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may aspiroe to, is calculated, I conceivo to
strongthen the confidencoe of the members
of tho force, tnd give fresh impulso to their
efforts towards efliciency.

Morcover, the recent establishment of the
MilitaryCollegoat Kingston canunot fuilto sur
pass tho expectations of the most sanguine,
g it is ** for the purposec of impurting a com
pleto education in all branches of military
taotics, fortification, engmecring, and gen.
eral scientifio knowledge in subjects connect
ed with, and necessary to, a thorough know:
ledgo of tho mmltary profession, and for
qualilying oflicers for commund aned for
sta{F appoiatwments.”

And while this, and more than this, has
heen accomplished~ while the Sghools of
Guonnery are sending forth trained artiflery-
men to difterent parts of Canada, and the
Maritimo Provinces have been placed on
the same fooling asthe rest of the Dominion
as regards tho appointment of an Inspector
of Artillery,—while an important partof the
Canadian forces—the Nortlh West slounted
Polico—has performed a work with credit to
itselfand advantage to the country, ** under
many difliculties and in uncertaintv of the
dangers it would hiva to encounter:” and,
besides, whila our, ** marksmen’’ have aguin
been successful at Wimbledon, 1t is gratify*
ing to know that the foundation, o to spealk.
of the military structure, the development
of efficiency in1 tho Active Militia force, hus
not beon overlooked,

Camps of exercise, which now accupy no
unimportant position amongst the institu-
tions of the countiy, are anuually becoming
more and more successful and attractive—
successful, not unfiequently, in proportion
us they ure rendered attractive; conducted
with system and regularity, and with no lax-
ity of discipline.

I must 1dd that 1 cousider the General
Otdere, regulating the system to be observ-
ed in conducting these camps, convey full
information upon every necessary point,
while sufficient discretionary power remains
with ofhcers in command, = Regulations for
“supply,’” “transport,” *‘payment,” “medi
cal regulations’’ (a more liberally furnished
medicine box isstill required), “instructions
as to the course of drill to be carried out
from the squad to the brigade;'" all are
clearly defined,

I may here state that heretofore, in some
instances 1 conceive our chief fault lay in
the desire to become eflicient in Lattalion
und brigade drill and {ield manwuvres, too
hittle attention being given to preliminary
drills squad and company drill. [ enlled at.
tention to this fact in my last report. Uf
course when the perio'l of training is extre.
mely limited, as in our case, it is difficult to
avoid the error of endeavouring (o grasp
general principles ot the expeuse of ueces
sary details;

In addition to the aboveo satislsctory ar-
rangements for the well being of the Active
Militia, with the view to the force of the
Dominion, representing different localities,
with various interests and pursuits, bLeing
vound by no *ecast iron rule,” in special
cases City Corpe are now permitted 10 per-
form their annual drill at their loeal head
quorters on different days, as may be most
convenient, subject to the approval of the
Deputy Adjutant General of the District;
and certain isolated corps are permitted to
gerform their drill in camp at Battalion

ead quarters, under somewhat similar re-
gulations, except as regards rations, to thosa
for Brigade Camps—ot courge it is desirablo
that such instances as these should te as few
ay possible.

‘Yo speak, however, most particularly of
tho work going on in my District, 1 may

——

state that here wo have but fow oflicers or
non cominigsioned officers of tho Imperial
Army, or those trained in the **short’ and
“long’ coursa of the Schools of Gunnery at
Kingeton nnd Quebeo, toservo as * models'"
for tho Recruiis, or 10 assist n tho training
of the Activo Militin ; and it can scarcely be
oxpeeted that the individual soldier with no
other adyvantages than. thozo safforded in
twelve (19) days drill per annum,can become
thorougbly eflicient, though happily (as in
thoe ceee of many of every grade in my Dise
trict) he remain many years in the force.
And whilo the ¢ material” of tho rask and
filo of tha force is unquestionably as good as
can be produced in any country, intelligent,
active, hardy men, accustomed to various i
dustrinl occupations under varied circum:
stances--we have,in the appointment of ofli*
cers and non commissioned oflicers, neces*
sarily to depend in & great measure(l) upon
those who likke no unworthy descendants of
the ¢“New DBrunswick loyalists,” whoso
career is now a matter of history, Succeseful
a8 a rulo in their ctvil avocat’ons,representa’
tive men of the country, theacquisition of
military knowledge, and the imparting of it
to others has been to them a duly casily ao*
complished, and {aithfully carried out when-
ever opportunity offered. Thero is also here
(2) a fast increasing class past cadets of the
Military School, very many of whom have
given valuable proofs of their intelligenco
and ability of communicating instruction,

With such oflicers, and such non com:nis*
sioned oflicers and men under my com*
mand, i cnmps of servico and at drilis at
their respective local head quarters, it has
invariably been both my duty and my prea’
srro 1o ieport most favorably at the con-
clusion of the annual training, and the re*
sults of the past summer's drill must form
no exception to the rule, The full quoty, or
nearly so, of my D'strict bas completeu its
prescribed drill, the * regulations” und
*¢ orders’ have, I consider, been satisfactor
ily earried out; and when required to act in
aid of the civil power, a8 the force bhas twice
of late been called upen to do—both oflicers
and men have performed their duties and
obeyed the orders issuedtothem with promp-
titude and alacrity, as will appear horeafter
i this Report.

