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NO. 47 DARBARA S>THEET,

"“You are late, dearest,” she sald, lo the tones
whuse winning power Hester had found frresiatible
from tho first t)mo she had heard them.

“Yes, Georgie,” Hester answered, kneeling be.
side the couch, and recefving a kiss on each cheek s
' but Grage came in late from town, and [ could
not get away sooner.”

“Ah! the little slster queening it, as usval. J
can imagine the acene.”

“ But can you Imayine the little sister’s gener-
osity, Georgie? Sho has b°“iih‘ me a dress like
her own, out of the savings of her cwn pin-money.”

“That s very good of her ¢ I suppose herallow.
ance is the same ay yours ¢’

* No, It is rather larger.”

Miss Denston was silent, but smiled,  The amile
was apparently significant, as Hester replied 1o it

;;l}ul she really spends less than 1 doon her-
self

* It is so pleanant to have a sucplus one can be
generous with,’ sald Miss Denston, with a slight
#igh ; " but while Kou have been eo pleasantly
engaged, dearest, | have been In some pain and in
much lonclincas without my -[fester,”

“Havoyou? | am sorry,” sald Hester, razing
at her friend with a devotlen which for the mo-
ment made her face beautiful. * \What can 1 do
now [ am hered”

* Will you stand bthind the sofa and stroke my
head for a while 2"

_Hesler obeyed with alacrity. She stood in
silence, passing her fingers Lackwards and for.
wards over Miss Denston’s worn forehead and
thick-black hair, in whivh a streak of grey was
mingled here and there.  Miss Denston grew “7
atill under thé soothing touch, and -at last fell
«aaleep, yet still Hester-continued her occupation.
The ticking of the timepiece and the occaslonal
sound of felling cinders grew startlingly distinct as
minute after minute passed, till nearly half an
hour kad gone hy—hall an hour which seamed but
as five minutes Lo Hester, apent in such honourable
service, At Jast Miss Denston awoke.,

“ Thank you, thank you,” she-said; “your cool
firm touch has drawn all the fire out' of my brain.
[.have been working more than: L.ought to-day.
My thoughts -fowed with such extraordinary
rapidity, that I wae tempted to write on and on.
Eveni,now 1 feel myself compelled to set down—
kit it should escape mé—the triin of thought
w" ich !m passed through my mind while wé were
silent. - .

“You have been to sleep,” said Hester, ** the'
Iatter part'of the time,” o

** Then, the acilvity of my brain {s all the more
remarfible,” replied Miss Denston, with a touch of
sharpness (. her ‘voice. “1 s ou know
that'the brain does not ‘sleep? ~But, Il you will
kindly sit’down to -my- writing:table, ‘and: t

and pen, 1 will'dlciste to you, and-yeu-shall

Iu! e for yourself whether that is the cass.”

_Hestor sat down, as directed, fesling rather mie-
etable==an effect Miss Deaston had l“n her power
at any ‘moment to_produce by a sligkt change of,
manner. But, &' ‘the wad'preparing' the’ writing
materials, Miss'Denstorvspoke’again In her former
tone; and'Hestcr was comforted, -+~ :
. ¥ Poor:Philip is out again;-you see, and.I do not
wonder. Itie so dull at home, with no one but his
prosy old sister,lo beac him company.”" =

Misa Denston gave & rather melancholy imile.

“ Ydur “companfonship would ' bé”" delightful,
-Gborgﬁe'.: to any ‘ohé who deserved: to have 'it{*bat
-1 do not’feed Ercw.ly indignant with, your brother,
“for; you see, is Is.my gain.” v T

, *Thank you, dear. It {s not a trouble.to you to’
do these sepvices for meid”

Hester Jooked at her, and smiled radiantly,

“ Ah ! yoil don't expect mo'to ahewér that qiies:
tion,"” she aaid ; “ you know it is the kind of labour
:that physics pain.”” : e S

" You rebuke me, dear, for speaking as thoughil
were alonae in suffecing.  But, beliove me, I do not
really fonget that in the midst of friends you,:top,
-know the grief of loneliness, and that my poor

Hester has many crosses. ~ How have things gode
with you to.day ?' C

“There lo nothing fresh-to-tell:you. [-don't
want to talk of mgselr to-might. Shall I not: write
-what you wished " . . ;

* If you please ; for the littlo matter T have on
hand has to be with the publisherson Friday. Itisa
subject on which you and [ have had many happy
talks; dear.”

