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forms which we now have in existence. The general law,
therefore, of” animal lite on the earth since the beginning has
been a law of progress.

Mau in every way we consider nun whether it be em-
bryologically, geologically, structurally or mentally is one of’
these forms of animal life.  The differences which exist are
those of degree and not of kind, Therstore he has been,
and is still, subject to the same general laws that have gover-
ned life since its appearance on the earth, and any discussion
of his antiquity must be carvied on inthe light of the geolo-
gic series, or in other words, the succession of forms in time.

As Geology cannot be marked off distinetly from
many other sciences, these others should also be consalted
whenever they bear upon the question.

In the study of Natural History, vo feature will move
the observer to greater wonder than the remarkable adapta-
tion of organisms to their environment, so wonderful that
we have been tanght to regard it as conclusive evidence of
the direct supervision of a Supreme Being.

When a country becomes cultivated, m .ny insects injur-
ious to the crops soon appear and new pest:. are continually
being deseribed with marvellous habits and  structures  de-
signed either for protection from encmies, orv for procuring
subsistence nnder the changed conditions of life.  Most of
these insects, undoubtedly, formerly thrived on the forest trees
or wild vegetation of the country until the changing condi-
tions led to change of habits and more or less change ot
structure to enable them to exist. As the habits and strue-
tures of these insects change under changing environment,
and as conditions, ¢limatal or otherwise determine the exis-
tence of forms of life in all cases upon the earth, we have
come to regard the principle of adaptation to environment as
one of the great Natural Laws, and to deduce the Physical
Geography of the Globe during past time from the structures
of the organic forms found in the different portions during
the several periods.

From these considerations it follows that new species
come in when changed conditions render change ot habits
and consequent change of form necessary to existence, and
further, that existing species came in as soon as these condi-
tions became favorable for their existence, and at the place
where these conditions first became favorable.

Positive and direct evidence of the Antiquity of man
trom Geology, is untortunately somewhat meagre and inde-
Adnite, but when we consider the subject in the light of these



