
THIE CANADIAN

W. meditated on this story as we walked. wasps
have their uses; but, se far as we have been able Vo
,diseern, not in churches. Their utilities are decidedly
non-ecolesiastical. But sometinies wasps wiIl corne
into churohes. 1V la very undesirable te have thoni
there. One thing may be said of thetie insecte, that
the less yen trouble them, the lesa harrnfal they are.
Another thing la quite obvions : that a greater evil
rnay be brought to paus by an attempt Vo be rid of a
amaller evii. It was badl Vo have the wasps; it was
-worse to be compeiled Vo rebuild the churcli.

And yet, perhaps, the apparent disaster was provi-
dential, and the moral which Chriatendom may les=u
rnay be worth the mouey spent in rebnilding the
churcli.

Into a churoli membershi;p wasps may corne. If,
when tliey are in their nest, the nea can be quietly
lifted, and it and its inhabitauts set ln the open field,
se ranch the botter; but don'V let ns destxoy a churcli
iu order Vo destroy a wasp's neat. Let the avil be
borne awhule. By-and-by the tirne wiIl corne whcn
the -wasps wil depart, or be in such a condition that
Vhey can be reznoved 'with impunity. But whenevor
any Christian society shall deterinine Vo free itself of
te wasps, lot it be careful as to its modes of extirpa-

tion; aboya ail, let iV heed the counsel Vo avoid humn-
ing wasps out. __ ______

89THE BAR VES7 IS PASSRD."7

Juat a little trifiing; juat a little fun;
Just one little hour toc, laVe, sud lifes work lsadoue;
Waiting, Vacillsting, balting but an hour;
Beachig, grasping, stretchng-lifeai beyond Vhy po'wer.

Just a little moment slhting offered love,
And 'with folded wing, far off, grievçez the lieavenly Dove;
Just a dsy's ueglecting; slowly sinlis the sun;
SlowlY 4rops the rtain, ana life's work la done.

-Seed

TH& AmE-RicAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY 0)F
CONGREGATIONALSM-Work for flfty-five years :

'Churches erganized, 4,153; brough te self-support,
2,120; menibers gatbered in, 297,700; churches or-
ganized lu 1871-Bî, 912 ; missionaries employed in
i8go-Si, 1,032; supplymng 2,653 churches and stations,
and having oversight: of about ioo,ooo Sunday-school,
scholars ; maouthly circulation of The Home Mission-
,ar7, 2-3,000 copies; resources for the year 1881, $31 1,-

365. More than twice this amount needed aunuaily
to push the work.

COUNT VON MOLTKX>ý Germany's greatest mulfitary
stratcgist, tbinks the invasion cf England through the
proposed Channel tunnel a sheer irnpossibulity. a"Yen
might as well," he exclaired, te a distinguished Prus-
sian officer. wbo, had mentioned the subject, pointing
Ie bis library door-"ý yen iniglt as weil talk cf invad-
ing ber tbrough that doeirway."

INDEFENDENT.17

ffleission ýM, otes.

Is one of our leading Britishi reviews of February
last, an article appeared enquiring wbether science
had yet found a basis for morality 2 A. constrained
negative aitswer is at leaat iniplied. Blind force.
Annihilation, have not yet proved their fituess to be
a basis on which to erct a moral fabric, and yet the
imperions nature of man demanda sunob a refuge.
Religion does satf.fyran's longings Ilas nothing else
can do." The foilowing voice, from tfie same Japan
paper above quoted, the O8akla Nippo, gives a similar
cry, de profundis. Thus writes a correspondent:-

"1 believe in no religion myseif, aud I place myseif
outside the restraints of religion. Yet in tho existing
iiuperfeot stage of society, ana for thia imperfect race,
1 rcadily see the usefuluess of religion. Heuce I be-
lieve that it le not altogether uselesa to write about it.
It la a question whether we have, or have mot, auy
religion original ta Japan. Those who say there i s
noue, affirma that Shiutoism neyer had a raligioua
power over rnen's bearts, but that it is simply a sys-
tern of bonoirr and respect paid to the irnpcrial family.

.... Were I obligea to choose a religion, 1 should
prefer that of rny own country. But oxir Shiutoisrn is
imperfect as a religion, and its influenca is lirnited to
the ignorant of Vhs and of past ages. It fias no
power to make my head bow down before itg throne.
Year by year it la declining, and at last it win alto.
gether disappear. The reason is evident : it ia imper-
fe as a religions systema; it la imperfeot as an
educator. More than that, 1V neyer had a great
teacher like Buddhba, who underwent the pains of ten
years in the Hirnalayas for Vhe dleveloprnent of hie
doctrine. IV has no disciples like Sakya, who have
compiled ita scriptnrps. IV has no Moses, ne Christ,
no Confucius. Fromn Vhs gods of mythology down,
there lbas been no religion of the style of Shintoism.
[That la, with so littie of that which la essential, in a
religion.] It bias no saered writings ELle those of
Buddhistm ana Christianity; 1V lias only traditions
and the imaginations of later ages. To be sure,
duriug the reign of Ashikaga, Urabe Ranetomo
fermulated the system of doctrine, and taught the
people; but it was an imperfeot system, ana ha no
influence iu arousing the feelings of worahippers.
Thougli great men, like Hirata aud Motoori, have
arisen to make Shintolsm powerftll, yet because its
place was already flllcd by Buddihiçtm iV has neyer
beau a popular religion lu Japan'

G<-ýTR&I. South Africa la stiil an unknown land. So
far, however, from being desort, it would appear to
have natur-al capacities whlch may yet render Afries,
under Christian auspices, one of th(. moat prosper-
oa and civiiized of the continents of the earth. Nor
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