" Miss'Denston was silent for a few minutes, dub-
jug which Hester observed upoa the desk a manu-
acript written out in-Miss Denston's own hand, and
tied . at the corner with ribbon, and docketed,
Hér eyo also fell on a slip of paper containing the
words, ‘' Memo.—Three-quarters of an hour for
Rev, T, W., Willerton, on Arlan Errora.”” As to
what this could mean Hester wonderad, but could
arrive at no conclusion, save that the matter must
belong to the lterary arcana from whicl her inex
perience shut her out. She’ did not seek sny
explanation from Miss Denston, for that lady was
never disposed to by, communicative on the aubject
of her litetary labours, and now also sho began to
-dictate very fluently, and 'Hester proceeded to
write, with feellngs of hixh veneration for her
friend, and Keen satisfaction that ske chose thus to
use her as an insicument in her work. o

" The human mind,” began Miss Denston, in

clear tones, *Lia euemiilly lonely. Inits passage|

from the cradle to.the grave it is ever alone, and
this eternal fact has been recoganized by all true
seers and poets since the world began. Three
thousand years ago the secret of human nature was
thus expressed by the inspired writer, ‘ The heart
kooweth-its own bittorness, and a stranger inter-
meddleth not with its joy,' and in other. words the
pott of to-day singe the same song— T

145 Not ¢'en the dearest heart, and next our own,
Koows full the reason why we smile or aigh,'

s AVhat is [t again; but this trath which Hods
expression 1n that exquisite lyric .entitled * The
Buried Life?' Butf such words are true of every
human soul which has Leen usheréd into this world
of pain, they are true in & apecial sense of the few.
These are the sculs born into unfit earthly condi.
tions. 1 do-notnclude in this fated class the
morbid sall-inflated souls who, like some stagnat-
ing pond, would breathe forth & miasma_of misery
around them ‘nto whatever lot they mnight be cast

£ it wab
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but those who, nobler or greater, or more seasitlve
than their fellows, are cast as [t were into a pit
with the commoen herd. Unhappy Indeed i3 hie
Tot who has wings to soar, and would do so, o'en to
the empytean, had ho the blue ether of sympathe-
tle appreciztion as a medivw, in placo of the
clopging, heavy atmosphere of commonplace [n-
credulity. Thore is man{a Hamlet unknown and
unsung, many a soul zabined, cribbed, confined,
who has falnted and falled In ito lowly place for
want of that rappers with Its surseundings which fs
essential to freedom and foy.!

Much more followed which Hester tirelessly
tzansceibed. The thoughts appeated 1o her pro-
found, and couched In beautiful language. Der-
haps had sho read the-composition as a paragraph

meaning and value of all thess hizgh-sounding

1rases; but this gizd could no more criticise her

tiend than could a young pricstess of Diana her

virgin goddess, And peshaps had you or I heard
these pheasds deliveicd unhesitatinygly {n Miss
Denston's impressive tones, some illutlon might
have been cast over them for us av well as for poor
Hester, who was only eighteen, and very much in
love with this, a3 it seemed to her, talented and
noble friend,  But she was an Intelligent Elﬂ' and
had not her young beto.worship blinded her, she
would have been Inclintd to suspect the grand
sound of these phrases, and see that jt.-dressed up
very poor kind of sense and commonplace thought
to look like something ¢lever.

