
Acieprepamtions ame now goiug on in con.
Dication îvith.tlse differesst mininsg clainis isi the
1,aka of the Wootis district, andi operations will
lic in-fuil swing ia a few weeks. A number et
ass e! differeat workiuigs have lican ado
withia tise lust tweo weeks, aud the resuits have
IScn o! tise most esscourssging nauîre. Osso
ssay in commsotion with the Keewatin showcd
a yiald ci 856 te tise ton, but this is probably
un oxcaptienrtl seleetion of quartz, althosîgl a
very higs average Is cxpected front tise coin-
pany's woricings aitegethor. '.Tli Winunipeg
Con.soldated have limn soveral assays of over

MiO te the ton, ansd tiser can ha use doubt but
thiscoinpassy have struck a rici icasi. TIite
" Argyle," l'Oates Ajar," aîud otiscr comipanies
have huad cqually esscounusging Signa s et ssseso,
susd a growing interest in mining nsattars is
ssow apparent. Tihe news et goid finds liva
resobed sevenal chties et tise States assd a asi-.
bier of compaiqs are bein8 formied acros tise
Uine. Mr. Richards ef tise Chsicago Tfintes, wmho
lmi during the past .few %vcis beca nsaking
a caratul investigationu et tise mining prospects
et Kcewatin, raturas tii wcek te Chicago, nnd
hoefce1s satisfied that .Auericax capital wiil scous
ibc extensivaiy enipieyeiLin Keewatin mining
eperatiens. Eu 3wonderis tiat ithas netfossnd
ita way there alrcady.

In coanctioîs -. itii' the operations isow hcing
canxdad on, officejs wiii acon bc opened in IVinni.
peg couusected with, .the different cosnpaim.

ie Ncewvats cempsiy have iiad a WVinnsipeg
lfice 'for sosute wtcks, and. tihe Winssipeg

Coqnsoiidatcd, Argyi, nda otisurs are about
te 02dpt a sisailar course. Tise stock et at Icast
tinte different conup.apies ilh bo piaced ois the

iaktwithl tie uponisg et 188m, nsd tise
iâ~atoba capit9h. wiii tin ail Uliiod ho thse

cetLtre ef steck 9perations in conssection witb
tisawi!iomoemct.,Airendy oise firn, Brown

& Mcfsher, have epenesi usp in thse Dundee
block as minisg stock biokers, and agents for
',jinpg mnchiîsery and to.is. No great pro-
grata.ýýIui hc umade tituring tise. holiday senson,
bsutwith the opeulig of W,8 there wsill in al
proba4iiity ha coueislerable atmr in censsection
ivitht Keewatin mining affairs.

PDrtalv, Westbiorno & Xorth-,west Transter.
The tastro ettiss he trois tiseoriginal te

tinhew ~ue i viic s is dciayed sosncwvisat
onascoissst e! tise slieti dcath e!. Sir Huigi
Aijan, 'Nas opsplctedl about a wcck ago. Thc
pnice, £xed is S61,000, 6365,W0O et wisicis as
pmtlo cash dowss. Tisa ncw syndicate is cein-
ppsctl of the trustees et the bite Sir Hugli Allit
In. Asssrew Allait et Moatec4l, M Nr. P.G. Ailsin

et lÀvcrpool, anmd Messrs. D. McArthur, F. H.
Bryd'-s, H. W. Patterson, Boyle anmd Druin-
mpusd> o! Winnipeg. ,

R.enowed netjvity in the work et furthcr con-
utniçtos wili at. once commenice, ansd the iron-
-isg otj tise sftes .miles now graded beyosil
't' .tomnp vdiil ho conspiecd liy.Aprii Jst, 1883,
and pn axtensica te Mimeseantiecst miade
betere thsf close e ht cr
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forwartl :18 asiotior preof of tise inability of
local capital unaldcd, to grapple with any great
sharo of the work of Norti*'n;estom railway
construction. Tito noW syndicate into whese
hiaidà the îoad bas ixow paased, embraces capi-
tal as wcii as caterprise and enorgy, and under
thicir control it will doubtiess becom)o ii a fowv
ycars one of the greateat feedlers to tise trans-
continental systein of rssiiway ssew in course of
construction. Thorm is a rich productive couii-
try for it to deolop, andi the new stock owssers
wiii take full advantage of thoir opportsînitics.

Fr68 canais.
Tite action of the voters of tise Stato of New

York at tiseir lest eiection in deciding for free
ciaai as thoroughiy stirred up Canadiasîs iii-
terested in inland navigation, ail of whoin arc
cenvinec that a sisniiar poiicy is necessary iii
the Dominion if a fair seisare of the carryig
t-ade between tise WVest ansi the Atlantic sea-
board is to e retained. Tite Montreal Board
ef Trade, tho Montreal Corn Exchsange and the
Toronto Corn Exchange have ail adopted roe.
lutins on the subject and forwarded meinoriaIs.
te, the (lovernor (iencrai. Encl asîs ail favor
a fre canai systeni, aithough tliey differ some-
wvhat in dotailis. The Montreai Bardi of Trade
for issstanco.desires that tise canais shal i>e free
te Canadian vesseis oniy, or te vesseis bound
for Canadian ports, whie the Montreal Corn
Exehange, for local selfli swetives,wish the St.
Lawvrence canais frc, and tise WVelland subject
te, the pimenut systein.

