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Steel ‘company  stil} Tetains the option on the
Cowans and Drummond areas, and even though
the Steel people are now in control of tgo
Conl Co. it would not be surprising if they follow
ed out what waus said to huve been thejr inten-
tion, and bought the extensive and valunble Mop-
ien coal Property.  Both the North Atlantic and
Cowans arens contain large quantities of eon|
suitable for steel making, and thejr acquirement
by the Steel o Conl company would be » maguni-
ficent addition to their avhilable conl supply, It
would also menn much for Popg Morien and the
adjacent country, in the greag expansion of oper-
ations that would surely tollow,”

The above is from the Glace Bay Guzette, 1
the Steel compnny has still gy option on the Cow.
ans' arras there must have been » renewal, We
quite ngree with the opinion of the Guzette that
the acquirement of the Port Morien areas by the

ig coul company would mnke g splendid addition
to their already” fine roperty,  The one is the
complement of the other, With the acquisition
of the Port Morien areas the Dominion Coal Co's,
Property would be nje ly rounded off, [y would
then have all the known coul properties on the
South side of the Island,  T'he conl in the Port

orien areas, if analysis count for unything, is
Jjust the kind of coul the Steel company wunts for
its purposes, The uncertainty as to whether the
Propoerty of the Novth Atlantie Colliery Coy. con-
tains scores of millions or hundreds of millions of
tons has that degree of speculation about it to
make the propositiou spicey for big men.
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MAIN CAUSE oF RAILWAY ACCIDENTS,

“Why 0 many accidents on our railroads ? "' The
answer to this question is given by Master Mechauic I,
P. Roesch, of the El Paso & Southwestern Railroad, in
one word—‘‘chance. takers,” And he sayy emphatically

that the chance-taker must 80 having eliminated him, w

we shall also have done away with our accidents, The
fundamental cause of railway wrecks, Mr, Roesch told

the railway Surgeons at their recent annual meeting, is d

the human element, [y ives an “honor list " of roads
which did not kill a singl‘g passenger during the last fis-
cal year, but omits ty mention the Lackawanna, which
has not killed one in ten Years.  Railway and Locomot.
ive Engineering s ys:

to the passengers carried by them than by any other
means of transportation
‘In support of this, Mr. Roesch porated out that

the Pennsylviniy, the Burlington, the Sy  Fe, and the
Chicago & Northwestern Bran 1 Dassenger trains for
the year « i & June 30, 1900, ¥ tsingle (utality
o pussengers.  In 1908 the New York City str *e1-Cars
killed 444 persons and injured 36,060, W h regard to

very few uccidents can | ot down to

N

ment.  Railroads ure s
Prove conditions further by constantly adopting at enor-
maons outlay and eXxpense, any new equipment or ap-
prances which have stood the test and are proved to be
efficient salety-devices,

“When one comes down to the only phase of rail.

RECORD

! siriving to im- A

e e
road operation that so far has been beyond absolute con -

The whole matter, therefore, in Mr, Roesch’s opinion,
resolves itself into o campaign of education. Every one
connected with railroad work must be taught that he is
a valuable cog in the railway machine, and that any
failure on his part may jeopardize the lives of hundreds,

“Mr. Roesch is emphatic in what he says of how to
deal with the man who is habitvall; careless «ee. On this
subject Mr, Roesch suys : “The chance.taker, regardless
of position, must be weeded out, and if he can not be
brought to a realization of his responsibility in any other
maanner, thep statutory laws should be enacted and en.
forced, treating the proven chance-t: ker through whose
carelessness, indifference, or neglect others have been
subject to injury, as a convicted criminal, as much so as
one who commits a felonious assult,

“When men can be taught to realize that indifference
to the safety of others may in the course of events some
time pluce his own life or that of a member of his family
in danger, a longer step will have been taken toward in.
creased safety than all the mechanical appliances that
can possibly be adopted.”

“GREEN GOLD

An interesting miner's myth, once widely exploited
for swindling purposes, is nariated by the editor of The
Engineering and Mining Journal, who asserts that it is
Practically being revived to day The essence of the
myth is that the ordivary processes do not extract all
the gold from ore and that others may be devised to
save the remnant, This, the writer tells us, is simply
a falsehood ; but it is still believed by many. At a re-
cent mining convention an address was made in which
the speaker asserted that he had irrefutable proof that
£old had been extracted ju Paying quantiiies from come
paratively worthless ore pulp, fand announced his in-
tention ot torming a company to operate the process,
e read:

““The idea that there is gold hidden to the fire-assay
test thac will yield to a ‘process’ is a myth that will not
own. Perennally does jt bob up serencly, We call
it the'Green Gold Myth,” because long ago. in the early
duys ot Calitornia mining, if our recoliection be cor-
rect, a faker introduced it with an ingenious explanation,
to wit: The only gold that fire-assny determines js the
perfect metal such as we koow in" our watch chains,
coins, ete,, if we e lucky enough to have them, Now
there is also in some ores an imperfect, immature gold
—a young gold that has not existed through sufficient
geological eons to ripen, in other words,'green go,J'—
which in its tenderness escapes collection by the us.
saver's rude methods, Byt by treatment with the ri ht
kind of chemicals tiom the vurturing hands of the ‘1 0.
tessor' this deicate Kold could he tipened as quickly as
I

. ! und be put upon the same fooring as its

Siluri ' Archean congener,
“The myth Ubtedly goes further back, Perhaps
AN examination cf the Pages ot Agricola would Jiy love

that be koew of it. The alchemists in & way were be-
lievers in it Possihly it “isted even in the time of the
rgonauts,

“\y Ugratulate the gentlemen who ure m ntioned
by our Toroate correspondent upon their success 0
obtaining irrefutable Proof that gold hus been exiracted
in payiog quantity from comparatively worthless ore,
which is undeubtedly important if true, We beg them,