Had Miss Denston’s writing been docked of fts
fine words and phrases, and put into_plain com.
mon sense English, it would have had no distinction
whatever; it was, In fact, sound without sense.
The only seal thoughts in it were, that we are
always to some - extent alone, even when with
fricnds or fn a crowd, which is & trulsm as old as
the %ills; and that some Yeople are more !on:‘liy
than others because placed in unsuilable surround.
ings, which is also & very patent fact, though not
ono which it ia advisable to dwell ppon, for too
many of us are already inclined to fancy ourselves
supetior o our dcuin‘y. .

y-and:by, as the t megliece was on the strike of
ter, the street door was heard to-open-and shut,
and steps ascended the stairs,

 Here Is Philip,” sald Miss Denston, ‘and
my brain is almost dazed with this Imgrovm.tlon.“.

Hester rose, and reached her hat and shawi froo
the chair on which she had laid them. While she
was putting them oa, the door opened, and- Philip:
Denston entercd. He was youngzer than hissister.
Her pecuiiar blue eyes and thick black-hale. were
repeated ih him, 30 also was a certain expression
of obstinacy about the mouth-and.chin, but the
fascination of her smile and glance was wanting,-
He gave his sister aailent nod, and to Hester an’
equally sijent:bow, 1o which‘she made a ¢hilling
acknowledgment, which consisted, one n;!iht.
have said, in & wovement of the eye.lide, / Ayklas
and &:fow. niurmured (words, passed betwoed the
frisnds.  Mr. Ldenston, aftier npeniog the door for,
Hester, followed har; and as he passed, took. his
Jhat dowa from the peg where it hung, ~ . °

'i;_'nl:.a,:lcni? mie; | cannot-let you''cross 'the sirewt
‘Now- this- ceremony'had -Been - one -through

[
ake'y sevaral times befors, nndigiutw_‘mtly:

it - Shawished 1o seceivs Do .
man.who could bahave to such & sister as this man
did. But as thare was no e » Hester content-
‘ed hervelf with ddopting as frigid & demeadiur as:
possible to' hsyume, ' In silance ‘thay'crone.
‘ed the'road, (o allenico waked for the dber to open,
them, raiel a{f his hat, Mr.:- Denston! depirted 1with
'a. Thank your’ on-Hester'saparty gndra 1\ Good,
night” on.uds, Hestar's behaviour was apparently.
of no,momext ta him ; and if he made any; rafisc-
tion copcerning’it, it wis probably that.the giel
appesred 'ty bavé no manners; ' 0 " o
ester, on her way up stairy; ldoked> il at-the
vitting:rédni door, intending Yo say goodinight} and:
thet o up10f bed: -Grace wnslthere slons: .’
¢+ '4 18 that you, :Hester.?l: she ctiod ;11! don't
‘wantany suppac? Dacomelip a.nd.;l:ng,l:-c t.
1 have seat mother to bed ; she looked so tired.t,
1, Hester caime for-md!{cluc_pnﬁy. Grico, ‘wan.
‘Curled up In’ the rocking Ehdlr, of ;which'’sbé Wwas
30 fond that it 'Was'cénsidered Hir special property.’
Bot'she got up and'dréw:n jow chair ‘te ‘the (Are
for Hester. Y T NN

W1, don't want any.suppon Iwascgoian.ito
bed,"” said Hester, asating hcnelf.@ongc;, ,They,
aat foc.a time ~Uently.  Grace rocked her,chaic to
and {6 and looked into the'fire, -, 7
%' Did you want to aay anything,"'asked Hester..

* Oh, no, T'don't'think so'} only*l likvé not'seen,
much’of you to:day, “What*have yol' been doing
ovee there ?” g - .

i I have been writing at. Miss Denston’s- dicta:
tion,” .
_“Oh, do you like that? Do you siill like her as
much as you did ¥’

s Certainty.” o .

-Hester looked pale, ind cold;-and uhresponsive,
She was quite aware-that: Grace. was' regarding
her kesaly; and in consequence drew..the jolds iof
reserve mora. close. :

“It is.very odd, isn'tit,” said .Grace, “that 1
should not know & person with whom . you are so
Intimate " . o ..
¢ Why i it 0dd ?™ aaked’Hester; with Increased
coldness of tone. " D)o you think' that'a’ younger
sister has no Hght to make friends for hersalf?’

