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VARIous OPEIRATIoNS.

A great many operations, sorne 50 in number, have been deviscd for
correcting retro-deviations of the uterus. Some of these are wvort1iy of
mention, althoughi rnany of theni have practically fallen into disuse.

The operations of vaginal fixation of the uteruis, operations upon the
anterior and posterior vaginal w,%alls, and operations done througlt the
anterior and the posterior cul-de-sac on the utero-sacral ligaments and
the round and broad ligaments, do not propcrly corne witbin the range
of this paper so xviii only reccive a passing notice.

W'e noxv corne to the consideration of the two rnost reliable opera-
tions employed for the relief of these backv.'ard dispia-,cements of the
uterus, the two which have siuccessfully stood the test of time and ex-
perience, and the twvo which r.ceive greatest prominence in our most
recent text-book literiature. 1 re'-r to (i) Alexander's operation of
shortening the round ligaments and to (2) ventro-suspension of the
uterus. Miost, if not ail, of the other operations are onlv on probation,
xvhile many have been dlistanced in the race or falUcn by the way side.

Bland Sutton' in the 1904 edition of bis ,-ork says, H'~serpx
and the operation for shortcnilig Iie round ligaments arc the two prin-
cipal methods of dealing- with ti ..s condition."

Penroses iii bis work Of 1904 sav1«S, " The two operations that
have deservedly met with thie greafest favor are ven/ro -fixa//oni or
v,-ellro-sztspcnsiont of the uterus .. .. ... and Alexander's operation."

Dudley 6 in bis book of 1904 mentions (i) Alexander's operation, (2)
abdominal hysterorrhaphy, and (3) vaginal hiysterorrlia.phy.

Garrigues' in bis Gynoecology of 1905 only mentions (i) Alexander's
operation, (2) vaginal shortenings of the round ligaments, ()sotnn
of the round ligaments from the abdominal cavity, and (4) ventro-fixation,
oi suspension of the uteruis.

Montgomery" in bis text book of 1900 says, "The operations for the
correction of the retro-disfflacements of the 'iterus consist in manipula-
tion of the natural ligaments, such as the shortening of the round liga-
ments, xvhich may be exlra-perioi-,a1 or iz/ra-peri/oncai ventro-
fixation of suspenision of the uterus, and vaginal operations for fixation.

Reed' in bis text book on Gynecology of 1901 includes the Narious
operations undcr three headings, (i) shortening the round ligaments,
(2) ventral fixation or suspension, and (3) vaginal fixation.

Herman9, of London, in his work on Diseases of Womien, of
1898, mention three surgical methods of dealing xvith retro-deviations of
the uterus, (i) vaginal fixation, (2) Alexýander's operation, and (3) ven-
tral fixation.

You xvill observe that aIl the authorities quoted mention Alexander's
operation and ventro-suspension of the uterus, while somne add other
ýperations to the list.


