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Pharmaceutical Notes.

Augstuvre—~The above name has
been given to a mixture of five parts of
ethyl chloride with one part of methyl
chloride, the use of which has been sug
gested by Dr. Bengué, a French physi.
cian, for producing local anwxsthesia.

Stver Sutrmbpe.—A Dite  (comles
rendus, Pharmacentical fonrnal) deseribes
how silver sulphide, kept cool and in the
dark, changes in a short time in the
presence of a saturated solution of potas-
sium sulphide.  From black it turns red,
forming small crystals, which are but
little soluble in the solution, and have,
when dried in an atmosphere of carbon
dioxide, a composition which may be
represented by the formula—3Ag.S,KS,-
2H,0. The same compound is formed
on boiling together silver and potassium
sulphides. It is altered by light and de-
composed by water, the latter reaction
allowing the silver sulphide to be obtained
in the form of gmyish-black crystals, A
double silver and sodium sulphide can
also be prepared, though not in the cold,
the red crystals having the compoasition—
3Ag.S,Na,.$,2H .0, and being at once
decomposed by water.—National Drug-
List.

Prruvian-Baisas Tests. — Recent
work in Germany on the nitric-acid test
for Peruvian balsam, which is performed
Dy treating the residue from petroleum
spirit, shaken with the balsam and filtered
with nitric acid, shows that, as directed
by the German Pharmacopia, it is mis-
leading so far as the detection of copaiba
and storax is concerned. A spirit less
than specific gravity 0.68S should not be
used. Tt has taken German chemists a
long time to arrive at this conclusion.
The misleading character of the test was
clearly pointed out by MacEwan in 1884
(Chemist and Druggist, xxvi., 393), who
also observed that the German nitric acid
is too weak to ensure the reactions, and
that a petroleum spirit, specific gravity
o.710 or thereabouts, is most suitable.

New Process Frurerine Parer.—A
German by the name of Craemer has
introduced a new method for making fil-
ter paper for chemical purposes. It is
said that he works in a greater or less
proportion of nitrocellnlose with the cel-
lulose or cotion-wool stufil usually cwmn-
ployed, the effect of which is that the fil-
tration is more rapid, since the nitrocel-
lulose has no tendency to felting, and that
the paper is only slightly hygroscopic,
and that when the filter is bumed the
combustion is more rapid in proportion
to the amount of nitracellulose present.
When the propostion of cellilose is large
tis said 1o be almost instantancous.—
Alonthly Magazine.

SALIGENIN A8 A SUCCEDANEUM OF
Satricin.—Lederer, basing his opinion on

the ground that salygenin is probably the
active principle of salicin, in which it
occurs to the extent of 42 per cent., sug-
gests that it be used in medicine in place
of that substance. Saligenin is derived
from salicin by the agency of a ferment,
which splits the glucoside into saligenin
and glucose. By using saligenin in those
cases where salicin s indicated, the
organism would be spared the labor of
the zymotic process. The AMedizinische
Wockenshrift, from which this notice is
taken, says that the physiological action
of saligenin has not yet been established.
—Nutionul Druggist.

To RexpeEr Crrasorr SoLusLE. —
Creasote may be made soluble n: water
by making a mixture of So grame of tinc-
ture of soap-bark, 6o grams of water, and
1o grams of creasote. ‘The liquid thus
formed is soluble in any quantity of cold
or warm water.

MyroxiN, A NEw OINTMENT VEHICLE.
—-Under the name of myronin a German
firm are introducing a misure of vege-
table wax and  doegling oil. as a nonran-
cidifying  ointment  vehicle.  In  their
printed matter they say that if the free
fauy acids, which wax of copernicia ceri-
fera always contains, are neutralized by
alkalies, the wax is in such a condition
that it will: easily mix with considerable
quantities of other fats or water. Infact,
a preparation in which the wax and water
are in proportions of one to five is of the
consistence of soft paraflin.  After the
wax and the docgling oil have been freed
from all albuminoids, and have been puri-
fied by filtering and washing, the free
acids of the wax arec ncutralized with
weak hot alkaline carbonate solution, in
the calculated quantity.  Docgling oil is
then added in sufficient quantity to give
the rcquired consisten:  as found by ex-
perience, and the whote s mised to a
homogencous mass by mechanical means.
‘The normial product contains 12.5 per
cent. of water, but this can be rnaised or
lowered at will— Iestern Druggist.

MAGNESIUM SELPHOPHENATE—This is
one of the series of sulphophenates, of
which aluminumsulphophenate (sozal) was
the first example.  Itis prepared by the
double decomposition of baryta sulpho-
phenate by magnesium sulphate. It ap-
pears as white crystalline needles, almost
inodorous and of not unpleasant taste.
It is soluble in two parts of water, or five
parts of alcohol.

Tur Provuction oF O20NE.~—As our
readers are no douhit aware, the value and
importance of ozone, from a medical and
sanitary point of view, have led to the
invention of scveral methods-—~clectrical
and chemical—of producing it for usc as
a deodorizing and .purifying agent. The
most recent system 15 that of Licutenant
Poulsen, a Danish ofticer, whose appa-

ratus is of a simple and efficient character.
It.consists of a wide-necked glass jar,
with a double cover of porcelain plates,
finely perforated. The upper plate closes
in the mouth of the jar, whilst the lower
one is inserted in the neck of the jar,
about twoinches helow the other, “Through
the centre of each of these covers a glass
rod passes, terminating at the lower end
(whtch is curved upwards) in a small cup
for holding a picce of phosphorus. In the
jar is placed a given quantity of acidulated
water, the level of which is just above the
cup comtaining the phosphorus, which,
when the apparatus is not in action, is
always submerged. A small quantity of
permanganate of potash is added to the
acid solution, and 0 produce vzone the
phosphorus is rased, by means of the
glass rod, just to the surface of the water.
‘T'he chemical action of the system is as
follows : Phosphorous acid in the form of
fumes is produced by the contact of the
phosphorus with the air, and the fumes
are seen to rise to a certain height, when
they are deflected down upon the solu-
tion, into which they are absorbed, and
converted into phosphoric acid by being
oxidized by the permanganate of potash.
In the meantime ozonificd oxygen is pro-
duced, and, passing out through the per-
forationsin the covers, is distributed in
the atmosphere. The first cost of the
apparatus is small, and the acid bath only
requires renewing about once in three
months. The system has been in satis-
factory use for some time past in hospitals
in Denmark and France. It is employed
in the Pasteur Institute, Paris, and in car-
rying out his experiments on the antisep-
tic properties of ozone Dr. J. de Christ-
mas, of that institute, used the Poulsen
apparatus, and reports very highly of its
efficiency. The ozone produced is pure,
as is cenified by Professor P. Stein, of
the Analytical Chemical l.aboratory, Co-
penhagen. — Foreign and Colonial Im-
porier.

Borgo-Salicylate of Soda.
iy .\l._l::\muc.

The author finds that by boiling to-
gether boric acid and salicylate of soda
with water under an inverted condenser
a syrupy liquid is c¢btained which
does not become solid on cooling, and
which, when cvaporated on plates, leaves
a transparent amorphous residue, which,
on more complete desiceation, is trans-
formed into an opaque rass.  This boro-
salicylate of soda dissolyes in four pants
of cold water, and in its own weight of
water at 30® C. The hody is a true
compound and not a mechanical mixture,
for it docs not act upon litmus nor with
the ordinary reagents for boric or salicylic
acids.

The acid correspondiug to the soida
compound docs not cxist in the free
state, for when the salt is treated with an
acid a mixture of boric and salicylic
acids is obtained.—Marufacturing Chem.
1.