Grace gave a quick look at her' sister.

i There should be no question: of rights between
us, Heater,” she said, and.then the girle looked
away from ecach other. If Orace was hut by
Heater's apeech, she 'did not show it, unless by
silence. Hester perhaps repentad her-bitternéss
‘of tone, for After a few moments she sald, with a
great effort to call'up feskings of gratification:

“ Have Kou :added' to: my. obligations to you,
Grace, by Ovi'lﬂf some way of making.up. your
lovely present? 1 shall be »o afrald of not- doing
the best with'it that.I know I shall sot'datre to put
the scissors "

Qrace recognized the spirit of atonement in
which Hester had spoken, and’ responded cordi-
ally, and they were sodn deep in'a dress-making
discussion. 1lut when they kissed each’ other,; be-
fore separating for the night, there was some con-
straint on' cither side ; each went: to bed with A
feeling of discomlort aad scif-reproach, Graco’s
feeling was due ta her failure in winoing her sis-
ter's confidence. [t was impossible that, with her
alertness of mind, she should ‘have missed seein
the signs of bitterness which Hester's‘looks an
tones had of late ‘occasienally betrayed, In spite of
her most determined - efforts ~ at- aslf-repression,
though, indeed, Grace had not the least 1dea of the
extent (o which that bitteraess had eaten«iato her,
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Sabbath Bchool Work,
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LESSON HELPS.
DANIEL IN BABYLON.
LEsson V., Jan. 3ist, Daniel i, 8-2t5 memorize
verses 20, af,

GOLDAN TEXT.—'" Wherewithal shall &
young man cleanse his wnr? b; teking heed there.
to according to Thy word."~§’3. ¢ix., 9.

~¥ Pray, do not trouble,” sald’ Hester, coldly. T

*| anlected 2

Tise,=D.C, (og-3. Lighteen years before tho

ilant lesson, The beginning of the jo yean' cap.

tivity,

in the publicatlon for which it was destined, Hew- . s - 2
tet's Judgment would have Inclined her to 81k the | I'1acr.~Habylon, on the Luphrates, 500 miles

cast of Jeruralem,

RULLHS, —)ekolakim, Klug of Judals; Nebuchad-
rezzar, of Babylon,

DANIEL.—At this time fousteen years old, born
At Jerusalemn, cf noble parentage, carrled captive
to Biabylon, whero he lised all the 70 years' ca
tivity, A great statesman, a learned scientific
man, a true prophet of the uoblest character, lived
at feast tilt 1L.C, §34, 85 years old

Book of DaviLi.—Author, Danlel. Divided
into two parts, chaps. 1-6 being historical; chaps,
7:13, prophetic. It Is wrilten in two languages,
Hebrew (chaps. L i bv.; villexii), and Chaldee
(chaps.iil, iv.; chap, viih

CLRCUMSTANCES.~\We now turmn back a little
way.in the history, to the beginning of the 7o
years' captivity, and take up the study of Danlel,
who herc finds his place {n the history,

