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Society's missionaries. Ilis 11irst purpose 'vas to proceed to thie South Sems,
but his final choicew'as the 'vat and vet unexplored fleld of the central
region of South Africa. His chief work wvas aniong '- te Bechwanas. Ilis
picture of wbiat tlîey wvere ivlien lie first kneiv them would biardly nowv be
recognuized, so entirely have they clianged under the neNv influences -%vlich
Moffat was arnong the first, to brin-g to bear on tlîem. He found them niere
savages, idol-worshipers, constantly at war anion- tlîernselves and %Vitii
their neiglubors, ignorant of the arts of agriculture, and in the utterly de-
graded state for -%ichl- N«c must seek a, counterpart now in the more distant
tribes %vhoin the message of civilization bias not yet reachied. It 'vas Mot-
fat's mission to civilize as wvell as instruct, to free those Nvith. whiom lie "'as
brought in contact froni the curse under w'hielu they seeined to, lie, to raise
them to a ig-lier life, and so to fit thexu to become recipients of the sacred
message of good tidings whichi it ivas luis main ultirnate puu'poso to announce.
Ris success '«ithin the liiniited field to whichi lie confined himiself-a field
-whicli lias been now far ovei'passed by the subsequent labors of othier de-
voted men, miost notably by those of bis own son-in-lawv, David Livingstone
-ivas veuy rnarked. His first care %vas to nuake himiisehf thorou-luly
master of tlic languag-e of tiiose to whioii lie w'as sont. For fifty yeaurs, lie
lias deelared, lie hiad neeun accustoined to speakz thie, Becluwvana tongue; lie
reduced it to ivritten characters, and, as an agent o! the British and Foreign
Bible Society, translated the Scriptures jito it. Thxe Bechwanas, uinder
MIoffat's guidance, became neîv men. Mission work grew and spread aniong
thein; -%vliat Mloffat liad begè un to do -%vas taken up by other lîands; a per-
marient body of native pastors wîas created fromi anoiîg the Bechwanas
theniselves, and the w'hole region wvas raised out of the savage state in whlui
11offat liad found it, and becanrie in îîo snîall degree civilized as wvoll as
Çhristianized. To efi'ect this, and to make it possible for othors to ettect it,
was the chief business of Moffat's working life. He wvent out to Southi
.Afi'ica in 1816. lIe ]eft it flnally in 1870. During- tlîat long interval thic dar:
continent wvas attacked and exfflorcd in ail directions. intfetravelers
and rnissionai'y travelers were busy pushiing their way into regions to Nwhichl
Iloffat nover penetrateü. It is .1offat's hionor to have bcen the first in the
field, to biave laid, as it were, the stpii-tnsby -which bis seesr
bave been able to outstnip Iiiim; to bave borne the burden and ieat of the
day in early inissionary work, and -tt once to have given an exaîîple of de-
votion to his noble cause and to have furnislied proof thiat the grourîid was
not barren, and tliat ev'en iii South .Africu the good seed igh-lt bc trusted to
spriîîg up and to briîîg forth, abuindant f ruit.

"6It us the fitshiion lin soîne quart<.rs to scott at iwissionari(s, to recQLve
their reports w'itli incr-edulit3', to look at theîu at besqt as no mnore than liar-
less enthiusiasLts, proper subjects for pity, if îîot foi' ridicule. The rocords of

niioaywork lu South Afriot iiiust bc a. blank page to those 1by wvhomu
sucli ideas are entertained. We owe it to our tisisionaries tlîat the, Nvhole
region lias been opeiied up. Aliart froîn tîxeir special service aspraur,
tlio3' lave done imipor'tant wonlc as pioineeî's of civ'ilzation, as geogu'affhors,
as contributors t') pliilologir'al î'esvarch. Of those wlho hiavi' taken p)art in
tis, Moftat's naie is îîot the beqt, kinowvn. Mioltat, it imV lie said, lias
labored, and otlier men lhave entered into luis lal)or. Livingstonîe lias corne(
after hîîn, and lias gonc be-yonid lini, zand bias lînkvd lus uuucuiory for ce'er
'«ith the records of the~ South Afrivan Church. SI1u.ke aid Stzinlt' hiave lie-
conie hiousehold mnies ;vhuere Moffat. lias been. muîknwiwv or lias lî''u fkorgot-
ten. In his own simiple '«ords, it never occurred to, 1jin, vhuile wvorkiig
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