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i8,14S slwtiinn it v % 'ry likely bt-e find that

the fears of a great faliig oii in coniinption
have Ibeenà muchtý exaggerated ;&id] that, at

prices which will ktep obut the f.i ·ign LI ti-le,
Aitericat timlib will aitill lie kept iiny. Timi
reduiiction of flism $4 tii $6i a tînii ciliîmaied
wtith the prite wthich have been obptaindi tiis

yvar aill of itaelf encourage railma a) ltildmisg.
as it Witt mogeat b redttuctioni of smetitthiig like
$400 or $00 pei faitle ins the cit if cunstrue
tion.

iln this connectioi it ashouîlII lu, said thlat nits
foundllîlel reports have been )ublljlied to. tihe-
effect tiat ail the great aestet-i railwaity coim.
panties had decidIed t4b stop further conîstruc-
tion for the coaming year. While nîew enter
prises are tilt ngow projectei ly these cn

pétanies non a great a aiale as that of 1887, they
.dii have lies timder cnstruction oa whicih
work waill be conatiniuedil next year, and the
irresistiblle forces uf comîupetitionit Mill asio, very
prulbably incite theita ti other uidertakinigs
whici natow are nut anticipatel.

Another Inventor Who Will Revolutionie
Eailways.

J. W. Stoua.:, of F.ansas !ty, lias jusit
thruwns upon the a'îrl.i anm invention that ls
calculated tu enstirely reohlitiommxe raiircoai

inag, by ditoing awa,%y ithi steat andit pitting
electricity ila its place. It in saidi that a traitn
carryaag aIl of M1r. Stoke's patents wtoulid hie
a mîaaî.iung streaimi -if electricity, ai circuit on
wiels, and the inventÂ.r is confident that it
wil! ber faut a fews years until ail the railruads
in tlte country Wil have adopttd his patent.
lie has hadl a trouble i in orgamuuaag a uî<nn
pany of Kanas City capitaats, ala are tf
his opiiion ani wlao have oîrgatized.î atndl taken
1.000,000 of stock ins tht patenats. Thge rail
way train of thet future willie propellei a>

electricity, of .o>urse, and the invatar, tu
habsten the change froim tie oli to tihe ieA
miletiosd, lias airaiged lais electrical contriv-
aneac s that it cal le applied to the lh.e
aotive oi ti.-day. Ile tender wil lie re-

placdi bîy an electrical stoîrage hattery car,
albout ue half as large as an express car.
lite electricity geieratel by the ibattery will

supply an electric nobtotr in the engin.. The
montor operates coîiipresaed air pumipos whici
frrce the air into tihe boiler and run the Can-
ginle with cl,)d air instea iio steam. lais'

lies away with fuel aisi water, antoike and
ciileras. Hiasviig furnaished the poer the ins.
ventor hias turned ls attentitan tu the train
itaelf. A veay neat litiie cuntrivance, callel
by thbe inventor au electric conductor and air.
htiake coupter conbine, provides connection
for th electric wires which am runi through
the train, by cnineiing the tube which cen.
taine them with air-brake tube, iTe coupler

mitakes the canaection for loth as simply as
ithugh they wtse Ibat coe tule.

Mr. Staker is now at work upan an inven.
lin that h expects Witt eatirely supplamt the
Wesinghouse air brake. This is ait electr-
autosnatic ait brake csetrucited upon an en
tirely liffernt plan froi that of U Westing
houme. 1ty anaus of at thle pressing of an
eletric lbuttoin in the Sl i the n<iue will

top> thet tian at eo. Thev bell corw iî ill bIe

dontway wi) ithi by anti.rl-l 1nvetionlll, .&ti

the gitliig of a t ioden hainule ri the touci

of ,ia1 elt, tu-a itttn awil u'blow a w histie Ils
e-ver i or ins the ta ails and aisg ini the enigmtae.

Tlierv %Ill b lai fiai tie trouble witia the
ibrakemii t io enlis out the ta-nes of the ata-
tiotls ini an iiniatelligible gilenilsh. In the
end41 ot eat-l cat a ill lie a 'igi. At the sie oîf

thge trak at each itattinit Mill lbe a pos8t, at tite

foiut tif % hili o ili i planted an electric iat
tery. .\n anin froi this post will reach out
i) as to, tit h racha car a it pasac, and wlen it
touches ti vai nia electrie circint wrililhe

clIsed' iiad the t-ai beariig the niatie of the

previots .t.tation a ii1 datifs, givintg pl.ce to the
oie hiearting the namae .. f the taext station.

Anthitaer 'ectrical device that the traita of
the fmitie witt Caia y, a il lie a conti i vance to

preventt the wheels frot sitnhng. This will
cause a great sa iig <maa aI r.ihoal. as sdla.inig

Wear» olt the wheels, and in a a nu ite of v'olt-

sttant exietase.
'ie inventor does naut intend that there

shallat be aiy -oîllisiotis tif his tmios ing battery
traits, an.1 ne îîf lis mttîventionis is ail auto-
maatic lag giviag systema. liy mieats of titis

eac train a ill lag itself trîasoin curves or- at

any iaigerouits piint. When a truin ;arrives
at a certain distance fromt, the cirve at e
trie currenît ia cloei whii raises ai ted ilag or
lautera oni the ther side of the curve.

