THE CHURCH

false witnesses.  This corrupt court encou-
raged snch witnesses to assist them in the
exccution of their vile procecdings.

* Many fulse witnesses were called.”” They
naturally ‘contradicted each other as false
men are always sure to do. According to
the Jewish law a man could not be put to
death, or condemned unless two consistent
witnesses were found. This explains what
followed, ‘At last came two fulse witnesses.””
Sce the hand of God in this. Christ must
not be condemned ona false secusation, but
on the cvidence of His own innocence,
purity and truth.  They accuse our Lord of
having said that He would destroy the
temple of God, and build it in three days.
But we know Jesus never said such words.
Their object was to rouse the Jews against
Him and no better way could have been
adopted than to make out that He had a
design against their temple. John 2, 19
shows what our Lord did say. By this
temple He meant His own body. How
easy by stight alterations to distort the mosg
sacred truth and even destroy the life of the
purest and holiest of beings.

« Jesus held His peace.”” What & majesty
in this silence of Jesus. He is led as a
lamb to the slaughter,and as a sheep before
his shearers is dumb so He opeued not 1lis
mouth. Here is o lesson to His followers
teaching the hest way to meet those who
falsely accuse us.  This was Christ’s direc-
tion to His disciples. But there is a time
to speak as well as to be silent. “Z adjure
thee by the living God.” I put thee on thy
oath.” The eircumstances are changed.
He is asked to testify to his Messiaship, and
he does so. Lheuhast said” 7. ¢. I am the
Christ, the promised Messiah, and ye shall
soon sce by the spread of my kingdom and
my final victory full proof of this. Our
Saviour may vefer to Dan. 7,13, “One
like the son of man came with the clouds of
Heaven.” It may refer to the final judg-
ment, ** The High Priest rent his clothes.”
By doing this he violated the law be pro-
fused to obey. Sce Lev. 10: 6, and 21 ;
10. Rending of the garments was a4 com-
mon method of expressing grief and horror,
see Gen. 37, 39, where, Reuben rent his
clothes when he found Joseph gone from
the pit. Also John 1, 20, Acts 14, 14,
Every form of justiceis here violated. The
jadge is ¢ party and eccuser, and without
proper evidence or inqury procceds to pass
Judgment. This is the signal for abuse
and violence. * Tken did-they spit in His
face” A mark ot the most profound con-
tempt.  See Job 16, 10, also'30, 10, Isaiah
1,6. Ouar Lord wasnow given over to the
mob that clamoured for 1is blood. “TLhey
luffited Him,” that is they smote Him with
their fists; ¢ whiie some smote Him with
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the palms of their hands.” Then we see
how no form of indignity was spared our
blessed Lord. But we must not fail to no-
tice how meek and gentle he remained under
all this. How would we endure such in-
sults? We know what the men of the
world would do! how they would resent it
by violence. But the disciples of Jesus
must copy their Master in this as in other
things.  Mark especially how wonderfully
Isaiah foretold all this more than 700 years
betore Christ came. See chapter 30, 6,
“I gave my back to the senitar and my
cheek to them that pluckad off the hair, I
hid not my face from shame and spitting.”
And all this was precicted by one whose
prophetic writings were well known and
greatly prised by the Jews who prosecuted
Jesus. “Prophecy unto us, who is he that
smote thee.”  We learn from Mark 14-65
that they bound up His eyes before they
buffeted Him,

We may learn from these verses how
literally the prophesics of Isaiah and Jere-
miah and thus were fulfilled in all that they
foretold regarding our Saviour’s life, suf-
ferings and death. Ilow complete is the
whole word of God. How many and bitter
the suiferings our blessed Lord endured be-
fore He reached the last terrible struggle.
Verily Ie was the man of sorrows and ac-
quainted with grief. Letus remember that
He was wounded for our iniquity.
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Prayer for the Unconverted.

We pray for those who donot pray!
Who waste, O Lord, salvation's day:
For those we love wio love not Thee—
Qur grief, their danger, pitying see.

Those for whom many tears are shed
And Dlessings breathed upon their head,
The children of Thy people save

From godless life and hopeless grave.

Hear fathers, mothers, as they pray
For sons, for daughters, far away—
Brother for brother, friend for fiiend—
Hear all our prayers that upward blend.

We pray for those wholong have heard,
But still neglect Thy gracious word;
Soften the hearts obdurate made

By calls unheeded, vows delayed.

Release the drunkard from his chain,
Save those beguiled by pleasures vain,
Set free the slaves of lust, aud bring
Back to their home the wandering.



