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I I’wnch Régime, '

The eally hosp1ta1 hlstory of Canida is the history of the countxy
1tseli it is the tale of hermsm and of martyrdom, of Indian massacre, of
 famine, fire and. pestﬂence, of colonization, of war and of c1v111zatmn
' The houses of the sxck 'in this’ country, as in older cwﬂwutxons, were -
called Hotel, Hospice, Hopital, without discrimination, and each oné
endeavoured to fulfil the combined mission of modern institutions bear-
ing the same names. .

In the earliest days of the country they were built of logs, the chmks_
filled in with clay, the rooms planked and the roofs covered with bark.
"They were of necessity surrounded by palisades and i‘.ortmed with can-
non, for, “in all Canada, no man could hunt, fish, till the fields, or-cut

" a tree in the forest without danger to his scalp. The Iroqu01s were
,everywhere and nowhere A yell, a volley of bulletl, a rush of sereechlng
savagesr—and ell-was over.” . o

. The, mmedlate nelghbourhood of these prnmtlvc houses of the sick was

:4ut111zed for.a burymg-ground where the nuns. themselves interred those

+of their order——and they were many—who did not survice its hardships.
Here also-ware buned the hospital sick or any others who died in the
colany:. Nearby was to be found the vegetable garden and barnyard,
which, too' frequently, ‘constituted their only source-of subsxetence In

.descnbmg the two-chief communities, Parkman- says: “ Tt:is dxﬁcultto‘
conceive’a. self-abnegatmn more complete than that of. the. hospltal nuns

*of Quebec and ' Montreal Tn ‘the almost total absence of tramed ‘and”

- skilled physmlans the, burden-of the sick.and wounded fell upon them. -

. Of:the two commumtxes ‘that of Montreal was ‘the more wretehed]y

_destltute, while that- of. Quebec: Was- exposed perhaps 10 greater dangéts.

- The nuns died, but’ they never’ complamed Removed from the arena
of ecclemastmal strife, too busy for the morbldness of the. clmster too
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