R T T B & SO W PP i T T A ~ ¥ Tmrem 4 w3 3= =,

AR Aty i ER A Ay

1148
FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

International S. S. Lesson.

Lxssoy I.—Finsr Coxvxrrs iy Kvrore.—JoLr 4.
(Acts xvi. 6.15.)

GoLvxx Trxt—** The entrance of thy words giveth light,’—
Paalm cxix. 130.

Tixx aNp PLacs—** A.D. 52 ; Philippi in Macedonia.

IntRopUGTION—After Yaul and Barnatas separated, Barnabss
took Mark with him, while Paul chose Silas, one of the delegates
fromr the Jerusalem church, for bis companion, on his second
missionary journey. Now, Timothy, s convert of Lystrs, on the
first journey, joins the party. He was the child of Lois and
Eunioe, taught the Holy Scriptures from hia youth, trained to &
religious life, and prepared, through the providence of God, by the
sight of Paul's sufferings, to be hiscomfort, sppport and companion.
Luke joined the company at Troas.

Vxask 3Y Versk.—V, 6. * Throughout Phrygia—An undofined
region round abont Antioch of Pisidia, to the north, east and west.
1t included the churches of Colosss, Laodicea,and Thyatira. * For-
hidden of the Holy Ghoat "'—Either by some special providence, or
by direct commenication of the Bpirit, in order to lead them into &
wider and more important field, the very heart of civilized hoathen-
dom. The restraint was only temporary. Three years later, Paul
cams to Ephesus and for two gears preached to Jews aud Greeks in
Asia, ‘* Asin"—Not the continent, nor Asis Minor, but the
Romasn province, bordering on the .Lgean Ses, of which Ephesus
was the capital.

V. 7. ¢ Come to Mysia "—Cowe over against Myaia, a provinos
on the (Egean Sea. *‘ Bithynia”—Northeast of Miyaia, on the
southweat shore of the Black Sea. ** The Spirit suffered themnot
~The Spirit sent by Jesus, according to His promise—the Holy
Spirit. Our Lord, by irresistible intimations, restrained Pan), mo
that no other rocte remained open except the one on the seaccsat,
angd thence to Earope. .

V. 8. “Came to Troas"—A noted seaport, where travellers from
the upper coasts of Asia commounly took abip to pase into Europe.
Here Paul and his anistants, Silss aud Timothy, were joined by
Luke, the writer of this history, and a native of Antioch,

V. 7. ¢ A vision "—Thia was the third supernatural revelation ;
not & dream, but a waking vision. *‘A man”—Not an actusl
Macedoniaz, cor their actaal representative, stood befors Paul, but
only a vision. The heathen do not present themselves before us,
but God casia & shadow of their need, and Himself calls us. Not
Iack of visioas, but lack of obedience is ours. An ange), in the
form of a man. ** Maocedonis "—This most celebrated country lay
to the north of Greeco. Thessalonica was its capital. It bad
sumercus flourishing citiss, of which Dhilippi, Theesalonica,
Amphipoliv, Apolionis, and Beres are mentioned in the Acts. It
now coastitates a part of Tarkey ; and notwithstanding the oppres-
sion of ths Turks, Christianity, though in a poor conditios, eziats to
this day. ** Come over " —Understood by Paul to bea call from the
Lord to preach in Macodonia.

V. 10. ** Immediately ""—The vision, the voice, and the call for
help, wore all God-sent, and 1'an] was ready the moment the way
was made plain. ** Endeavored *—By aeeking for & r.ip in which
to cross the .Egean Sea. *‘Amsuredly gathering "—Concluding,
from the Spirit’s denial to remain in Asia, that this was the open
door to the field of labor, which God appointed.

Y. 11. ** Samothracia "—An island in the tgean Ses, balfway
between Troax and Neapolis. ** Neapolis "—Naplee, the seaport of
Pailippi, sixty-five miles from Lroas.

V.12 ¢ Philippt "—Ahout ten miles from Neapolis; built by
1hilip of Macedon, the father of Alexander the Great, who named
1t after himself, ** A colony —Founded by Augustus. The civil
magistrates and militars anthorities were Roman. The inhabitants
did not seltlo as they ploased, but were seat out by authority from
Rome.

V. 13, ** Wo "—Taul, with his fervent soul and strongintellect ;
Silas, with his zeal and prophotic gifia, Luke, with his scholarly
culture and profomional attainmonts, aud Timothy, with his youth-
fol earnostnew, °* A riverside "—The Gaogas, a amall stream cloee
to the aity, eepecially chosen because it served for the ablations
connected with Jewish worthip. ** Wo sat "—The posture of
teachars. ' Npake unto tho women "-—Claudius had banished from
Ro ve and her colonies all men known to bo Jews, and 20 there were
only wo:nea 1o attexdance at this Hebrew aervice.

V.14, ** Lydia "—A woman of wealth and force. She bad come
from the very provizce where I'anl hiad been, by the Spirit, forbidden
to apeak. * Sclier of parple "—Lydian wotnea were celebrated for
the art ol purple dyes and fabrice, the trafhic in which waa profit-
able, they being worn chicfly by princes and therich. ** Wonhiped
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God "—As a proselyte to the Jewish faith. Lydin and her house.
hold, worshiping God according to their light, were in the way of
salvation. ¢ Whose heart the Lord opened'—Eulightened, im.
pressed by His 8pirit, and so prepared to receive the truth.
“ Attended unto theso things ’—Believed them, and received them
as the doctrines of God.

