ISSR opens it v very likely e found that
the fears of a great fullig ot 1 consnnption
have been much exaggerated and that, at
prices which will keep out the foreyen aticle,
Ametican uulls will atill be kept busy.  The
reduction of from & to 26 a tan compared
with the prices which have been ohtained this
year will of itself encourage rilway building,
as it will mean & reduction of something hike
2300 or {00 per nule in the cost of construce
tion.

In this connection it shonld be xaid that un
founded veports hinve been published to the
effect that all the great western railway com.
panies had decided % stop further construe-
tion for the coming year. While new enter
prises are not now projected by these com®
panics on as great a scale as that of 1887, they
all have lines under construction on which
work will be continued next year, and the
irresistible forees of competition will alvo very
probably incite them to other undertakings
which now are not anticipated,

Another Inventor Who Will Revolutionise
Railways.

J. W, StokeR, of Fuums City, has just
thrown upon the worle an inveation that s
calculated to entirely cevolutiomze railroad-
ing, by doing away with steam and putting
electricity iu its place. It is said thut a train
carrying all of Mr. Stoker's patents would be
a moving stream of clectricity, a circuit on
wheels, and the inventor is coufident that it
wil! be but a few years until all the muilroads
iu the country will have adopted his patents.
He has had no troubile in orgamanng a com
pany of Kaunsas City capitahists, who are of
his opinion and who have organized and taken
21,000,000 of stock in the patents.  The rai?
way train of the future will be propelled oy
clectricity, of course, and the inventor, to
hasten the change from the old to the new
wethod, has airanged his electrical contriv-
ance so that it can he applied to the loco.
wotive of today. The tender will he re-
placed by an clectrical storage hattery car,
about uvne halfl as large as an cxpress car.
The clectricity gencrated by the lattery will
supply an clectric motor in the cngine. The
motor aperates compressed air pumps which
foree the aiv into the boiler and run the en-
gine with cold air instead of steam.
does away with fucl and water, smake and
cinders. Having furnished the power the in.
ventor has turned his attention to the tnain
itsel. A very meat little contrivance, called
by the inventor an electric conductor and air-
brake coupler combined, provides octi

This
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stap the tram at ance. “The bell cord will be
done anay with by another mwvention, and
the grasping of a wooden handle or the touch
of wn electren] button will blow a whistle i
every carin the tiin and aldo in the engine.

There will I o further trouble with the
brakeman who callx out the nasnes ot the ata.
tions in an unintelligible gibbensh.  In the
endd of ench car will be avign. At the side of
the track at cach station will e a post, at the
fout of which will be planted an electric bat
tery.  Auarm from this post will reach out
xo an to touch cach car as it passes, and whenat
tonches the car an electne circmt will he
closed, und the card bearing the name of the
previous station will drop, giving place to the
one hearmng the name of the nest station.

Another clectrical device that the train of
the furme will canry, will be & contrivance to
prevent the wheels from shiding. This will
cause a great saving on a radroawd, as shding
wears out the wheels, and ix & sHmee of con-
stant expense.

The inventor does not intend that there
shall be any collisions of his moving battery
trains, and one of his inventions is an auto-
watic tlag giving system. By mcans of this
each train wall flag itself around curves or at
any dangerous point.  When a train arrives
at a certain distance from the curve an ec-
tric current is closed which raises a red Hag or
lantern on the uther mde of the curve.

Sull another of Mr. Stoker's ideas is an
automatic ventiiator for railway curs. ly «
syatem of clectric lights on wlich he has ap-
plied for a patent, the atorage battery in the
engine will furnish the light for the cars, and
the miscrable hittle coal oil lamps will be no
more.  The engine will ulso gleans forth into
the darkacss with an electric headlight, and
the mventor has a system of electric lighting
for awitcher. - Omaka Hejinbdice.

