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Christ Manifesting Himself to His Disciples.
Turrk Isteonradt Lrssoxs 1x Brinirual Exreniesce.
Luke xxiv. 13-30.
IL. ¢ Fullowing on to know the Lord.”

REV. JAMES MIDDLEMISS, D. ., ELORA.
For the Presbyterian Revieto.

In our forincr paper, we remarked upon the importantsubject of
Divine manifcatations. \While, in respect of His csscuce, God is
equally and wholly present everywhere, and while His agency is
universal and increaring, neither His presence nor His agency can
be directly discerned by any of our powers of observation. But Ho
does manifest Himself. He gives, that is, such indications of Hig
proseace and agoncy, that those to whom He gives them are fully

assured of His intercst in them and His caro of them.  Theso mani,

festations, however, arenot given to all indiscriminately ; the general
principle, accorning to which they aro given, being that which i:
involved intho all pervading assurance of Scripture, that Me i
found of those who seck Him. In other words, they arc given to
those who prove their auxioty to obtain them.

Wo have already considered the case of the two perplexed and
Aesponding disciples, as illustrativo of the value of Christian inter-
course as a mcavns of securing the presence of Christ,  Wo proposo
now to iliustrate another lesson of very great unporiance—that,

namely, suggested by the uso which the two disciples made of tho
comfort that Christ's presenco Lrought to them, before Ho gave
them the joy of thé actual recognitionof Him., Having joined them
for the purposo of relieving their minds and cheering their hearts
He did so, it witl bo noted, by leading them rightly to understand
and truly to beliove His teachings of Scripture.  The narrative in
dicates that, while yct they have not the least thought that Jesu
Himself is the cxpounder, Scripture licht is cast by His exposition
upon tho circumstances that have filled them with perplexing
thoughts. Under the instractions of the unkuown expounder, they
begiu to sce in the licht of Scripturs, tho thicgs that are perplexing
them ; and beforelong, * their heartaburn within them.”  This lan-
gusge indicates 10 less than thar expericace of intense pleasure, in
beingmade teapprehena the truthconcerningdesus, aatauchtin Scrip-
ture and fulfillcd in all that has taken place. As yer, as wo sade
they have no thought that the stranger, whoso words have 10 cn:
Yightened their minds and warmed their hearts, 13 Jesus Himself
Rut they have madoa great advance towards the recognition ot Him
or towards His manifestation of Himself to them. They arc ac
tasiiy expertencing the gracions influcnces which His presency
brsngs, though they do not think of ascribing their sxpenience to
Him. Nor will they, il a test of their interest has been applied
so asto proveit. For mark well what {ollows.

Au they approached their destination, Jesus, itis said, *made
a» though He would have gono wurther.”  And, nodaubt, He would
hevo pased on aad lett them, had they notsarited Him to continue
with them. He was willing and ready tostay with them. He gawve
them opportunity to invite Hinm to remain, after having given them
gooid reason why they shonld iavite Hum. Ba: His remaining
depetded on their fnviting Him.  And thue, let it be noted, Ho
puts their intereat 1o the test.  If their interest is such that they
arc antivus to continuc their intercourse with Him, He will stay
Rut, if it is not, —if they are willing that the subject of their con,
vesze with Him ahould be dropped, and their attention occapied
with tomcthing else, then, He will leave them and pars on. Right
wall do they atand the test.  For not merely do they iovite Him,
vat they coxstrain Him to **abide with them.”  Like Jacob, they
** will not let Him ga.™ 1If they had kad any saspicion that Jesus
Himself was their companion, they would dosbticsy have invited
Him to sy, evea had their intersst beea batalight.  But knowing
their companion only as an intelligent and pions atranges, it is alto-
gether likely {or should we net say quite certain ) that they would
not havo been very urgent, uoless they had becomo very greatly in-
tereated in tho stbject of His discourse. Being thua interested,
they corld not conseat to the termination of their intercoarse, if it
was Pomible to proleng it

Thes their interest wan {ully provad ; and their urgency wag
rawanled Uy His remaining with them till;thoy recogaized Him,
Thouch 1o dizappeared immediately oo thelr recognition of Hum,
what a {allnens of joy way oxpericncsd i the mamentary glimpae

The Presbyterian Review.

they had of Him 1 It sufficed to assure thom that it was no other
than their risen Lond, who had enlightened theic minds and made
** their hearts burn withia them, while He talked with them by the
way, nad whilo He opened to them the Scriptures.”