HELPs OVER HARD PLACES.—The Feur Cap-
tives,  About the time of Lesson 2, a number of
captives were carricd from: Jerusalem to Babylon.
Among them were four boys who became noted in
bistory—=D)aniel and the three who were “cast inlo
the fiery furnace. ‘These four were selected 1o be
tzained for the official service of King Nebuchad:
nextar. They were taught in the Chaldean learn:
ing, and fed- with the luxuties grovided by the
king., 8, Purposed not to defile himself with>the
Aing's nteat : {,¢., food,  Some of the flesh was that
forbidden to Jews. See Lev,, chap, xi.; Deut. xli,
23+28. Often it was consecrated to Idols, It was
too luxurious for thelr best health. 9. Goddrought
Dandel into favour: by direct influence, and: by
giving Danicl a Jovable, noble character, lo. &En-
danger my head: lest hfs head be cut off for dls-
obedience. 11, Melsar: the melaar, or steward;
no‘a proper name. Heé had chasge of their food.
This plan was doubtless'by permisslon of the
prince of the'tunuchs, Huwamiak, etc.; see their
other names In ¥, 8. 12, Pulse r-vegetable -food,
graing, -Pulse otiginally meant leguminous seeds,
ae beans, peas. 18, Endof the days :. of the three
years' training {v. s}, 10. ‘Stood before the Ring;
as -his officers -and -advisers. Setvante -always
stood when in the. presence of the-monarch, ' 20,
Better than ali the magicians ! the priestly, learned
‘clase, Asirofogersi wise :roen, magi, scientific
men.: All wggd and balleved e magic and astrology.
The Chaldeans were at this time the most leammed
ml_eg‘ln.thi world, 21 First ysar of Cyrws:

.. s34, Abhe eod of the 7o years'captivity, Cygue
sooquered Babglon, T N ¢
" SUB/ECT roR 'SPecial REPORTS.~The bt
mix.u._ +<Th¢ i 'of Dasiiel;=The- ch
Danlel*~How 'hé- was -temptef.—How he ovit-
‘came,—Thde way he reached succms.~~Principlos

of temperance o . ) o

~.LEAax BY HRART  Heb. .iv., 18, 16 ; Jamds:i,

& ; Prov. iliy, 1317, .t
QuUEsTIONS,

. IkrhopUCTOrY.~<What book-of the Bible db
we-now study 2. 'Why do-1we . changs. to-this?
JGive -the, date” and.: place: of-this lasson? The
eyents of. whit:other, lesson: occucted about the
.:;m;!@q 2. Wi, gt captivity begag -at this
© . "SURJECT 1 VICTORY OVER TEMPTATION. -

AR TR I

bl 4, T ",‘ ‘Foux,, Cgl’nfits.—\&'ilo at this tUme

conqiered, Judah gnd Jerusalém? (v. 1) "What
four do wih‘nhixg\géupﬁva?'(v.'&)’ Who
was the chief .- What do-yon know of the others?
(DansliL,'14:26.). ; Give someo accountrof Daniel’s
1lfe: ‘Mis appearance asd talent (v, 4)' How -old
‘wit he at tlzirtlm)?‘ For-what were* these four
ve, \* '

.1, THEIR T_i‘x_ssvmﬂox (v.'8).—What purpo.lc
‘did *Daniel*have’in “his heart? \What was the
King's meat?” Why did he ‘not wish.to eat it?
How.xould it defile him} Why, would hé' refuse
the wine? What.temptations, would he:bave to
eat as the other boys dld? 'What temptation from
bis youth? His love of pleasure? His.desire- of
success? The customs.arcund him?2 His aby
sence from home restrainte? )

"I1L THEIR :VICTORY 'OVER TEMPTATION (V¥s.
§:34).—~What wag -1be first_thing.Danlel did to
dvercome the tempiation? (v..8 fc.) What did
hedooext? (v. § l.c.Li How did God-halp him ]
{v. 9) How would .Darciel's previous-character
help. him? -How his early trainipg? What did
he ask of the prince.ovar him? What objection
wad gude?’ What test did Daniel proposs?
What help have we.in overcoming . temptation?
{Jamea i, 1-3 ; Hebiv.y t5; Matt. vl, 13; xxvi,
413 1,.Cor, %, 13.) )

IV, THE FRUITS OF VICTORY (VS. 121} —
\What was the effect of Danlel’s course on-his
health ? o&v. lw Was this natural, or -a miracls
from God? What would be ‘the effect on his
character?  What did Cod F“' bim? % 1 l
Does this imply that he was ciligent and falthiv

fnsudy? How long did the tralning . continue?
{va. 15,.6.) What position was given these four
men} What is said of their wisdom and

.1
learning? \%Lat were the elements of Daniel’s
success 2° \VLat traite'worthy of imitation do you
find in his character? ’

LESSONS-FROM THE BOVHOOD OF DANIEL.