A Threatened Terror-

Tur domdon Free oo sy« - The Ger-
mans a gra)‘ MOora  as
long as the prong of a silver fok, which
actually cats steel rails  on the rauilroads.
The Cologne ¢/azette tells about an investiga-
tion made at Hagen, which discovered the
worin at work upon the rails, that were liter-
ally honey -combed and rendercd worthless by
this voracious steel-cating destroyer.  Jt car-
ries a corroxive sulmtance in it head, which
18 cjected upon the iron, and cats into it, 1en
dering it suft, whercupon the devouring rep-
tilc feasts upon the pudding thus prepared.
The weevil, the army worm, the caterpillar,

have discovered

for the clectric wires which are run through
the train, by connevting the tube which con-
taing them with air-hrake tube.  The coupler
niakes the connection for both aa aimply as
though they were but one tuls,

Mr. Stoker is how at work upon an inven-
tion that he cxpects will entircly supplant the
Westinghouse air brake. This is an electro.
automatic air hrake comstructed upon an en
tirely different plan frons that of the Weating
house. Hy mweans of 1t the presing of an
electric button in the vab of the engine will

the locuat, all the plagues combined fade into
insignificince before this stecel-cating discov-
ery. lron.clad ships ne longer offer any sure
protection, the canned corned beef has at last
found a foe which can pierce its cover, and
the hoiler of the locomative, the toa-kettle of
the domestic hearth, the iron water-pipe of
the street niain, amd cven the mask of the
lmse ball umpire becume, ciech and every
one of them, a snare and a delusion.
America has given Germany the Colorade
hertle: let us hape thut she has not
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attack apon ats radrond interest ' Nothing
hut electricity can save us  Stell rails power-
fully electritied might disagree with the diges-
tion of thix new terros, amd by inducing a low
and worbitic condition discourage the work of
deatruction which would otherwise be unim.
peded.  Ncientists cannot any too soon busy
themxelyes in providing sgainst the attacks of
this scourge.

A Word for the Baggage Handlers- The
Checking Bystem.

Tne Philadelphin Pimes suys - -Standing
iva railromd centre, where steuming engines
rush into the station with trembling haste,
one may observe the trunk smasher at his
work, and stand in wonderment that he exe-
cutes his tank so skilfully and yet with such
little damage. A breathless span of time is
allotted him to hand down his pile of trunks,
aml to the minute the work is done.  All
around him s the roar of a shifting, steaming
worll—embarking and disembarking in ex-
citing speed --and the ouly wman that stands
coal at his place in the midat of this seething
Babylon ix the expert baggage master.

To be a trunk handier one must be an ex-
pert.  Noue but men of peculiar fitness are
stationed at the great ruilromd exchanges. A
greenhorn can at once be detected.  He
tackles u trunk with bungling awkwardness,
he rolls it with putling labor, falls over it and
tilts and drope ita score of times. To watch
an expert unloading a train you will observe
how his une hand rests upon one cwrner and
the other upon the side.  He lands the truunk
upan the door, never upon any curuer, always
ou the full end.  The corner is the wrecking
point even of an iron clad.  He most dexter-
ously hurries it to one side with the case of a
toy, and hurls another after it with the grace
anud posc of a bail-player.  He always prefers
a large trunk to & small one- -it is hetter to
hondle.  The wrecking is never done by an
expert who haudles hundreds of trunks at the
great confluences of milroads. 1t is done by
the small fries of the lcast work — and particu-
larly by the incxperienced hands of roml ex-
presses.

Horses and Electricity.

Itis a widely acrepted truth that where
there is a gomd deal of smoke there must be
sne fire.  Applying this axiom to what is
saill in the newspapers about the propulsion
of strect cars by electricity, it would really
scem that the fire is neatly ready to burst out.
Iu the rapidly growing and densely populated
cities of New York and Brookiyn the crvelly
overtazwl horse oquipment of the street car
lines is fast becoming an eye-sore. The cable
system has been introduced just enough to be
appreciable, and show what might be done if
somebody would do it. A few weeks ago the
Julien electric motor perfornied some wonder-
ful experimental feats on the Fourth Avenue
line, pulling a car full of passengers at the
rate of 12 and even L3 miles, the mutor being
all the time ** utnler the most perfect contl,

preparced in return this insidious aml deadly ' stopping and starting with the greatest pre-
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