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is badly burnt, and ir. order to soothe its pain, soothe its agory, ten or
twelve drops of laudanuin arve administered (I am not measuring the duse,
as I don’t | :ow much ahout it), and the child dies A common jury could
not tell whether it died from the burns or from the dreg. A doctor
probably could. He could deseribe the nature and extent of the burns,
They might be so superficinl as to displace vhe idea that death had
resulted from that cause, or they might be so serious that he could at
once say, “ Although it was a lieavy dose of laudanum, the child received
sufficient injury from the burns to cause death.” But a common jury
or a common judge could not find out that fact with equal certainty or
perhaps arrive at a just conclusion, and that is where the medical man is
called in to help the court and the jury.

Now, expert testimony, (and here is one of the diffieulties of the
position, one of the causes of a great deal of harsh criticism), can only
be met by expert testimony, or other opinions supporting or confuting
the theory set up by the first line of experts, and then we have the
melancholy spectacle, sorietimes, of three or four men, of repuiation, of
good professional standing, and presnined acquirements, going into the
box before twelve very common men, and & judge and scoffing lawyers,
and combating each others opinions, (under oath bear in mind),before the
jury. This is lamentable, because both views cannot be correct. If they
ave matters of opinion, there may be a difference of opirion, but in the
great majority of cases thereis a tendency to exaggerate on both sides to
such an extent that it is palpable even to those who do not know much
about it; hence a great deal of the criticism and harsh remarks about
medical experts.

A physician, if he is callea as an expert and his opinion is going to
be worth anything in assisting any court in arriving at proper conelusions
upon the facts testified to, should certainly hear the witnesses who
detail those facts, in order that he can express a safe opiniur.  Facts
which would escape the lawyer, which would escape the layman, are
necessary to be brought out to give the medical man proper data to
arrive at a just and proper conclusion, and thevefore I say that no
physician, except under very extraordinary circumstances, in my judg-
ment should go into the witness-box and express an opinion upon facts
which have transpired in a case without having heard the witnesses give
their evidence of those facts. I have known physicians who had heard
nothing of the case, perhaps, until it was half tried, and the plaintift and
the defendant had been cross-examined; the statements of the witnesses
taken in short-hand the only material placed before the physician bring
this transcript of testimony put in his hand a few hours only hefore he
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