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of the longr oppressed Filipinos
and enlightening of the strangely
mixed population of lier niew
possessions. The privileges of
the Habeas Corpus and the Bill 6f
Righis -%Yill take the place of flic
feudal tyranny and priestly oppres-
sion.

We heard a coloured preachier
last surnmer state tlat Providence
had a brilliant future in store for
the people of those islands, for had
flot the great Apostie of the Gen-

found, on account of the war, hiad
doubled in price. A brief resuime
of wliat is known about these
islands may be of interest to the
readers of tlîis magazine.

The Philippines %are tlue inost
northiern group of the Indian
arclîipelago, stretch ing, a thousand
miles from north to southi, and six
hundred miles fromi east to w~est.
Thiey make alniost a continulous
link betNveen the great islands of
Borneo and Formosa. and formi
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tîles written an epistle to the
Philippines ! The brother in
black was a littie astray as to the
fact, but we doubt flot wvas per-
fectly correct in bis prediction. It
is strangye how littie most of us
kcnew about the Phiilippines tilI the
search-Iighits of Uwvssiswr
turned upon them. The principal
idea suggested to the present
writer by thieir nanue was thiat of
Mianila hiemp, whiichi, whien lie
ivent to, buy a summner swving, lie

the eastern border of the Chiinese
Sea. They almost equal in ex-
tent thie empire of Japan. There
arc over fourteen hundred alto-
gethe, but many of tliese are littie
nmore than bare volcanic rocks.
Nin e of tlieni. howe.ver, are large
auîd Nvonderfully ferziÎle islands.

Luzon, the most considerable,
lias an area of forty-one tlîousaîîd
square miles, and a population of
about 5,0,000oo. Tue others aggre-
.gate about &-jSo square miles,
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