THE CHTVRCH OF SCOTLAND. KT

spirit of one to whom God has \*[mlu n and rescaled things deeper than those off
enee ot one who has telt what i is in himself, and who tlu retore has had a
u]nulm- down into the pits but T eannot whine when hwn- i~ no call tor whin-
i and Teannot believe that every factin the universe is aloom. aaud that there
1 o liht or sunshine, no heauty of flowers or <onge off hml~ in that warld which
the Word of God sanetified by e presence in the tlexh. My weutences may
sor have the vobnmadity and *long stern swell ™ which onght to characterise the
‘mu!m'tiun\' ot amisstona: v. and my eolour of thought may aot always be of
the = vidow’s weeds” stale and my eves may not always be able to command
a copious stream of * eracodile ™ tears: hut T beseech all the tmmaculates who
are noted for the prosence, as T for tho sheence, of these qualifications, to ro-
member that *the best of us i< mortal.—yve to weakness all are heir,—at least
all of us save those spotless unes whose special tunetion consists in denouneing
al who do not fit in with their exact measure, which, with characteristic
mandesty, they have identificd with the Divine. T donot pretend to their eleva-
tion of ~'mvtin‘, and am quite content to oecupy that beneh on which an ocea-
sional langh i< permitted, and on which a <light trregularity of ('mnnpmnlun is
pow and then ailowed to modity the rigidity of lh(*()hwl(utl phrasealooy. There
now, having thus confessed my \hortmnnng let me return tc 1. R H. the
Duke of Edinburgh.  1his Royal Hi;_rhlws\' arrived a few days betore Christmas,
and for the fortnight he was here there was a constant suce ession of” gay doings
sufficient to break the hearts of all v«hl) see sin in everything that is lun-vht and
gladsome. The Duke submitted in excellent temper to an amount of” fatigue
and wor rv that would have killed any one Iut a silor, and in every way con-
ducted himself with an affability and modesty of deportment. which convineed
us all that the ugly stories which our Austrahian cousing had so seduously ¢ireu-
lated eoncerning hun were atterly talse, and that, it” there was an ounce of
blame on his part there was at least a pound on their's.  Not even calumny
itselt’ could find a peg on which to hang an accusation, and he left us without
even i hreath bemgr blown against his mnul name.  The same story comes from
Japan and from C lmm. so that all the Australians have gained by their scandal-
mongering, 1s the anenviable charz ster of churlish hosts and petty backbiters.
In China the Duke won the heart of every European by the graceful tribute he
paid to their favourite, the veteran Admiral Keppel, himselt pulhn" the stroke
car of the hoat in whicl: that fine old Adwiral, who has so well preserved the
British name in Eastern waters, lainded.  And in every respecet he exhibited in
Calentta, under circumstances the mest trying, for more than a fortnight, a
paticuee which would not have disgraced St. Simon Stylites nimself. and a re-
spectful obedience to the Vicerov, as the Queen’s representative, in striking
contrast to the pictrre, equally illknatured and fakse, as we all now believe, of
the miserable Anerealian newspapers. First of all, in the programme of’ recep-
tion. came a srand IR ocession on the oceasion of his hm]mfr on the ev vmnﬂ of
the 220d Décenirar: nexs day a Levee, attended mere numcr(ms]\ by n(,nh
Lo s and ‘c:'“ -~ than un anv previeus ceeasion sinee our congist of the
country, and in the evening a Drawmg-Room: and iben. Jay afler
day. and evening after evening, succeeded reviews, state receptions ot” the na-
tive Rajahs, and ¢tate return visits, balls. dimer parties, feétes, illuminations, &c..
&e. I can oniy notice the two most noteworthy of the many inte r(ﬂtmg
ageants, viz.: the « C !npt(- ” of the Mot Exalted Order of the Star of
India. on the oceasion ot the investiture of H. R. H. as an Extra Knight Grand
Commander of the Order, and the great féte given by the native community.
The « Chapter” has been chamctvrxlod, and 1 helieve without much exag-
geration, as the most gorgeous pageant since the days of Anrungzebe in lmha,
and the * Field of the Cloth of Gold” in Europe. Indeed, at least in one
respeet, it must have greatly surpassed that celebrated meceting of the magnifi-
cent Francis and bhuff }\me al. Here were tributaries m&%mb]e], domg




