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Snicealedsince their formation by the deposition on them ôf other
xiewer rocks; or'they niay lie Bituated in areas which are at presentý
hiddon frein us by the ocean. Pourthly, there may have been times,
in which great changes in life were actively progressing in areas in-
-which thero might lie little or no contemporaneous deposition, of
rot*.

FI,ônr these and similar causes, it is alxnosb certain that we eial
nEver hoe able te point to- a complote series of deposits, linking one.
great geologgical period, such sa the, Cretaceous, to- another, such'aa,
thè-Ebcene. Stili we may well have a, strong. conviction that such

,deposits miust exist; or must ha:ve at, one time existed, though 3i1
traes of thein may now -bc, lest. tlpon any theory of Il evo]ution>»'
at any rate, it is certain that thire cau ie, no break lu the great
eries of stratified deposits, buat that there must have been a complet-
«"ebatinuity" of life and of deposition, frôxu the laurentianperiod-te
ilre'present day. There'was and could have been no such continuity
in'any one given- amas; but'it is -net credible that the chain should
ev'er hiave liea snapped at- one point, and takea-up-again at another*
whiolly diflbrent one. The links may, indeed must, have been forgea:-
ln-di&fent places; but thre chain. uevertheless remained unbroken.
FÈbm this point of view, thora would lie littie irnpropriety in saying
thàt we arc utill living in the -Silurian period; but we could say scv
li-avex7 limited sense only. Most-geologists probably would admit.,
that there must in nature-have been sucli an actual continuity of-tho
grtat geological periodse. Nvertheliss it remains-certain that we
can' nover dispense, with, the-division, off the-stratified serins i.nto-
defLxiite rock-groupesaud- ife±periods: Weenneveriiope tediseovei&-
aUbof the-lost-links-of'.the*geo1ogiMl choisi, and- the groat formatione'
will evor lie separated from' eue -anothor ly more orbless pronounco&-
plhyicalor paloeontological-lireakb orby both combîned. The utmosb'
wecan at presentdo is-tosxarive-"at the couviction-that- the lines-o-
démarrcatin between-tlÏe -greae-*formations* only -mark gaps- 'in, one-
kzlewleiigé, and' -that-:there-can--be- in- nature ne ?ltatus. iu- the- long,

Thei-t'eory; then; of geoldgiéal dacotinuity' xnay iu-pracice'-be
carried 8e-far s'-e usolese- or, even' injurions te the'progmm-ofe
8cienSe hxoo~et-éh'aewt a-recentattemptbp
Pr'ôfeýsôr- Wyvillè Thomnson îd-sbbw that- 'Iwo are' tiWIlving li tâe-


