
12 ETHNICAL FORMS AND UNETNDARTIFICIAL

Attractcd as iny attention was, to the mnarked contrast between the
protruding occiput of the elongated dolicliocephttlie, or kcumbecephalic
skull, recogtiisable ainong some Scottish primitive crania that camae
under iny observatioxi, ad the abrupt, truncated occiput of the oppo-
site type, 1 was the more prepared to suspect the exaggeration of the
latter peculiar conformation by artificial ineans; and this lias been
coiifirinied as 1 have become famiiliar with the characteristie peculiari-
ties of A mericatn artificially distorted crania, by recognising in them
the constant occurrence of the saine unsymmetricail irregularities as
are frequent in B.ritishi brachycephalic crania. The Iiesmurdie
slkull in the Scottish Museunm, alrcady referred to, is inarked by
great inequality iu relative lateral development, c,,speciailly where an
unusual post-parietal expansion gives to it its most peculiai' charac-
ter; and the -unequal parietal development, or bulging out on the one
side, of the Juniper Green skuil, is ail the more deserving of' atten-
tion froin the precise kçnbvldge ive possess of the posthuinous in-
fluences to which it had been subýject. The concomitanits of' the
Lesmurdie skuli w'vere littie less striking lui this respect. Lt was re-
covered froni a cist fornmed of slabs of mica-siate. ThioughI con-
structed -ivith care, and neatly paved with a flooring of water-worn
stones euibedded in loain, the crevices of the cist had not been sù
efffectually closedl as to prevent the inicaceous sand and earth from
being carried in, so as to ifill about three-fourths of the narrow cham-
ber. This accumulation sloped away with ditniuisliing depth
towards the nortiiern eud, w'here the skull lay on its left side, se that
the earth ouly partially imbedded it, leaving the riglit side uncovered.
A. neatly ornamented uru, as iu the Juniper G-reen cist, stood behind
the skull, with its rim protruding above the sand, frorn %which it wvas
recovered iu a pertèct state. These facts, along with those, already
detailed in reference te the circuinstauces under which tIE Juniper
Green skuil was found, are important, froni the proof they furnish
that to whatever cause the unsyi-nm-etrical irregularity miay be
traced, it cannet be ascribed to posthumous compression. The
sliglib accumulation of inflltrated sand in the Lesmurdie cist did net
cover the skull; while that at Juniper Green wvas free even-from
sucb triflinig adventitious elcînents. There the skeleton lay within
its.narrow sepuichral chiailber se entircly protected from any exter-
na influences, that we famcied we could deteet soine sligbt traces
of its linen covering, especially on the larger leg boues.
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