it up and lastening to r'store it tj the owir. She reei ived
it with a gracious snile tnd a becioming blih, ani apologii
for giving him trouble Ou the grounti of the inoiiiple iite iir-
mation furnishedi tby lier guide-book, requeted hiat lie wotld
instrut her as to the exat. wheireabouts and Ite it lm,.f
ctuvoyance t a certain rutinel fortres ii the neighbourhotd.
He pointed it out to lier in the bue iitdistaiev at tl. nitht of
the estuiary, and beggi Oihe woutld cimiat hi 'rvie to
procure lier a boat, and a trustworthy bo iiati,

Laura thought thte atte4rnoon tou wiarmtl to)e isuitabjtl, ftIr I
voyage to the fortres", "'vet," ,aid site, subsidhtLttltin inltt' h ner-
failing toric which ill so cotivenieti til vacant laic in
ail cnverations, it is a beIutifutil day, isn't it ?-

I thotught so lie trepliii, " till 'ou appeared tupon the

There wax sonathinig i tihis to tinte and t' bri tloiIok o(i t a-
imiratîtin that accom ied it that reminditiil antii that h
was a pretty woman travelling without î'cort, . tat he.il,'
knew it.

Il I abhor compliueits, and will thank youn 'r to addr'es
another to met," tehe tsaidI, I just as I twa gt oi ît'ccept VoIII
offer of etrvices, toit," shte added, witth anu air t c.qItetry.

I am sincerely torrytuI t t uended you. Si li then
mnke arrangements for thei boat ?"

No, it is nlt in thaiit wiay tihat you tould d im a itvotir.'
' Then yotu nutst eulighten iII ais to the ttwa' in hVlich 1 (Il

serve you. tiest asstutired you it mat.yV ct'timaim;ti te."
I4 1want yout, whluni 1have toliyou who / ami, ito give ume

an introdulction to th' lady who sat text ilt, at tiiit'r.'"
What, to Mrs. Christianstjern '"

"'So," tthotuglit Lauira, IlErie irei'n tedi himselfi t ius nlot
onlv under a fals icharacter lut iditi'r aL lilfalse atle."

Yes,e sle replied alouii, " I a an Ateria, t iate i
Laira Nelson, and while travelling in Amrerica I mate the a-
quaintance of a persons who once knetiw thiis Mr. Christiain-
atjerne intimately. It is important, for the' int"rest of thIos1e
who are very dear t tult',hat i shoild lear frou the lady i n
question particuilars conicerning this pierson's earlierhitr
which she alonecan firnîisl. Will ityu, ou these grounids,
when I assmure you of the ltiestv of my timotives, grant me the
introduction ?"

" Most aiuttiredlyhe
t1 Perhiaps it would be bt,"ontinuedLaura, with height-

eled colour and a charming emfarrasmtnt f ruaiter, Ithat
voit iitrodice telt, s ae n iold frieid of youir owi. ILIvt' you
suitticienît faithinu me tu ilo this T'

" Certainly. Biut you tuitst make ti ytour mi titi iivt the
fortress detpite hie hetat of the aftetrnoot. My rietiti JIcobseni
and Mrs. Christianstjerne are going tuosait there, this afttrtnuoon.
I fyou do not olject, we can form a t l-e cusrr"e."

With pliaure Pl
T Thei the mtmliter 'iseaily arratiged. Will yo iplease walk

thist wtiv
The introduction was etfetedt. MrI. Chlîlmttristianstjerne lookedi

a little surpriseid, but a wlisperedi coinunttticationtt froe Dati-
vers ude ail right, and she becae, inuii'miediately very gril-
clous.

The breeze freshlenei when tlhey iad p'jroceeiIeda little way
fron land, and the sail to the ruinîteI fortress was a very
pleasant one.

Afkr surveying the ruins, the getitlnîu, picking out a re-
mantic, shady spot as a rendezvotus, went in searcl Of fruit
and refreshment i t tonte pleasture garduens in the neighbour-
hood, and the ladies we re rft alone.

ICurions you thoulid meet youîr friend Mr. Daniver her'"
remarikel Mrs. Christianstjere ; wierdit iyoi rmake lit
acqutaintance ? Are yen an English lady ?"

S No, I am an American. A little stronig-minltded of me Mt
bu travelling alone, itn't it? But 1 ,have aun obljert invitw. I
am makiiîg iniuiries, in fact, as to the intecetdn.Iits of h
tienan who is allianced to a vury dear tfriend of tuiine."


