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of Bulloigne, or aay of thc other eiglit, considering thtat lie wvas a
man born ivithin this rcalm, and king and emperor of the saine;
and that there bc in Frenchi divers and mauy noble volumes of bis
facts, and also of bis knights. To whom I have answcred, that
divers mcn hold opinion that thiere was no snch Arthur, snd that
all sueli books as bc made of him be feignmed matters and fables,
because that some chronieles make of him no mention, nor remem-
bier hlm nothiug, nor of his kuiglits. Whereto one said there were
many evideuces to the con' ary. Flrst ye rnay sec his sepulechre
ln the monaster 'y of Glastonbury; and also ln 1'olicronicon, wberc
bis body ivas buried, and after found, and translated into the said
maonastery ; yc shail also find, in the hiistory of BRochias, part of his
noble sets, and aiso of bis fl'al. Also, in divers places of Engtand,
nianv remnembrances bc yet of hM, sud shall remalu perpetually of
hlm, snd aiso of bis kaiglits; first, in tlic Abbey of Westminster,
at St. Edward's shrine- rcmainethi the priut of bis seat in red wax,
closed ini beryl, ia wvhich 15 )ritten-"-1Patriéius Arthuruis Britanioe,
Gallioe, Gcrmauoe, Daciai hnperator." Also in the castie of Dover
yc may sec Sir Gawaine's skull, aud Cradoke's mautie; at Win-
ehester the round table; in otier places Sýr LaunceIot's sword, and
mnauy other things. Then aIl these things cousidered, there ean no
man î'easonabiy gailsay but that there was a kiug of this land
pained Arthur; for lu ail thé places, Christian aud heathen, he is
reputed ani t.aken for one of the nine wortbies, and the first of the
three Qhristian.men. -And yet of record. remnaineth.in witness of
biim in Wales, lu thec town of Camelot, the great stones, sud tixe
uxarvellous -works of iron lviug under the grouud, sud royal vauîts,
which divers now have scen. -Whereforc, it is a geat marvel -why
that be is uo more reuowned lu his own country, save only it
acwerdeth to flhc word of God, whidh saith, ' That no man is accepted
for a prophet in bis own country! "

The book is dedicated to those lords and ladies who alone in that
agc were able to, ixndulge in liteiÈary tastes. The rest of the com-
raunity arei ireated very cavalierly. TIen foilows the work itself,
in five hundred and one short ehapters, in -%vhichi wc are hurried
froux incident to incident with a rapiclity most bewvildering. Tihere
is, ia tact, plot materialisufflict for a stock,-n-baud for a fertile novel
vriter's lifetime. Even as a study of English idiom of the sixteeathi
ceutury, itis wortb pernsal. Malory takes leaveof the residerthius:-

"And, forto passtIc time, this bookshahl be pleasant to, read
in. But, for to, give faith, and believe that ail is trnc that is cou-
taitied therein, ye héè nt your ownlbey.

And Caxton bas also, a word to, say
"1, William Caxton, simple person,* presz' . tiis book followlug,

whieh I havèi euterprised to imprint In which all those that dis-
pose thei to, eschew idlcaess, wvhich is thc inother of all vices,
rnay read historical (?) matters2'

*Not ofgentle or noble birth. Opposed toit in flic old phr4.se, 'gentie or simiple.'


