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the authors.  We shall not defend theformer,
or oppose the latter.  This Journal ossumes
no responsibihity for those past transactions,
though they are referred to for the purpose
already stated.

The first document marked No. 1, is the
announcement froni-Mr Ryerson himself, of
his intention to defend the position of Sir C.
Metcalfe. Our readers are well aware of the
position of the Rev. Egerton Ryerson, of the
solemn consecration of himeelf-his time,
talents, and influcnce; to the spiritunl work in
connection with the Wesleyan Methadist
Church. They are aware, ulso, that
he held an jwmportant office in  that
Church, being the Principal of Victoria Col-
lege, as well a8 o Preacher of the Gospel;
yet these obligations, it appears, did not deter
him frem the undertakng,

Woe direct the reader to the fact of his in-
terference as bewg voluntary, as he says,
«unsolicited by any human being” which
makes his interference less excusable, if he
really had Ligherubligations.  We also vefer
to the tone of language m which he devotes
himself to a work wferior to the obligations
alrecady Jaid upop him: that, ~he is ready
to relinquish any situation he now fills, rather
than not accomplish this imperative under-
taking,” which is in our apinion cqual to a
rvevocation of his Ordination vows. We
think that the Rev. Gentleman has made a
misteke in comparing tumself with Leonidas.
His enthusiasm and devotion to politics re-
minds us more of the celebrated, Maid of Or-
leans, Joan of Arc. Inanother place, if we
have space, we shall insert the twelve rules
from the discipline of the Muthodist Church.
Dr. Adam Clarke’s opinon of the public in-
terference of Ministers in polites, and the
opinions and decisivns of the British Confer-
ence on the same subject.

We ask our readers in reference to these
documents, as well as by appeal to their own
unbiassed judgment, whether Mr. Eyerton
Ryerson has conformed to the discipline of
the Church and the spirit and object of the
institutions of Methodism? In the event of
vur not haviug space 1 the first number, for
all the above mentioned documents, we in-
sert the following from the Book of Disci-
pline, of the Wesleyan Methodist Church,
“on the duty of Preackers.”

e 1.
i pot presented, and consequently, that portion

of the Church represented by those ofticial
members, were deprived of their just right of
communicating with tho Conference, on the
only occasion which, nccording to the insti-
tutions of Methodism, is afforded them. Weo
only state facts on this part of the subject, by
no means blaming the Minister referred to.
He. doubtless, took the course e thought
best, but the result is undeniable—the mem-
bers of the Church iu their Official Quarterly
Mecting can have noco:amunication with the
Conference, and no influence on their deli-
berations, unless the Minister at tho head of
each Station pleases. This alone, justifiesan
appeal to our brethren throughout the Pro-
vince, through the medium of the Press ; and
that no more offenco maoy be given, by em-
ploying the Provincial Prass generally; it
has been resolved to bave a Piess solely ap-

unpardengble eutroge ou the civil vights and
privileges of the members of the Ci ~ch
Such eanduct must lead to a decision of 10
impartant question, whether it isto be repeat-
ed ngain or not ; this not being the first in-
stance ofit.  Tho decision cannot be ¢nsured
in the uegative, till the voico of the people is
heard in the Conference, ov through the
Press, as a temporary substitute, we hope,
for the former.

Our next subject, No. 3,is the letter of
“Juniug,” which appenved in the Globe,
Muy 21, Itis preceded by editorinl remarks
which will assist in couviueing the public
generally of the impropriety of tho public
interference of the Minnsters of Religion, in
the politics of the day.

By the impression made on the public
mind generally, the Methodist body may per-

ceive how they are rendered an object of in-

propriated to the purpose ; to which we invite | tenso p.ublic interest, throughthe imcrﬁ.:rcncc
the support of the membors of the Church | of their preachers. It .\\'ouH not be dlfﬁﬂ-ﬂt
throughout the pravince. ) im refer to other portions of the Provincinl
The Memoriul, in question, contained a | Press representing other Churches, to show
respectful intimtion thut the public interfer-, the anxicty with which the effect of Mr, Ry-
ence in political controversy of the Rev.;erson’s writings on the members of the Me-
Egerton Ryerson, was in opposition to the | thodist Chutch, waslovhed for. It is impos-
epirit and oljject of the Methadist system, and  sible, under such circumstances, that the
prejudicial to religion generally ; and its ten- | members can avoid mohing themselves objec-
dency was, to draw from the Confuicnco a | ti .nable to one pulitical party, in preportion
declaration to that effect.  No motive caun be | us they give satisfaction to the other,

conceived for the suppression of the Memo-
rial, but the existence of an influence in the
Conference favoursble to Mr. Ryerson on
sume grounds, which even his ovident depar-
ture from Methodist principles, could not
weaken.

