
RIGUTIIANDE»NESS. Zj

and loft hand,I1 found the difference did unt amount to two to one. In
one casa 1 noted 137 carry the burden on the loft ahoulder te 81 on thse
riglit; in another case 76 te 45; andina the case of loading eord-wood,
whare tha natural action of the riglit hand is to place the burden on
the loft sheulder, and where, therefore, the use of the righlt shou]dcr
implieeq that of the left band. the numbers wera 65 using the loft shoul-
der and 36 the right. Uec, thorefora, a practical test of a very simuple
yet reliable kind, fails te conflrmn the idca of any such nechamical cause
inherent in the constitution of the humian frame, tending te a uniformn
exartion of thse riglit aidie and the passive employment of the loft, in al
musculer action.

But the unsatisfactory nature of tbis theory as a solution of right-
band -dncss is placed beyond doubt, wheu it is applied te cases of devin.
tien frein the normal1 action which is assumed te result frein it, and te
reuder right.isanaeancss a meehanical necessity. blany instances of
lefthandedness Dr. Bluchanan considers te ba probably «nI erely cases
of ambidortrousncas, when the habit of using the left side, in wbatover
way begun, has given te thé muscles of that sida suai a degrrea of
developaient as enables thein te compote with the muscles of tha right
aide, in spite ef thse mncobIanieal disadvantages under 'whieh tlioy labour;"
but hca ffirmns, Ilthare is an awkwardness in the muscular efforts of
snob men, which scems te indicate a strugg"lc aga1inst nature." But for
those indisputable cases of "II mn Who unquestionably use tlieir left
limbs with aIl the faeility and effieiency with whichi other mon use thoir
right," lio is cempelled cither te resort te the grataitous assumnptien ef
cimalformations and patiiological lesions in early lufe, diseases of the
rigl t ]un-, contraction of tha chcst frein pleurisy, enlargemient of the
s&pleen, distortions o? thse spina," &c.; or a complota reversai of thea
wholce internai organic structure. There -ire mon, lio says, enjoying
perfect hienlth, Ilin whon the position of aIl the thoracie and abdominal
viscera is revorsed :thora are threc lobes o? tho loft ]an,;, and only two
o? the riglit; the livor is on the loft sida, and tha heart on tho ie .
But where sucli is the casa, though it Mnay escape observation, iL la
readily aseertainablo during, lufe. Any -oae dan tell on mvhiçli side bis
heart lies. I have long beau accustomed te talze note of left-hiandedness,
and huve, noer known -. casa whiere it could bc aeeounted for in this
Èay; whilc èascs o? ascertained transposition o? the viscera ara on
record içithout any corresponding loft-handcdness. Professer yr,
whilo rcfcrring te inch abnormal organization as oea of its causes, dees.


