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engago in where they will accomplish so
$much for the centering of the trade of
¢ tho North-West in their own city.

e

& THE SCARCITY QF HOPS.
\ In our last issue appeared a short para-
f‘igmph on hop culture in Manitoba, which
& Las attracted the attention of some of our
“brewers and parties interested in secur.
-.’}ing a plentiful supply of this product.
% All who have communicata whous on
+ Athe subject have urged .ne necessity of
ff“zthat branch of hushbandry being estab-
Y lished in the Province, and not one has
expressed o doubt about its being a suc-
cess. The local demand is now quite a
heavy one, and has the prospect of in-
creasing very rapidly ; but for shipment
to Eastern markets the raising of hops
would undoubtely prove one of the most
profitable occupations connected with the
products of the soil.
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The following article from the Mon.
treal Gazette of Ocwober $th, gives n clear
4 iden of the scarcity of hops at present in
: 7% the Eastern Provinces. It is headed,
‘% «The excitement in hops,” and is well
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,f:; worthy the consideration of parties in-
% terested :-—

. “ Parties in the trade here inform us they
. never remember anything like the excitement

at present existing in the hop market, and cer-
tainly nothiug comparable to the recent sharp
advance in value.
aleady Leen bought up by parties who are
shipping it out of the countyy, at o time when
the home trade never needud it more, all the
old supplies having been previously exhausted.
‘The growth in Prince Fdward County, we be-
lieve, has heen swept up by Maontreal buyers,
2™ nost of which has been re-sold at a handsume
profit to an Euglish houve.  In Dundee section,
the bulk of the growthissaid to have passed into
the hands of a New York house, and thase lots
which are left in growers' hands arc held for
very much higher figures than can be had for
them to-day.  We learn of a o usignment of
50 bales hops just received in this city with in.
structions from the shipper to hold for 7ic. per
th. Prices are quoted to-day at Sie. to Glc.
per lb. The opinion has been expressed in the
trade that Canadian brewers wall have to im-
port hops before another crop comes round, as
it is generally admitted that a large portion of
the whole crop of Canada has been sold for ex-
port to the United States and Fngland. Eu-
quirics for hops are already being received here
from the country, a round lot ucing asked for
yestenlay by a Western buyer. Latest cables
quote the English and Continental markets in
favor of scllers, prices continuing to rule
high.”

A systém of hop culture in this Province
would do wuch to prevent such an excite-
ment

Most of the crop has
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RUNORED RAILWAY AMITY.

The St Paul Pioneer Press of the Hth
inst. published o special telegram from
New York to the effect that an amicuble |
arrangement had beeu veached Ly the
Northern Pacific, and 8t. Panl, Minue-
upolis amd Munitoba Railways, regarding

their interests in the North-West,  \ce
cording  to  this rumor, which the,

telegram in question cluims only to e, |

i the Northern Pacific will gain possession

of the line from St Cloud to Minneapolis |
amd St Paul, which will enable them to:
travel on their own line clear into these
cities.  They are also to gain possession
of the east aud west roads in their terri-
tory. The St. P, M. & M. areto acquire
possession of the Castleton Branch, and
are to be left in undisputed possession of
their monoply of the tratlic to Manitoba,

How uch truth is in this ramor we
are not prepared to say, but if substan-
tially correct it throws some lizht upon
the sell-out of the Manitoba Sounthwestern,
of which a local daily recently aceused
the managers of that road.  The arrange-
ment would be simply a monopoly in the
great North-West of the north and South
tratlic hy one company, and of the east
and west traflic by another. The avrange-
ment would prove a sad disappointment
te those people of Manitola who have so
long looked for and -lepended upon the
crossing of the boundary by some Cana-
dian line to meet the Northern Pacilic.
It shows plaiuly, however, that the in-
tents or complaints of the public are only
a consuderation  with  rail-
corporations  when  their  own
interests are atstake.  Could the North-
ern Pacific secure an entrance to Mani-
toba the managers would in all proba.
bility soou arrange a pool with the St
P. M. & M., which would place the people
of this Province under a much more
powerful monopoly than they now are in
railway matters.  We are justified in this
opinion when we view the actions of these
companies.  North of Fargo, the 8t
P. M. & M. have no opposition, and they
carry passengers at the rate of four cents
a mile  West of the same city the
Northern Pacific have o monopoly, and.
they charge passengers five cents a mile,
There has been a great amount of gush in
this Province about what the latter com.
pany would accomplish for us could they
only sccure an entrance. It must te re
membered, however, that the Northem

secomdary
way

Pacific are like all other railwey corpora-

tions, and know well how o avail thew.
selves of the adyantages of 2 monopoly. '
\

The Torouto Werld of the 3rd inst
contained an article on loan cmnpmﬁes, .
which comtuences by agreeing with the
opinion
unmixed evil in Canada,

that such companies are an
The high rate
of interest charged on loans, and the
additioual conmissions of agents are the
principal arguments used against them,
and the terrible lass to the farmer in
running to town after a loan, is summed
up with telling effect.  The extravagant
management of loan cowpanies is ad-
vanced as the reason of these high rates
of interest, and the law of supply and
demand is completely iguored.

The World does not understand  the
wants of the North-West, or, it might
contain different opinions regarding these
compunies.  Dut it is unnecessary for us
to state this, as their articles on the Praivie
Province during the boom of last winter,
which so thoroughly isrepresented its
advantages and prospects, proved that the
managers of that journal were hut poorly
informed about the country altogether.

We lcarn that Sir Charles Tupper, in
company with Mr. Stephens, of the
C.P.R. Syndicate, are expected in Winni-
peg by the train from the south this
evening.

Our contemporary, the Sun, states that
in conversation with oneof their reporters
the Hon. Gilbert McMicken expressed
his opinion that insurance rates in this
city could be Jowered. Mr. McMicken is
certainly an anthority on this subject, and
we should like to see his opinions taking
practical shape. :

It is our aim to secure the class of z
news which will bic of most value to the |
husiness circles of the North-West, and
in our endeavours in that line we re- |
spectfully solicit the co-operation of this |
class.  We shall be pleased to give pub- |
licity to any matter which will be for the
benefit of any branch of business, and we
solicit correspondence on such subjects. )

Mg, James G. McDonald, of this city, has
sccured the contract for the building of the
new C.P.R. depot, which will be a fine brick
structure, and will cost somewhere in theneigk-
bourhood of §75,000. The brick will he sup-
plicd. from Mr. McDonald's own yards.




