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Oviginal Gonvnunications,

PIONEERS OF MEDICINE IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC!
-BY
W. II. Druaioxnp, JM.D.

Mu. PrRESIDENT AND GEXTLEMEN :

Meebing as we do, heve in Quebee, the very cradle of our nationality,
the place and the oeccasion is I think, peeuliarly appropriate for
reealling to your memory, a few of the old-time worthies of our pro-
fession ; the men who were first to plant the Jisculapian banner on
the soil of Canada. It is difficult to write, or say anything about the
ancient city of Quebee, without picturing some of the greas events
which have occurred in her history, for history sur rounds us on ever "y
side, From the banks of the St. Charles, where Jacques Cartier held
his conference with King Donnacona and erccted the sacred cmblein
of christianity, to the plains of Abraham where fell the gallant Wolfe
and chivalrons Mountealm—but I wust forbear, and pass on at once to
the subjeet in hand.

It was indeed a motley crew that followed in the train of the
French merchants, who were first attracted by visions of the fabulous
wealth to be acquired in trading with the aborigines of the New
World ; warriors fresh frow the battle fields of Europe; mnen of the
proudest lincage of France, and who ‘had hreathed the atmosphere
of courts, wissionaries whose souls weve fired with zeal at the alluring
prospects of evangelization awaiting in the forests of America; and
adventurers, daring as ever followed the standard of William of
Normandy. Pictare to )omael»es if possible, the harbour of Port:
Royal, or what is: ‘now - Nova, Scotia, on the morning of July 27th,.
1606:.- 'lhue is unumal ‘bustle and e\cltcment down by the ~hon,..
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