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{For THE CaNaDA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.]

Every candid and serious reader of the history of this continent
must have observed the mighty influence, for good or evil, which
several dietinguirhed men have, by their personal character and
policy, exercised over the current events and destiny of its seve-
ral governmcnis—take, for instance, that of Roger Williams,
Champlain, Wm. Pcnn, Lord Baltinore, Washington, or Adams,
and many others. Among the most prominent, stands Wm.
Penn, whose upright, merciful, just, and wise policy, the oflspring
of genuine Christianity, eueured for the Colany, of which he was
the illustrious founder, that prosperity, security and peace, it so
long enjoyed, and such respeet for himself, and it, fiom the Indian
tribes, among whom he founded it, as rapidly to advaunce that
state of the public mind which prepared it for the blessings of civil
and religious liberty, now so Targely dispensed over the United
States, and of which it is one of the principal and most interest-
ing arenns. At that early period of the great 'Temperance cause,
he, with other clear sighted patriotic men, in the midst of wach
abloquy, embraced every opportunity in which his personal influ-
ence or authority, had weight to prevent the use of intoxicating
liquors, and, therefore, inall the first regulations of the Assembly
of Pennsylvania, strict regard was had to the prevention of the
sale of liquor to the Indiang, which Penn had studionsly all along
endeavoured Lo prevent.  Of the evils attendant npon a coutrary
course, the remarkable history of his eventful and useful hie gives
painful proof. In 1653, we are informed, chat ¢ Penn was
pleared to learn, by letters from Ameriea, that the members of
his own Society bad conducted themselves generally well ; that
they had been careful to pravent the intindaction of strong liquors
emong the Fundians, and had beld several religions meetings with
them.” Other intclligence, however, contained in these letters
way far from agreeable.  Very serious irregularities had crept in
among the Colonies —slrong drink, that eternal source of ill, had
hegun ils demoralizing arork,  Tewn, in his letters to T, Lioyd,
insisted that the nuwmber of drinking houses shonid be inmmmediately
reduced ; that all persons who had made the caves (temporary
holes in the sund bank on the pide of the river for arcommodation
ofgettlers arriving late in the season), receptacles for improper
company, should be ordered 10 get up their houses elsewhere.
Again, in 1698, we arc told, * For smne tine things hnd not
gone on pleasantly in Pennsylvania, Even Calonel Markham,
Penn’s relation, had not acted in such a way as to give Penn
and the settlers satisfaction,
this year.

But things had gone on better there
Still, o great deal of evil was caused by drinking,
hence the magistrates were instructed to curtail the number of
inn.keepers, and to license those only upon whose gaod conduct.
they thought they could depend. ¢ Poor creatures,” exclaims
the author; “1hey were not aware thus carly, that there is
a0 means of coring of preventing drankenness, and the vices
which it pencrates, but the disuse of intoxicating drinks alto-
gether,”

On thig account, Penn himsell decs not appear to have been
fully aware of the danger of cven snilowing them to understand
that there was risk in the tasting of a single glass, for the histo.
vian informa ns that < On Penn’ retarn o Peunsbary, another
tribe of Indians, which had not gone down to Philadelphia with
those previously mentioned, came to him to renew the treaty
which lie had made with them after his first voyage to these parts,
John Richardson, a Yorkshire Quaker, who was then travelling
in America as a minister of the gosp), was at Pennsbury at the
time, and witnessed what was done on the occasion, and has
given an account of it in his journal.
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One of the Indians observed, that they never first broke heit
covenants with other people; for, smiting his hands upo? it
head three tinies, he said, they did not make them there in lhe‘
heads ; but, smiting his hand three times on his Lreasty s:i
they made them there in their kearts. ** Fam sorry,” Fays‘hﬂt
bingrapher, * to learn from this account of John Richardson

Penn gave the Indians some brandy awd rum to drink,
countenancing the greatest bane both of civilized and savage
ple.  But Penn,” continues the historian, * had not learné
whal 18 called the moderate ure of those drinks as a bever
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inovitably leads to drunkenness aund ruin among savage, an .thO
many cases, amang civilized people as well.  He fived undef o
old dark dispensation on this subjeet, before the light nl'(!"‘ te
perance reformation had dawned.” )ore

CORRESPONDENCE.
Norwood, Dec. 17, 12 be
The 161h of September last was ¢an high day” ' der
little village of Warsaw. It was the day of the annu? a
monstration of the friends of Temperance ; it was “'sohe
festival, for under the auspices of the Sons, aided bY
Daughters of 'I‘em‘prr:mco, who gratuitously pmvide"
confectionery, an excellent dinner was provided-
early hour the Divisions of the Sons from Peterboro’s
wooa, Westwood, Oakdale, and l’em-a-dash—a-q“e"’"”".
gan to pour in, until at noen, when the procession of t
formed, above a thousand people were collected- A "
walk of an hour, the Sons returned, wheu the Dj‘"g olly
were ready with the good things of this life, to \Vhwh{.c
five hundred men, women, and children did ample Jus? ont
As the day was delightfully fine, the tables were I’"O T.
in the open air on the lawn,in front of the hous® . (he
Choate, E~q.  After dinver at ahout 2 o’clock, Ca"‘e'ki"g
feast of reason and the {low of soul;” then the spet \Vy”
commenced ; the great theme, ¢« the Maine Liquel L ost
which, in all its amplitude, was nohly advocated DY Slefs
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of he speakers, whose namcs were as follows : =+~
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sq., chairman, Rev. H. Stephens, Rev. W. ”mnlei
. i v

Messrs P. Canaon, James McQue, (whose Indian 02 Hi”’

Wah-wanb-schi-bon-css), Samuel Young, Georgé A- tof
Peter Pearce, and D. M. McAleese. The great faum,.s
the speakers was their numbei ; they were too ma.ﬂY1 "
limiting too much the time of each. The speal"“‘g bt
generally good, and to the point, and to particnlil“Zc
appear invidious. o
Oue of the speakers, a Capt. H., whois a man surg
the wiiter of a most extraordinary petition, from
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mer and Burleigh, fately refused a reading by onr;:a; athe
ture, and of another petition for the abolilion of the 5% pgt

"This tamons captain attempted to prove by a syllogis™ 65
the moderate diinkers are Lthe great fiiends of l_PmP"r . be
(hat they passed the law in Maine, and that it eveuogi‘m
passed in Canada, they must do it! But as bis Syea "
was only a sophism, we shall not impose 1t on your 1
Another of the speakers, Samuel Young, 1< of
Rapids, is now no more ; he has gone to his reward.
dewmise, sociely has experienced the loss of an
Christian man, and a consislent and able advocate

temperance cause. /
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