This miatter of frcc canais is oc which i nust
iijaterially affect the isiterests of thc Northi-
wecst in the near future. Next suiminer the
route front herc te the Atlantic wiil be open
via Thunder Bay, andi any move that wiii tend
te lessen freiglit charges or facilitate traffie
freont the latter point te the sea-boarit is weil
worthy of the consideration and support ef the
business publie of Mainitoba. The trade boards
of eastera cities have takea action in the mat-
ter, aithougli their interests arecfnot more in-
tîsnattly uonssected tiserewvit thtan those ef
Winnipeg. Tisere is sssch an institution as a
Board ef Trade in the Manitoba capitol, 'and it
is tisne the members thereof were bestirring
tlicrnselves, and taking soine action upon this
question which matcrially affects tise intercats
uf tie whoie Nortli-*cst..

ite (jauadiait Manufcturer of Decenîber
l5th contains an article licaded Il Canadian
Margins ini American Speculations," the jist, et
wvhieh is te the effect that Montreaiers arc
tee ssften the dupes et American nmarket man-
ipulators in their speculations. Wa qsuotc the
closiug paragraph:

IlNow it niay hc said, what have people here
te do wits an, oil raze, in Pcnnsylvania, partici.
patad iii by crazy apcnlatorm in New York,
Buffalo, Pittsburg, and other places over the
border? We repiy in ieo words et ojur Cassa
(han coiitçnipoiary, .who says that ' wlsesevet'
spcculation fa rampant, whssther ini wvi±cat, coilm,
pork> lard, or ml, cil, X3otres'd XAaroiins, «re,

surie 10,/lad their imyI.' Tise fact mogy as weii bos
understood that speculative openings bcing ap-
parentiy tee imited in !11e Dominion, Canadi-
ans inciined te try thse ganse amc gotting into tise
habit ef taking ventures in operatiens carticil
ont acroas the border ; ansd we arc likeiy te sec
a-good ufrai more et this sort of thing ce wo
sec leas of it."

Amorlean Tariff Modificat.
One of the iniiior bis awaiassg the attention

of Cong-es. ifa n inssîe 1-esasitting Casiastin
ient te ho brouglit ilite tihe Unsitedi States te

lic grouudiciin tcsnitery adjacent te tise bouxsdery
Iine, sîsîder sucli rules as t-casury sierarimnt
nsay prescnibe. Tise scope ot tisis net, iowoer
is te ba Iiiiitced te grain convoed iII wagons or
otisen endinary rond veicles by ieniers meid.
ing in Canada. T'ie lîrhuciffie onit mhidi tise
granting et snch a concession inuat rcst is etn-
tireiy Sound. Even tise rnobt excisibive or se-
cailed Ames-icanists ivould ise puzzled te find a
sufficient reason fer forbidding a fariner te isnv,s
lits grain grouind nt the înest cenvenient point.
If ut is iveil te aliew gri-ns te lie hrosght across
tise bordler aud lie grosinsi duty frec for honte
censuifiption, it is net easy te Seo îviy, by ex.
actiy tise saune rcasoning, it weuld net ha wise
policy te extend. the priviiege tothoe who, %wihu
te have Canadian grain i sanufactured for tise
foneiga market, In both cases tiercéf*i à profit
te accrue te Asuerican issdsstry winfch an lie
sectircd iii i otiser way. WoV have alrea(iy.
shewss tsat, it is cvidesut enougi te any oe Dot
tens-ified eut of lbis Senses hy tise bligabee of
forcigs coinpetitios, tisat it woild bc a ciear
gain te tise Anserican rnassssfactbror, .witholit
any possibulity ef loss te the Amiesau -produc-
en, te grant a rebate ont wiseat brouglit into tise
country te haenmode into fleur for expe-rt. Tis
pi-incipie is aulnittesi, or rather avoweii, by tise
spirit of tise lms conîprelbeisive mensuire. Thse
practice of hrnsging grain ecross the bordIer ln
wagons lias prevailed for sssany yeans, ansi iii-
vestigation Shows that ne fnauid or lou bas ne-
suitcd front it. Whule it le very weil te, saur-
tiens this by-iaw, it mnust ho seen at thse tanie
tinie tisat an extension of the law to, cover tise
imnport et grain te be ground for the foneigit
trade is equaily desirable. If thse inensnre noiw
waitilig for consideratien sait provoke a, fe
discussion, it wiil (le inssei te hasten tise pas-
sage of a generni iawv te tise saisne affeet. --St.
i>aul I>oineer I>rnis.

_ -- a -.------

The Insurance Commissions.
It is isot at ail àtrange that th.e, pivot of

tise lire insurasîce situation lias cense
te ho tise question et commsissions and broker-
ages-sinco undcrwniters have flnaliy icarard
thse futility ef flrsnly fixinsg a rate of prini,
wiie ieaving tise rate ef commission teio js
itoeif betwexs tise grecd ansd tise g4-htv.en
and the reck-lcsnessof the mansager. 'No won-.
decr that tise recCuit Convention resoivod Jsat 15
pier cent, %vas naple renxsnerrtion.- for, tie pro-
curcînent of business; wicss, ive 'côider tisat
titis mens one-Seventin t tis alditit emus
autd z-epresçntg a greas suns of >Q1,000;0O paid
IQ-ffllire,;plç,o s~ii$OOO O t u-rmijî fl -1881,