This experienco of tho two disciples is full of instruction in
rolation to the subject of theso articler. A state of perplexity or ot
despondency, or Dboth together, i nut uncommon. Tho general
providence of God, and our own condition in the world, are full of
material for unoasy, anxions thuught. The predowminance of moral
evll, and tho want of corrospondenco botween mon's charactar and
their ouiward condition ; aftlictions of various kinds, dreaded or
experionced ; tho unpromising spiritual coudition of others, in
whose welfaro our own happincss is bound up; uufavorable indi-
wations in the matter of our own relation to God :—in these things
and tho like, thereis much thatis fitted, at any time, to produce
perplexity of mind. And, as a matter of fact, Christiaus are often
creatly perplexed in reference to God's dealings with themselves
and others, and greatly troubled in mind, about their own and
others relation to God, and prospects for oternity.  Suchexpericnce
may be, indced, no amall part of a Christian believers spiritua
conflict, which islargc’y a coufliet between fuith and sight, uud
in which, but for owa misapprehiensions and mistakes, faith would
cver bo victorious. Sce Pa Ixxiil

\Vhen, as often happens, the teaching of the \Word of God, in
relation to what occasions perplexity or despondency, is not rightly
apprehendod or not *mixed with faith,” when perhaps there 1s an
inward tumult of perplexity and anxiety, and vet tho soul is
clinging 1o God, though, it may bo, all but despairingly, then our
gracious aud compassionate Lord, who ¢ knoweth our {rame,” aud
who sees the soro trouble we are in, draws near, and puts forth an
influence that allays the tumnult. He opens the mind to the truth,
80 that what perplexes it 13 geen in the dight of Scripture.  Iu the
sa ctuary, in the rotirement of the closet, orin our intercourse
w.*h others who are perhaps in our own perplexity, we begin to
«:0 in the light of Scripture, the things that disturband perplex
us, wo begin to soc that these things aro no ather that what tie
Word, if wo had given heed to it, would have led us to oxpent.
And sceing these things as we had not dono before, our hearts begin
to ‘¢ burn within ve”

Iz may not occur to us, at tho time, that all this is the doing of
Jesus by His Spirit.  But in reality it i3 nothing lcss and nothing
else.  And ingiving ussuch experience, He is preparing us far such
manifcstations of Himsell to us, as shall leave us in no doubt that
it 1s 16 Him that we owo our experience.  But He will fiest pat wue
intereat to the test.  Having drawn ncar to us and calightened as,
and made *‘our hearts burn within us,” e gives us tho alter-
native of defaining Him or allowing Hium to withdrawr. Itis our
wisdom to be careful to detain the heavenly iisitant, or, in other
Words, to follow up ous adtantage, by not alacking in the usc of e
means by which we have oltained it. Let us remember thas,
*Then we ahall knaow, if we follo:e on to kuow the Lord.” Lat us
be like Hizn wlho, when hunted in the wilderness, composed tho
paslm we so often sing, in which he mays, ** My soul follozreth kard
after thee.” P 1xiii. I we **2ill ot le? Him go,” He wint Nor
w0, but will remain and will give us, asit were, such a glimpse of
Himself, asshall cast a flood of licht on the experienco through
which we hiave been passine.

Now it is jast here that weare all 10 apt to mistacry, in the
matter of our xpirited cxpecience. We lail to obtain those mam-
{estations of the Savionr’s gracions presence snd opration, which
wouid be, in the hichest degree, satisfying to onr minds, because,
after a measure of enlightenment, accompanied perhiaps with sone
degree of pleasare or comfort, we do 5ot follow ap our advantage.
Clnist has approached us, and hat relieved and comforted nuss hut
we make no scrivns effort to detarn 1im.  \What wonid have
happenad in the case of the two ddiscipics, if they had allowed Jesus
to p sk on, ofien happeusia the experienca of L-aristian men.  Jesus
draws nigh to them. In their obscrvance of ordinances, in the
house of prayer, or in their asolitaty devotions, their ynleres? is
awakened, new light broaks in on their minds and their hearis are
warmed. Raot they do not {ollow up theiradvantage. They donot
consteain Christ to abide with them.  Enlightened and gratified as
they hiave been, they are not so interested as o make any 2crious
endeavor to keep their minds directed in the way that has led to
their being stirred, onlicktened, and cncomraged. And what
follows? Alas! Alas!not only do they fail 2o obiain the foll aatix.
faction which they are an the very verge of ohuining; but in all
likelihood, they lose all the foad of their pat experieacea