1. Vicrory OvRR TEMPYATION.—(1} He had
the .same temptations as we; (2) he overcame,
therafore we can; (3) God opeos the way of
sscape ; (3) religious principle, trust in God, cout-
leir firmoess, looking to'Jesus, prayer, watching,
wil 'I-ge! us L0 ecape. . :

1L TeupERANCE.~(1) Temperance is total ab-
stinence from all that defiles, and right -use- of .all
appetites and desires; (3) strong drink, . tobacco,
etc., defiles our bodies, which are the temples of
God; 3) we should care for our health ; {4} the
effoct of tempezance bas been tested ; (3) religion
i the basis’of temperance,

1ML Success 1y Lirsi={1) By Qod's favour,
(2) by temperance; S;) by care for health; (4) by
ovarcoming temptations ;- (3) by religious princi-
'ple s (6) by faithful study ;. (7) by fathfulness to
thote over us; (8) teve. and neble character;

sister’s mind,

{70 b continied.)

b .
{9) by amiability an‘J couttesy.’
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THE PIERY FURNACE.

Lisson VL, Few 7th, Dan. §il, 1623 meme
rite verscs 1524,

GCOLDEN TEXT.—'"0ur Ged whom we setve
Is I‘)ba“ tl?’dellver va from tte burning fiery furnace.”
- n p I,u

Tmr.--BlEh!eenlh -ear of Nebuchadnesnar, B.C,
5§57, About 16 years alter the last lesson j and near
the time of the fall of Jerusalem (Les. §).

PLACE. ~The plaln of Dura, about five miles
southeast of Babylon.

RULERs.==Nebuchadnerrar, Ring of Babylon
1@5-;6:). Zedeklah, the last King of Judah

‘harach Hophra, King of Egypt. The *seven
wise men” in Grecce,

YRoFUFTS.—Jeremiah, at gemmlem. Eiekiel,
by the river Chebar in Dabylonia. Danle), at
Babylon.

INTERVENING HIsTORY.—~S0onalter Dantel and
his frlends had become officers In Nebuchadnes-
7ar’s kingdom, Daniel had an ofportunity to show
his wisdony by revealing and lurerpreting a drezm
for the king. “ Then Damel was made chief ruler,
snd his three friends were exalted to high oifice at
his requedt,

Hevvsover Haro Praces,—1, TA¢ goldenimage
waserectedontheplainof Dura, fivemilesfrom Baby -
lon, It was sixty cubits (nofeet) high,and six cubits
{nine feer) broad, This includes the pedestal. It
wees probably of wood or ¢lay, and covered with

lates of gold, Diodorus tella us of three golden
mages In the temple of Bel at Babylon, wonth,
with their altars of gold, $86,000,000. 2. The In-
anguration, The officers and chief men frop all
parts of the empire were summoned to Babylon,
and compelled to bow down and worship before
the golden image, on pain.of being cast Into the
fiery furnace, When the music sounded, all
bowed before the image except the three men who
were with Daniel in our fast lesson, 16, Shadrach,
ete.: see lastlesson, Said fo the king : when they
were summoned to him for not- worshipping the
image. t7. /fit b s0: 1 God ses this to be best.
19, Full of fury : (1) Because their conduct was
in direct disobedience to his- command. (2) it
intetfered with his plans of unifying the empitc,
3) 1t was against hls religion. {4) It scemed a
ad example to his subjects. 20, Fiery furnace:
such as was.used for smelting metals ; a hole in
the top Into which the mea were cast, and an
opening in the side, through which they were seen
and came forth, 31, Downd: with iron chaind
(Jer. xi., 4} Coals: a long robe, [losen: inner
tunfc. Aars: rather cloake, These ate mention.
ed because they were combustible, and yet were.
not burned. 24, Asfonsed: astonished. "3, The
Sen of God: a-son of (od, a divine being, an
nnge! (v. 28). ~ i
"SupjecTs For Seecial Rerorta.=The intervéns
ing history.~=The thres men.~The 'Foldm image.
—~The inaugguration  assembly.—ihe object of
Nebuchadneszar.—The ﬂerT “furnace.—Raligious
rinciple.—=The modcra.liodn image and.fiery

roace, How God still delivers His people.—The
effect on ourselves and others of standiog by our
principles. - )

Lesrx 8y HEART v8.37,18 ) 1 Petud, 75 Rév. I, 7.

