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wvork, even in this camp. The output oif the camp
was about $53o,oo, an increase of 20 per cent over
the prpceding year. a most encouraging showing. es-
pecially as the dredge. fron which so imutîcih vas cx-
pected, failed mîechanically to iandle the dirt. ''he
two hydrauilic coiipaiies whicih started tip last simt-
muer Made very creditable productions and promise to
do better in 1905.

in the Dease iake district the output this year was
nily about one-third of what it was the previous ycar,
as the mtost important property in the camp did not
produce this past season. being cngaged exclusively
in installing a new and larger plant.

In the Cariboo district the placer output was almtost
exactly the sanie as last year. the Barkerville camp
being just the saille. while a deficit in the Omineca
section vas about balanced by an increased production
in the Quesnel Forks sectiqu, where the Consolidated
Cariboo Co., although only having water to sluice 88
days. produced $90,ooo of gold.

Il the Fraser river section, placer mining is chieiy
carried on on the river bars at extrme ilow water. ''lhe
results this ycar have been very disappointing, as the
isual very low water did iot occur. since the winter's
snow starting to go very early went gradually. witi
no extrenies of ligh or low water. so thtese birs could
not be worked to the tisual extent.

1/vdraulic Gold Minin...-The company operating
in this manner on the largest scale is the Consolidated
Cariboo. w'hich, as alreadv voted. produced $i.ooo a
day wvhile able to work with a lcad of water. It lias
becn anply illustrated that the water supply is the
neasire oi the output. and that to increase lite latter
mîust be donc by first increasing the former. This.
the company has decided to do. and will, this coming
year. expend a large anount for further ditches and
water. There have been operated in Atlin two verv
successful small hvdraulic enterprises. and near Bar-
kerville about the same niuiber. whicli have paid very
well this past season.

Dredging for Gold.-Dredging for gold lias not. as
yet. been a commercial success, despite all attempts to
solve this problemi. The difficulties are mîtechanical.
but, therefore. none the less difficult to surmount.
.lanîy of the propositions which have been started have
had ground sufficientlv rici to pav very handsomely.
if the conditions were right-that is, freedom fromn
houlders or lard clay cenent, - dredgible bedrock. and
the gold Iot in too fine a state of division. The dredge
in Atlin attempted to handle dirt that proved t(x) tougih
for it. and fron reports it would appear that the Lil-
lonet dredge was too weakly constructed to stand the
work, and the constant stoppages for repairs inter-
fered with wlhat protnised to be a very successfl runi.

Stcam Shovels.-As yet the only attenpt made in
this province to work a placer gold property witi a
steami shovel was in Fort Stecle mining division. and
•escribied in the Report for 1903. The conditions there
sere scarcely favourable and the shovel vas iot
'luipped withi an auxiliary elevator to take the gravel
tmii the shiovel to the siutice, whici appears to bc a

retiutisite. This was to iave beei provitidi fiiir tlis
siovel buit is inot vet in place. and the mîacline hain iotl
been worked this past scason.

Preparatiois have beei iiade for the placing tof one.
or ttmor*e, steati siovels onit grouitd in tlte \tlin di,-
trict this coming stîumer. notably by the Iritish
.\mîerica Dredging Co.. on its leases at Tar ilat: and
the Northern tlines. Ltd.. (of Vancouver). ton gruniid
recently acquired on Spruce creek. li both thesecases
the character of the grounîtd and its gold contents liave
been thoaoughily and satisfactorily tested by indivialual
wt rkers, althouglh the top biurdei was s Ieep) as it
prevent any profit being made fron this class of worf .
but the ground appears adirably suited for worlin,
b iechtanical icans.

Golc fromn Loch Mining.-The greater part <f the
god obtained from1 lode ining in l ritish t 'imlîtutbia
is foîund in connection with otier mitetals and oih sep-
aratcd or collected by smteltitng. probably itot 5 pier cent
of the product being obitainted froi statimp milills. The
lode gold product for 1904 vas $4,589.>08. and was
8223.008 less thain in 1903, dte to the diminisedI out-
put of the Rosslaind anid Nelsont districts. tli the
former district hie tonnage of ore iniied is about 5 per
cent less and the gold contents abont 8 per cent less
thian last vear. lit the Nelson miiinin- division there
has been less ore iiined and the values per ton verv.
on the average, lower. In the Botindary district the
tonnage of ore mined lias increased about 30 pier cent,
and the gross gold contents is this ear about 1o per
cent grea'er than it vas the previous year. In the
Coast district the tonnage of gold-bearing ore has been
20 jer cent less than the previous year, vet. for all that,
the gold contents show an incrcase of about 8 per cent.

SIILVERt AND LEAD.

It ias been cttstomary in these reiports to consider
silver and lead together, since in this province about
So per cent of the silver produced is obtaineid friom
silver-lead ores, the reiaiiiing 2o per cent being ciielfl
found associated viti copper.

The total silver production for the past year was

3,222,481 oz., valued at $1,719.516. About 50 per
cent of this production came from the SIocan district
and about 25 per cent frotm Fort Steele district, tihe
two chief lead-producittg ceitres, wlhiIC the otiher 25
ier cent was produced in all the other parts of the
province. This output is 226,277 Oz. greater than was
made in io3-an increase of about 7 per cent-and
is ciiefly attributable to the re-openinig of the St.
Eugene mine. in East Kootenay, the resutitption of
work in this mine being the direct result -f the bounty
on lead iiined. offered "by the Dominion t governmiet.
without which assistance the St. Eugene cainot be
profitably operated. Iti the Fort Steele iiiiing divis-
ion there wverc ittmied in 1903 iess than 1,ooo toIs Of
ore. while in i1o4 there were mined 76,895 tons, fromt
which was recovercd abotit two-thirds of the lead out-

put of the province.
Tle total lead output was 36,646.244 lb. of Icad, of

whiclh 21.071.236 lb. was produced in East Kootenay,