Stli iaottlhet îof M1r. Stokcr's ideas s at
autosiatica %enttlato- for railmay cars. By a
systemta of 'lectric liglats oan a laiea lhe aits ap-
pliti fur a patent, tit storage tbattery in the
etigine will furnish tle light for the cars, au
the niscrable httle coa ail latils will lie n

more. 'lh etagitne a dil altso glecams& fforth, iito

the iarketss* %ith ain electric lieadligit, liai
the amveaatir h.n a systetti of electric ligittiag
for iwitches. - Oinlnh R<imc<w.

A Threatened Terror.

Ti l. idi Fr-" /'« 'e'.- The Ger-
mais i aie scoîverued a gray waori as
long as the proig of a silver folk, wnhict
.ctially cati steel rai!s on the railroads.
Tlt Cologne .tt tells afilit at invetaga-
tion iaade at HIagenl, whicl diiscovemd the

woni at work upin tie rails, that acre liter-
allyahoney.combed at rea.ercl weirthless by
this îUracious stee'-eatmig Uetrioycr. It car-
ries a crtsivc suistuice in its laul. which,
ls ejcetel uluan the irost, andbi tata into it, ten
lerinag it coèft, wherupon the devouring rep.

talc frasta upunasic the pudding tihus preparel.
The weevil, te armiy warmai, the caterpillar,
th. locnait, ail the plagues cnined <agie intia
insignuiinune before this steel.eating diasuî-

ery. Irn-clai sahips no longer oaffer any aure
pmtectin., the cansand coraed lier( las at last

figuni a foie which can pierce its s'aver, sai
the boier «of the lommtotive, the tea-kettle of
the donwatic hearth. te inin water-pipe of
the astreet iiain, aid ev-en lite miask of the
lase hall umpir' hecosmer, each and every

ue of tham, a sNu" aid a dieluiou.
America hias givrn .ermiany the C'olorasd

lertie: let us hoe that she has tant
preparel in retna thisa insiçious and deallally

tttat'k uîpon its iti.lulroaigd inaterest ! Notiiing
buit tele'tricity via lave us Steil r.îilî pn er-
filly electritii iiglit ilsiagiet-te % ith the diges-

tion of this new tel tuf r, ail by indneatling a low
adiiita.l irbiti condition diesourage the w-ork of
Ilentruction whicl would otla w ais' he utimit.

pciledl. Scieitistés cannaot atny toou, Soin bitsy
thm ilc in proviiling aîgainst the attatclks of

this lcivomge.

A Word for the Baggage Handlers- The
Checking System.

Tais lhiladeilclphaia T'lauo siays - -Standing
ini ai railiroal centre, lere steaaiitig enagitnes
rusai into the station with tretibhng liaote,

<aine iaty observe tit titak satiasier at his
oirk, ansd aittai int wondaîlermtat- that lhe exe.

cutea his tamk No akilfully andiu yet % itih suca
little datiage. A Ireathlless spian îîf tiie is
allotted hiin to hadtait down ftis pie of trutnks,
and.l to the taintite the work is doue. Ail
artand hii in the roar of a shaifting, steamiing

wiril--embittarkintg and disembarkiny' itn ex-
cittg speed -- atI the ontly titan t-la standus
coulr at lais place ina ait imaidst of this seething
liabylont is tle expert laggage master.

To L- a trunk hanller one iasit he ait ex-
pert. Note but men of peciliar fitnelss are
statiosied at tie gîeat railroad exchanges. A
greeiiornt cati at ntace lhe detected. lie
tat-ckle a trunk with buunglinag awktwardnesa,
he ruila it aiith pufing labor, fallu over it and
tilts at dlrips it a score of tintes. Tu watch
an expeart utloailinag a traita you will observe
ho hi s tînt hanl resta upon one corner andel
the other tapon the sigle. He ladts the truak
uaum the flor, aever uaponta any coner, always

oa the full end. The corner in the wrecking
point even of an irot cladl. lie oigsit lexter-
ousily hurries it to one niole aith the case of a
toy, and hurla atnother aiter it with the grace

.and pue of a liall-player. He always prefers
.a large trunak ta a asmal e- -it is letter tu
î:iaale. The wreckinag is never -hiie by an
expert who han dles hu.dreIs of trunks at the
gîai coaitlaauence of railrosads. It is donc hy
dte smtnal) fries oi tht teast w-rk - andul particu'
larly by the inexperiencei handa oif roadu ex-
presses.

Horsm and Electricity.

IT is a wilely aeriptel truthî tait where
the'se is a sI deal of angske there inut lae
auine tire. Applyinag this axiota to what is
amid in the newalapers aliant the prnpulsion
oîf street cars by ectricity, it would really
seei thsat the fire is nearly uaiy ta but out.
li Ute rapidly growing and densely populated
cities of New York and Brooklyn the crlly
overtaxedc horse equipsent cf the straet car
lines is fait becoming au eye.saor. The.cable
system h lassai intainced jusit enagh %o be
appreciable, ani show what enight lc doue if
sonmeabody woitlal do it. A few veeks ago the
.lulien electric maotor perfornaised sa a nder.
fat experimetal feaits n the. Fouth Avenue
line, pulling a car full of passnger t the
rate of 12 and even l' milesli, the mtsr bing
ail tse titan -attler lii nt prfet coatrl,
stopping and starting with the greatest pre.