QURSTIONS,
‘INTAODUCTORY.—What opeaiag toward .usaful.
pess And  renows . cams to Daniel saca after- i
font -tessen : ‘What-oflest-gid . be:and -hie
mrdo:;t?bcu

(% h
ots-Lived, at tus tine i- Whe .was.King €
udah 2 Whiat “greaf “évent “took 'place thére, pot
Tar from this time? ' i
SUBJECT SERVING GOD AT ARY COST,

I. THZ GOLDEN IMAGE.~\Vhit plan did Nebu-
chadnesar: formto -consolfdate Lis new-empire?
Deicribe “the ‘golden ‘Image.,” Where, wae it

laced? Who wers summoned to worship it 7
Vbat: punlshment  was threaten+d to” thoss who
should refuse ? ’ '

What: were the probable objests of - this great
&theﬁ,n;? Why is so much said of the music?
‘Why was thers so savers a penalty for- refusiogito
‘worship i e

J1.—~THE MEN OF TRUR RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLE
(v8. 16.18)—What three men refused to worship
the -image? ‘What other -proof of religious prin-
¢ipls had they shown befare ? -What ofice did they
now hold? (Dan. il 49) Give an accendt of
their rusmons befoce 1he king. What was théir
reply to hia.demand ? Did they know that God
would rescue them ? If they had known, would it
have reguiud great courage and piety 10 do what
they did 2, ! ’

What excuses might they have made for com.
plying? What is meant by * a relleion of ptin.
ciple 2 The difference between steadfastness te
principle, and obstinscy ¢ Is there any other true
religlon than a religion of principle? Before what
golden Idols does the wortld now command the
Christian to bow down ? # Under what penalty ?

115, WHat Max 010 To THEM {v&. :9-3;).—80-
did the king feel about sheir cefusal? Why?
What did he do to'the men? What kind%r a
furnace was this? Why was it heated 20 hot ?
What_showed ‘the greatness of the heat? Why
are théir garments montioned? - ;

1V. WHaT GoD DID TOR ‘THEM (VS 324.28)—
What threé wonders did (e king see while looking
at the Aery furnace? \What was the fourth person
hke? Who wasit? Why made thus -visible?
‘What.did the kiog then do? What.shows how
unharmed they were 2° What was the effect of all
this on the king ?  Did these three men know that
God-would celease them? Would or should this
bave made any difference as td their conduct?
(Ve. 17, 13) ’ "

Into what fiery furnaces are we sometimer cast ?
Does God always deliver us from them? In what
other way does he sometimes save us 2 (Rom,
viil,, 285 2 Cor, ail,, 7-10.) \What is the. effect of
firm-endurance of trials upon ovrselves? upon
others?

LESSONS FROM THE MEN IN THE FIRE,

1. Hy falthfulness in early life these men wero
purand for greater trials and greater victoties.
11. The nal of our faith strengthens our char-

actar,

11}, The trial of our faith manifests- God's
pawer and Jove to others. .

1V, The world -expects us to bow before the
golden images of wealth, sucess, pleasure, lax
teligion, and easy morals,

V. Its fiery furnace i persecution, unpopularity,
tidicule, sosial ostracism.

V1. True teiigious principle will do right regard.
lwes of consequenced. )

V1I. God saves His children either from trouble
or in trouble, Hée delivers them out of it,or makes
it minister 10 their good and the good of their

cause.—Felondet,




