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diate notice; tili by an evii licart 'Of
unbelicf, ive have been tempted also
Io depart fron Mie living God. In
such a state of niind wve seek for
principles whieli wi Il correspond witii
the feelings of a backsliding heart.
We take such a viewv of doctrinal
truth as is favourable to our conduet,
and tetrn the grace of God into
kasiviousiless.

Often lias it struck the wvriter of
these hîints as a nielaueholy fact, that
even on Lord's days, iii religious
families, public news occupies no
sinali portion of tinie and conversa-
tion. Howv readily do we speak of
the state of the times-how feelingly
enter into the generat calamnities
under whicli soeiety groans! But
aas!1 the naine of the Redeeiner,
how seldom mientioned 1 Surely our
meeting together on that day, both
for divine worship and f'riendly con-
versation, should be in the fear of
God, to speak of the glories of his
Aingdoni, andI talk of Ais powver.

Our social visits are often conduet-
ed in a reanner by no ineans favour-
able to the interests of the gospel of
Christ. In some cases, those ivho
inaintain the wvarmest regard to some
of their bretlîren, avait themselves of
the absence of others to expose their
faults. Instead of dwelling on their
privileges as cilizens of the new
Jérusalern, or encouraging one ano-
ther in the way of duty as servants
,of the Lord Jesus ; if the subjeet be
flot scandai, how often is it of the
most trivial i mporti1 A Il profess to
love God, but his excellencies engross
no attention ! Such :meetings are
closed too often without even a word
of prayer!1 The savor ofeMe name
of Christ is not made manifest, and
while the sinner observes our negleet
of what ive profess to love supremely,
and our habits of dwelling wvith such
pleasure on subjeets in whioh lie ean
fully join with us, lie coneludes that
ive who knowv religion, think it of
sînail moment. 1-lowi often too,

among the enemnies of the cross of
Christ does our complaisance tranîple
uipon1 principle or duty 1 Our con-.
nexions are destitute of divine gtac,,
and ive insensibJy slide into their
unanners and conduiet.

Many of the contentions whiel,
tear asunder the churcli of Christ
arise also from teic ant of more
personal religion. Religion, lively
religion, alone can unite the liearts of
mnen in the iways of' God. The
gospel of Jesus, as it obtains the
ascendency in the tîeart, will tcaclî
that forbearan ce, gentleness, aîîd
ineekness, wvhich are essential to thýe
peace of a Christian conlmuiinitv.
Those iv'ho in ancient Limes liad niot
communion wvithi Our Lord ,Jestis,
ivere also the inost distitiguislied for
brotlîerly love. Love to God '«ii
lend us to love nloq;t cordially ali ho
in every place cati ueponz tie name of
the Redeenier.

Before suclh a spirit, wrath, bitter.
ness, and clamour, with ail strife %vill
give place, and Mec uniityioftlie Spirii
ivilI be preserved in the bond qf peace.
l'ie happy effeet of this union is)
former tinies wvas, that THEY GRF.W
AND MULTII>LIED.

The various contentions vhicu
take place in churches often respect
things of very smail importance,
often, of no importance at ail, and
wiiile wve are thus contending, the
cause of te Saviour is bleeding at
our feet. Satan is pleased wsith
strife; but the Spirit of God is the
Spirit of' peace, and where there is
not peace, attended with lively reli-
gion in the heart, there cannot be
permanent prosperity.

Ought wve not withi great serions-
ness to lay these things to lieart?
Wliat say you, friends of our Lord
Jesus? Let us examine ourseve,,
and each enquire carefully, and in
the fear of God, into our own state.
Whatever claims the world rnay have,
it ean have none of sucli importanice
as to excuse oui' prompt and perse-