We hero see the necessity of having re-
course to some expedient in oppusing the in-
fluence of a few leading men in the Confer-
euce—ar influence which is exercised to the
exclusion of all just and reasonable opposi-
tion, on the part of the overruled majority in
that body. It appears to us, that oniy the
P1ess can do this, and that, by insitting onthe
practice of the first priociples of Methodism,
and by pointing to the wunsequence of the
supremacy of un ecclesiastical aristocracy,

which appears to have been facilitated, and

confirmed, by excluding the interfurence of

the laity in the affairs of the Church.
Though there may be particular affairs of

| The consequence of the enerc’se of such
an instrumentality would be really frightful
'in a religious point of view, and demands

now the setious attention of the 1ulers of all
the Churches in the Piovince.  If they shoult
run the race for political influence with the
government, in which one Minister, has ut-
tempted more than oncoto start the Wesleyan
Methodist Chureh, there would not only be
an end to practical 1¢ligion in the Provinae,
but such a contention among the various de-
nominations of Christians, as would result in
the suppression of all but the strongest.

We ask the whole membership of the pro-.
vince, whatevor their political apinions
may be, whetler, in conteroplation of such
results, they will eubmit to the direction of
Conference, or the Christian Guerdian, or to-
any individual Minister in the eaercise of
theivcivil privileges?  We ash, also, is there

any Juubt that the uch\.t of the Rev. Loyl

Rule II,-lthe Church, which we shall hereaficr po.int ton Ryerson’s defence of Sir Chathe> dact-

* You have nothing to do but to save svuls ; yout, that would be better 1cgulated by ad-ycalfe Was nutso to influence e 7 Is ot
“ therefre spend and be spent 1n this work.” | mitting some of the leading members of the | such intuficuce un the part of cither of the

We also reyuest attention to two uther ; Chiurch into the Conference, it is nut on this | parties abuse mentivudd, ndicatise of a pre-
points,—viz., the date of the announcement, , account alone, that a Press is tesorted to. It ference in puint of immediate importance, of

and the declaration that he Jhad dechined theis chiefly in view of the iminent danger to
office of Deputy Superintendant of Educa- | religion itself, and to Methodism in particu-
tion. These two circumstances involve Mr. Jar,~the natural consequenco of the conduct
Ryerson in a difficulty mentivned hereafter. | of the Rev. Egerton Ryerson, from hLis pre-
The next event in the history of the pre- sumed motive, and the obvivus means resort-
sent agitation in the Methodist Church, was, ed to by him to accomplish the objec be had
the preparatiorof s memorial to the approach-| in view.
ing Conference, on the part of the official; The motive we belicve to bave been, to

politics to redigion? Tsit not destructive of
the spiritual life, energy,aud usefulness of the
Ministry 1. If these questions van be satisfac-
torily answered in fuvour of e course of the
Rev. Egertun Ryersun we shall be the first to
igjuice that all vur apprehensions ere without
~undation.

Wecome nuw to the letter signed Junius,

members of the Clinrch in Toronto. This{obtain pecuniary government assistance to
Memorial was put wnto the hauds of the Su- the Chureh, and to Victoria Cuilege, and the
perintending Minister on the Station, who not | means  of obtaining the support of the mera-
only readily undestovk to present it to the bers of the body to the political party sup-
Conference, but so participated in the mea- | purting the Governer-General, in the recent
sure, .that he requested.to. be sent strong toyconstitutional dispuie in-the-Lrovince,  That
Confetence,” in ordor to give effect to the this was the instrumentslity to be employed,

Memozial, The Memorial in question was, thure can be Be doubt, and it constitutea an. sume cxient provaient in goncsal, thatno otper

The rumoured appointment of the Rev. L.
Ryersonto the uffice of Deputy Superinten-
dant of Educatiun, was the occasiun.of calling
forththe letter. It curruliorates formerstate~
ments, with reference to the widely extended
-und-decpiy tovted convicuon, in the.minds of
the whule Mcthodist community,—and to



