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Mr. Justice MeCord on the Mean Temperature of Quebec.

nicated to me by his son ; this journal éppears to have|

been kept with a degree of care and attention which
nothing but a sincere love of science, and much leisure,
could have attained.
duly recorded, such as the first fall of snow, the freez-
ing of rivers, first winter roads, the breaking up of the
ice in spring, the blooming of flowers, forest and fruit
trees, besxdes the daily temperature, extremes of heat
and cold, &e. ; but, unfortunately, with the exception
of .the last mentioned observations (extremes) the
whole, as a comparative table, is without value, because
the observer never adopted any one daily fived hour for
observation ; the hours of observation of no one day
corre«pondmg w:tix those of any subsequent one. Thus,
the obaervatxons of- many years, made at a place ad-
mirably weil ‘adapted, from its situation, for giving a
correct.mean temperature for the district, uninfluenced
by thoge sources of error xnseparable from observations
made in-a city, have been rendered unavailable for the
purposes of tabular comparisons. Butin other respects,
the table itself is a valuable record, and executed with
the utmost care ; the mechanical exeention " alone, is a
curiosity. . From some of the tables by tlm
gentleman, I have compxled one, proving the matter of!
the fact above recordei, of the “great reduction in
the ranfe of the thermometer” at present, . -which, I}

think, will prove interesting. I will send it to you with

others on a future day. )

The tables herewuh sent. are compiled fmm many-
seript tables kept by the Rev. Dr. Sparks, of Quebcc,
and kindly lent .me for that purpose by the Rev. Dr.
Wilkie, of the same place. These tables, running
through a period of nearly a quarter of a century, were
also wnhout any summary; and aiter much_labour,
through, -aeveral years, I fourd by a note in the journal,

that the instraments used up to that period were defee- |,

tive. The ‘years now forwarded you, may. be depended

upon, accordmg to the Doctor’s statement, correct m-'

struments. havmg been substituted.

You. will: perceive ;that, the resuhs obtamed by Dz,
Sparks differ. consxderablv ‘from - those . .given by Dr,
Kelly, in .consequence of the selection of. times of ob-
servation by the Rev. Doctor, which do not' give the
_ mean of the. tueuty-four. . On a future oecasion, when
"X send you his barometric tables, I will. shew - ‘that by
applying the proper.correction for th-oee hours, as ob-
. tained byt the hourly o bseryatio
- ;I<laud, for the N. H.. Society:of, tlns .city, that there

_will not be much differerice in the general result, there-|.;

‘ by provmg the correctness of Dr. S's. obs _va_tans.

I bave the houor to be, ‘your'

v [

e 15 McConn. .

All the nataral phenomena are].

|

observatxona made at_St. Helens |
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