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GALpRN TxxT.——**We love Him, because He first
foved ua."—1 John iv. 19.

THE LOVE OF THE FATHER, {

HOME STUDIES.
M. 1 Johnii 1.39........Brotherly love,
T, tjohniit, 1-24....... Sons of God.
W. 1 Johniv. tat......, The love of the Father,
The 1 Jolmv, st ... .Eternatl life.
F. ajohoi, 1-33....... . Walking in truth.
5. 3 johnt t-14........Fellow-helpers to the truth.
Sab. 1s3. xit. 1-6..........God our salvation.

HXLPS TO STUDY.

in the introduction to the Iast lesson it was staied that
“lave " 15 the mun sabject of the Firgt Epistle of John, We
fini a spirit of Christian {ove breathing throaghout the writ-
ings of tlus Apostle, although he is most energetic in de.
nuuncing s and ungodliness.

{a his Gospel he sevecal times calls himself ** the disciple
whom Jews loved "-as if the most remarkable thing that
he could sind about himszlf was the fact that Jesus foved him
~—and it is vecy evident that he loved Jesus in return; bhe
shewed his love to his God and Saviour by spending his hife
in ¢ fabours of love ” for the welfare of fus fellow wmen.

Qur present Jesson begins with an exhortation 1o Christ-
ins to love one anather, and in enforcing this exhostation
fie sots befare us, (2} God, the Suurce of Lave, {2} The Mani-
Jestation of God's Love, (3} The Proof of aur Lave to God.

1. Goo tHe Sovrce of Love.--vers, 7, 8.

Love—hensvalence—is the motive that prompts to the do-
ing of good. Qaly those actions which proceed from love
are really pood. A being who always does good must be al-
ways actuated by love.

o?dod is lave, for love is the sum of goodness, and God is
£ We can see that fove is the sum of human goodness, far
all hunan morality is comprehended in the Ten Command-
ments, and the sum of the Ten Commandments is to fove
God ant to Lov: our neighbour; and we are taught in this
passage—whether we could infer as much by our own reason
or not-~that Jove is also the aggregate of divine govdness,
the sum of all the qualities that make up the character of

God,

Doss God 4afe anything 7 Yes, He hates sin ; that is the
only thing He hates ; and it is just because God is love that
He hates sin ; for the same love that induces any being todo
good also prompts that bemg to oppese evil.  Oppasition to
evilisone of the ways ia which good may bedone. The more
Godloves and pities the sinner the more He must hate the sin
which is desmgin r that sinoer.

Loveisof 03 : God is the source and author of the
love that prompts to the doing of good. It is implanted by
Him in regenceation. Those who have it are bora of God.
11 is not the natural growth of the humaan heart. The na-
tural man, actuated by selfishness, knoweth not God ; dif-
fers from God in first principles, and cannot in the smallest
degree understand Him-—eatertaing wrong views of His
charaster and actions.

I1. THE MANIFERSTATION OF GOD'S LOVE."-vers. g, 10

Can the fact tsat *God is love,” and the fact that He
“ will by no means clear the guilty ” {Ex. xxxiv. 7) be recon-
ciled? Yes, a being who made no distinction between good
and evil wonld not be a holy being ; and the love that did
not include holiness and justice would be imperfect. God
will spaze no one who confronts His justice with guilt resting
upon him—He spated rot His own Son whea guilt {aithough
it was the guilt of others) was imputed to Him—but. H~
manifests His love to us in postponing the day of reckoning,
thus giving time for repentance; and in devising a way in
which guilt may be removed, so that there is no valid reason
why any human being should meet Ged in judgment with his
guilt resting upon his own head.

This admirable scheme of redemption, into which **the
angels desire 10 look "—ooe says that the contemplation of
it may possibly be a means of perserving them in their state
of holiness~—this wondecful plan of salvation, manifests the
wisdom and the justice of God ; but what is it that stands
behind these attributes urging them both to action? Itis
love. Love prompled wisdom to devise the plan, and love
usged justice to smite the shepherd that the sheep might go

free.

In this was manifested the love of God toward us,
because that God sent Hisonly begotten Son into the
woarld that we might live through Him. This is the
greatest manifestation of the love of God to man that ever
was given ; and it is also the grestest that could have been
given ¢ ** What could have been done more to my vineyard,
that I have not done in it2 " {Isziah v. 4).

No pardon was extended to the Saviour. He endured the
punishment of all the guilt he bore.  The words, *“ Hesaved
others, Himself He cannot save ™ (Mark xv. 31} contain a
meaning which those who uttered them in derision could not

erceive. God is just; His justice is not in opposition to

islove, butin full harmony with it ; we carnot 2ppes! from
God's justice to His love; if His justice is aganst us His
Jove is aguinst us slso; and when & sin is pardoned it is
solely because the punishment of that sin_has slready been
bome by the Saviour. That is what the preacher meant
who, 1o arrest the attention of his hearers, uttered the terri-

;out sins:
tscviptura! to represent the death of Cheist as procunng or

ble words, “* God never pardons sint"  Everysin that ever
was, or that over will be, committed by a human heing, eith. ¢
has been punished or else shall be punished.  If his sins a.e
. aniiom:d to the belever, they wete not pardoned to the
aviour.
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He
loved us and sent His son to be the propitiation for
From this verse it t quite evident that & is un-

puschasing the love of God for men,  ** He loved uy, and
—Uecause he loved us-—sent Hic son.” On this point, the
* Westminster Teacher "' . ys:  * Cheist's death did not
scenre Goid’s Jove, but it scenred His pardoning mercy, and
in respect to our sinis, it made flis mercy prevail instead of
His wrath.” 1t is cqu.ﬂl?' unscriptural to speak of the Jove
of God 1o us as being originated by our love ta Him : ** Nat
that we Joved God, but that Heloved us.” The convert may
possibly experience love to God in his own heart before he
realizes the love of God ta him ; but when he examines the
matter he finds that if God had not loved him fitst, he
would never have loved God,

111 Tug Proor of Our LOVE 10 Gon.—~—vers, 11-16,

The love spoken of ali through this lessan is no mere
sentiment, but an active principle that always prompts to
beneficence. 1t is so on the part of God; it is so alse on
the part of the Christian.  The application of the lesson is ¢

Beloved, if Qod 30 loved u3, we ought also to lave
one another. Personally God is infiritely above being in
needd of onr beneficence, and we cannot in any way conduce
to His welfare, He directs us then to shew our Jove to Him
by putting forth efforts for the wellare of our fellow mea—
especially those of them whe are His people.  If we love
Gud we will also love those who are 1is.

Noman hath seen God at any time: Godis a spirit
and not visible to the eye of sense; and although Christ
shewed himself on easth, He is nol visible here now, But
we can see the people of God on earth ; we can see our
fellow beings 3 we can see that many of them are in aeed of
our goud offices ; and Christ says:  ** Inasmuch s ye have
done it unto one of the least of these my brethien, ye have
done it uato me ” {M .te. xxv, 30},

THE TEACHER IN HIS STUDY AND IN THE
CLASS ROOM.

‘This was the subject of Dr. Macviear’s address before the
recent meeting of the Quebec Protestant Teachers' Provincial
Association at Quebec. It is scarcely necessary for us to
say that the theme was ably handled. Below we reproduce
his cloquent peroration as reported by the * Morning
Chronicle :”

* What we need now for still preater national strength
and progress are certain things in the moral category, Shall
{ say a higher sense of honour among all classes, including our
pablic men, and a supreme regard for truthfulness. Itiscasily
seen that defects in these respects must touch and deterior-
ate our national life at cvery point, they will influence do-
mestic relations and public transactions, affect our buying
and selling, the cntire trade o treffic of the country, they
must taint our judicial processes and pervert the decisians of
our courts ; they will puevade our drily literature and ren-
der almost worthless and even peraicious the utterances of
our press.  And is it not & Jamentable fact, as recently dee
clared by a leading statesman, tha: in order to get an ap-
proximately correct view of the doings and utterances of any
public man you must read the accounts given by the paper
whaich favours Inm and the paper which opposes him, and
¢ven then, you may fail to reach the tth.  Now, it is in
the power of our schools and institutions of learning to brand
withdeserved infamy this detestable vice of lying, and to stamp
it out of existence by calling it by its vight name and mak-
sng it bear its proper burden of dishonour and disgrace, and
by holding up before our youth a true standard of truthfulness
and integrity. This is what is needed to purify our com-
merce and bring back business to a safe aud healthy state,
and the only sort of National Policy that caa ensure perma-
nent prasperity. We suffer much from, and hear a good deal
about, kard times, but we ave slow to take in the thought
that Aard dealings must bring on hard times in the ‘most pro-
ductive and highly favourec countries under heaven, If
men wift have double prices for their goods and force their
clerks 1o lie, and fosce on trade by unlawlul competition,
and buy and sell on credit with no rational rrospccts of
meeting their engagements; if young men will rush into
business and set up domestic establishments the very first year
surpassing or 2t least equalling in extravance those of per-
sons who have made their fortunes ; i wealthy men, eager
to become more so, will found superfluous banks and then
press hard upon each other whils encouraging reckless ad-
ventures—if men will make up their minds to over-reach, and
cheat, and lie in husiness, there is no difkculty in seeing how
hard fimes must inevitably overtake them. And the remedy
is to be sought in persisteat, universal, thorough moral cul-
ture. The vices hinted at are not to be cured in a few months
or years. They grow slowly and they dic hard.  Great, wll,
rank plants uf iniquity do not grow up like Jonah's gourd in
asingle nighr.  Giant swindlers undergo a long and hard
process of raucation, and when a mehtitude of them infest a
counlry it may require a geaeration ot cvzn more to drive
them out, and there must be many a crash and exposure in
business and in public life before they take their leave, It
is manifest that the true way of dealing with these evils, inso
far as they affect us, is to teach, ang ?euk, and preach,
and work against themn.  They will not disappear by being
Ieft alone. Silence ting them is criminal.  Froude,
the histacian, justly complained that daring thirty yesr: of

church-going he never heard a sermon on commou honesty,

ion those primitive commandmcntst “Thou shait not lie,’ and
s

* Thou shalt nat sieal * Pechaps his expenence is not unique,
But we need more than sermons on these questions,.  We
need 1o penneate ovr whole educational systein with ethical
tenining—we need ten thousand daily lessons in our school-
raoms and in our hawes on the elements of morals, on the
principles of truth, and right, and law, and purity, and fru.
gality, and self-control and general government, These are
the principles with which (o permeate our whole system of
education, and our whole country.  Let reverence for truth
and right reign supreme, then

1+ Self.reverence, self-knowledge, self-control, -
These three alone lead life to sovercign power
ch not for ruwcr {for power of hiersell would
ome uncalled for} but 1o live by law,
Acting the law we live by without fear;
And because right is right, to follow right were wisdom
In scorn of consequences.” "'

CONSUMPTION CURED.

An old physician, retired from praciice, having had placed
in his hands by an East India missionary the formuls of &
simple vegetable remedy for the speedy and permanent cure
for Cansumption, Bronchitis, Catarch, Asthma, and ali Throat,
and Lung Aflections, also a positive and radical cure for
Netvous Debility and all Nervous Complaints, after having
tested its wonderful curative powers in thousands of cases,
has felt it his duty to make it kaown to his zuffering fellows.
Actuated by this motive and a desire to relieve human suf-
fennyy, 1 will send free of charge to all who desire it, this re-
cipe, in German, French, or English, with full directions
for preparing and using.  Sent by mail by addressing with
«mm).). naming thic paper, W. W, SHERAR, 749 Porwers’
Block, Rockester, N. V.

Alround the [able.
THE FORTUNA'S LAST FREIGHT.

HREE schooners weve anchored ina New

England seaport, one Sabbath morning.

They were laden for Boston, but had been de-
tained by foul weather.

“If it clears a bit, I'll be out o' this?’
Job Kittery, captain of the “Fortuna.”

Luke, his deformed son, whose isolated and

painful life had brought him very near the
Saviour, seemed greatly disturbed at his fath-
er’s words,
“I hoped you wouldn't start to-day,” he
said, in & rich, pathetic voice. “I have been
listening to the church bells and wishing we
could go.”

“A men can’t wait for the Sabbath when ho
has bread to carn,” replied Job, testily. © You
aud your mother wouldu's get no clothes to
wear to meetin’, or meat to give ye strength
to get there, if "twant for your wicked old
father !” adding, “I don’t see no harm in start-
in' to-day,”

“No good ever comes o' disobeying God,”
suid the boy earnestly. “Whenever you've
ventured out on the Sabbath, mother and I
have prayed that you might be kept from
harm. I know God heard us, for you came
back safe. But something will happen if you
keep on breakin’ the Lord’s day.”

Job sneered, but his hand shook as helit his
pipe. Luke’s upright life and fearless utter-
nnces often woke the old man’s sleeping cou-
science.

“ Sailors obey only wind and tide,” he said
grufly. “I never bothered about Sunday,
and look at my success! I own the fastest
sziling craft on the coast, a cottage on shore,
and buy ye piles o’ books. Now what's aboard
that head o’ yourn?” more kiudly, as the boy’s
lip trembled.

said

“I was wishing I could take my Lumn at the