V. 15. ¢ Her houseliold "—All who may be included in this
term joined with Lydia in ber new faith, ¢ If ye have judged me
to be faithful "—If my present reception of the Gospel of Chriat be
» proof to you that I have been faithful to the Lord, come into my
house and abide there. **Come . . . abide’—1Ve have here the
firet example of that Christian hospitalicy which was enjoined, and
0 lovingly practiced in the apostolic church. **Constrained us”—
Impelled ua by atrong entroaty.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOA.

DAILY READINGS.

First Day—Paul's sooond journey began—Aots xv. 36 ; xvi. b.

Becond Day—First Converts in Earope—Aots xvi, 6 15.

Third Day—DPeter called $0 the Gentilss—Aots x. 1.22,

Fourth Day—Pster obeying the oall—Aots x, 23-48.

Fitth Day—Panul to the Saints at Philippi—Phil. i. 1.80.

Sixth Day—-* My Brethren dearly beloved.’—Phil. iv 1 23,

Prarzr Mxerixe Toric, July 4—CoNSECRATED FATRIOTS—~WHAT
WILL THEY DO 1— Deut, 32. 1-18.

Ouar fathers’ God, to Thee,
Author of liberty,
To Thee we sing ;
Lopg may our land be bright,
With freedom’s holy lighs,
Protect us by Tby migbs.
Great God our King.”

The consecrated patriot 18 one who lives in his oocuntry as
seeking always & betier country, that is, a heavenly.

Many a» man who thinks he wounld give up his lifs for his
oountry will not give op the little porlion of his life the next
primary demands.

The patriot cannot know too much of history. Let firs fiash
througb his veins from the lives of all she great men his conntry
haa prodacasd.

No patriotism withont prayer. How can God direct the
oouniry save by direoting ita citizens in their citizensbip?

The song of Moses strikes the keynote of all conseorated
patriotism whan it says: *¢ Ascribe ye greatness unto our God.
He is ths Rock, His work is perfect: for all His ways are julg.
mant ; & God of truth and without iriquity, jast and right is He.”
The trae patriot will always remember this truth: *“ Bleessd is
the nation whoese God_is the Lord ; and the peopls whom He hath
obosec for His own inberisapce.” Xx. xix. 5, 6; Deul. vii. §;
xiv. 2; xxxiii. 29; Pa. xxxiii. 12; Ixxxix. 15, 18; oxliv. 15.

The consecrated patriot will ** keep himeel! un:sotud from the
world,” and strive to exalt the pure and undetiled religion of the
Son of God as the supreme kbope of the individaal and of the
navion, and make Christianity not only in name, but also in facs,
the all prevailiog religion of a puiseant soog!o zealons of good
works, and serving the Lord in sisoerity and in truth,

CONSECRATED LIFE.

‘Ws munt be struck by the words that the Apostle Panl always
jiked to use abon} himsell, *{be slave of Jesus Christ.” 12 Jesns
Christ_ia our Master and our Lord, and we ave body soul and

irit His, His boodservants, His willing slaves, what wonderinl
essing, peaoce and rest comes into the sonl. The Word of God
says; Yo are not yotur own, ya are bought with a price.” Bat do
we practically realizeit? Do we day by day aim at living as
those who are not their own, but have been bought with & price.
1o thess daye ol hasie and worry, we lose 90 much of bisssedness
in our lifs just because we do Dol get sufficient quiet with the
Lord. of us who bave 30 be early at business, and in the
horry dhe templation will olten come to let prayer and Bible-
raading go. DBul see %0 it at all costs that yoa have seasons of
;;njm;m _witllzz_tbo Lord, huxg-b@fu‘? oosmmnnion with Him,
ying low in His oe, praying if the Spirit prompt you to
?'“' Silent of she Spirit .5 yoa $o be silent, all the ﬁgoo joy-
ally conscious of being in the preeence of the King.

Whas the Charch of God ocalls for 10 dsy is surrendered lives.
We want men and women consecrated Patricts, who are wholly
given GP ¥ God and who oan say with all their hearts, ** Whose I
am and wbom 1 secve.”

Do not_be ovec-aaxious to ¢ 4o the mission fleld 10 become a
gonuu;t\oa Patriot for the cacse of Christ you can beoome ooe at

ome.’

What is serving Cbrist? Is it not just serviog Him jo the
bomp, in the offioe, it the shop, or wherever He sends us? Just
a8 Gabriel and the otber angels are ready %o do evary good wotk 0
we want to stand ready. It may be some little not of sell.denial
or thoughifalnes that 0o one alee knows anyihingaboat. Let our
lite be wholly given up $0 Gcd, and tbas life sball bou power ol
love and blessicg in the bome, in the Church, in the world, and it
will be & lile of sct hope and peace and rest, crowned at last
with joy uaspeakable and fall of glory.
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