1t is true that wuch yet remains to be
dene to devéiop the cfliciency of the fovce ,
cavalry officers require training in Cavalry
Schaols ; artillery oflicers have, in many in-
stances, to attend the Schools of Gunnery,
and a few infantry officers and non commis-
siond officers still remain untrained (for
these last, the'e is scarcely any sxcuse, as
an InTaniry School has been establised in
theiv midst for several years) and, besides
this, (an important improvement urgently
required) the increase of the number of anys
annual drill from twelve to sixteen.

This has been done with advantage in the
caso of field artillery. May not the same rulo
applied to cavalry—for which arm of the be
sorvice it is very essenlial—and also to m.
fantry 7 It is o step looked forward to by all
who geo that the principal part of the work
of defence in the bour of danger, whether
{rom internal or external sources must ne-
cessarily fall, not on the fow composing a
standing “army, however. efficient, but on
the comparative many—tho Active Militia
of the country and those who have retired
from the forco on completing their period
of service, and would immediately flock to
1ts ranks, should they be required to do so,
in any emergency.

I respectfully recommend that the *re.
gulations” for *supply of rations' b ap-
phed to oMl corps in camp, whether in ltegi~
mental of Brigade Camp, as whilo in one

(regimental) case a corps may be able to ob.
tain the authorizod rations for the amount
allowed (25 cents per man per diem) in an«
other, owing to local circumstances, no such
satisfactory arraugemonts can be mode (as
m tho ense of the T3rd Battalion of my Dis:
Itrict.)

It is hoped too, that in future the full
number of threo oflicers per company may
be authorized for payment on complotion of
their annual drills. This, I conceive, is un
important matter, 83 it cnnnot bo expected.
!especially in country corps, thatall the non
commissioned ofticers should be qualified to
act as ‘ gujdes'” in company drill duties;
they would, in turn, necessarily be called
upon lo perform under present circumstan -
ces.

Care of Arms, Accontrements and Clothing.

The issue of the General Orders of the
14th August, 1874, and 30th April, 1875,
with respect to ctre of arms &o., hasalready,
I comeider, produced excellent results. M ore
systematic arrangements than heretofore,
for the safu lkeeping of all the Government
property in charge ofcorps, have been made,
and captains of rural companies find it to
their own advautage, as well as that of tho
Department, to enforco the ruale requiring
every articlo of clothing and equipment to
be relurned into their armouries on the
completion of the annual drill. I suggest,
however, that n supply of these articles
of clothing and equipment bLe available
for issue from the District store at re-
versonable prices, to make good any loss, A
captain of a company may thus, by deduct-
ing the cost of perhaps a single article of
clothing from the drill pay of the man los
ing it, on its being replaced, becoma entit!
ed to tho full Government ullowunco for
¢t caro of arms,” which ho otkerwise would
bo percluded from receiving; and, more-
over, uniformily af dress in camp will be faci
litated.

The question of uniform clothing for the
force has already received the serious con-
sideration of the Mujor General and your
self, with the happy result, that a serge
frock has been substituted for ¢ the heavy
cloth tunie, which has been found too hot
for summer drill.”

The question as to tho * head dress™ still
remnins,  Uniformity with the present In-
fantry forage cap, (which is neither useful
nor ornamental) is dificult to attain, Com-
panies are allowed to wear ** Havelocks,”
provided at their own cost, but some com*
panies elect not to avail themsslves of this
rule; hence, in part, the absenceof uaiform-
ity. A solution of this dificulty is looked
forward to with eagerness by the forco.

Lieut. Col. JTago and myself sumbitted for
favorable consideration, the desirableness of
having a supply of boots available for issue
to corps of Activa Militin at cost price, ina
someiwhat similar manner to the other stores
above nadverted to, adducing the following
srgument : That it is difficult, if not impos-
sible, under present circumstauces, fully to
carry out the important General Orders (14)
of the 3lst May, 1872, direcling ‘officers
commanding infantry corps to take special
care that their men are provided with boots
of a proper doscription, suitable for march®
ing, such boots should bo bioad solod and
low heeled, fitting the wearer enaily,”

By adopting this systens of issue, I am of
opinion that the difliculty of men weating
such boots as are required, would be obvin:
ted, and the corps, 3 a body, would bo
ready for ‘o day’s march,” ani thus pree
pared for real seivice:




