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1V.
Favourable disposition of the majority
of Infidel and Heathen nations to
embrace Caristianity.

necessary pecumal) means for assisting
the clergy of these diffcrent sects, who
are extremely poor, and for protectmg
{ many of those who wish to be convert-
led, against the persecution of their fel-
low-counirymen.

Since Paliztine wnd Syria bave come
,'undel the dominion of the pacha of

At the present day above all, the Egypt, the Catholics enjoy much more
prospects of the Catholic Missons are Ihbext) There new missions, colleges,
favourable. It seemsasifon allsides a Iaml churches are contmually rising up,
great movement of the nations was pre- j and in some cities, as in Meppo the
paring to embrace the holy religion of ; most edifying piety is witneszcd.
the Saviour.In the first place, if we turn . The inhabitaots of the great island of
our eyes to the East, in nearly all the | Ceylon have solivited and obtained from

regions there which are still subject to |
the Turkish emperors,Catholicism makes
a visible progress ; the hatred of the
Turks against Chnsnans declines with
the Mahometan fanaticism ; at the very
gates of the capital, tne Catholic wor-
stip is cclebrated with extraordinary
pomp, and with more freedom than the
‘Church enjoys in many kingdoms of |
Europe : every year the aderable hody !
of Jesus Christ is born in triumph
through the sireets and suburbs of Para,
and even the infidels bow themsclves
respectfully as it passes. Constantino-
ple beholds aiso 2 Catholic college
within its walls.  Smyrna, in Asia Mi-
nor, contains necarly 10.000 Catholics :
Salonica possesses a school, and in
many other places holy priests and fer-
vent monks labour with admirable zcal
to recall their dissentient brethren to
the unity of the faith. The Right Rev.

Dr. Coupperie, bishop of Babylon, pos-
sessed great infJluence in these countiies
from his knowledge and his virtues; he
converied many  hereiies; Syrian, Ar-
menian, Chaldean, Nestorian, and Jaco-
bite Bishops have returncd to the bosom
of the Church ; but through 211 the Le-
vant,‘the namber of his converts would
be much gneaﬁz} *rf there existed the

the English governmart the re-estab-
lishment of the Catholic religion,and a
bishopric. ‘Thuse of the kingdoms of

| Camboja, of Pegu, and of Laos call for

missionaries, and some have been al-
ready sent to them. Our holy religion
enjoys great liberty in Persia, and the,
king of Simm continues to afford it the
same protection which it has abtained
in his kingdom for more than a centu-
Py,

In the vast empire of China, if the
progress of the gospel be not as remark-
able as it was ata happier epoch, the
fervour of the Catholics hus not declin-
ed. The emperor is not favourable to
i religion, but he daes not dare to perse-
i cute it openly, in consequence of the
belief generaliy prevalent, that heaven
punishes its persecutors. The Chinese
regard the sudden death of their late
emperor Kia-king, which took place in
Tartary, on the 2nd  September, 1520,
&S a punishment from heaven for the
rmartyréom of the holy bishep of Tabra-
ca ; and that of Chang-ming, viceroy of
the province of Sul-chuen, as bhaving
been deserved by the persecution which
he excited against the Chrstians. In
this single province, the missionaries
have baptized, since 1800, abont $0,000




