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A PIensant~ The pieneer missionaries in Ilonati
change. have had, during the past six ycars

a trying time. Rev. Dr. Smnith and fainily labt
summer went across. to Japan for it littie rest
and change. In a private letter home lie tolls of
the contrast. " It is a great treat to us Wo bo
among green grass and trocs and -ihrubz, and
floivers once more. Then to live beside a beauti-!
fui cloar mountain streani is worth a groat deal
aftcrthc muddy rivers of China. Wehiadstrawv-
bernies, the first ia fivo years. Alinost as good
were the potatoos. You sec wve nover get them.
tili lato in the autunLn and they are pooi at
best and do noV last for any length of tinie.
Othor articles of food are niont.ioned showmng
that in littie things that are not often mentionud,
our missionaries arc. not yet living in Paradibe,
except that they have well marked tokens that
the cvii one is doing ivhat hc can te hinder the
work of God.

Dr. Smith Dr. Smith writes of the peopio and
in 3a>pn. the mission work ofJap-ail.

"There is sucli i difference betweeu the
Chinese and the Japanese. The Japanese are
so clean in everything that it is a pleasure Volive
arnong thein. It is amazing the progresb. the
Japs have made in a littie over thirty years. If
with ail their advancemont they would only
realize that apart from, the religion cf Jesus there
neyer can bc truc and lasting greatness it would
be botter for them. Much lias been donc by the
différent missions, and thoy have mucli encour-
agement, but only a beginning has yet beea
made. Many of theni arc quite anxious to takie
evorything that is brought to themn except the
religion, and that is going to make mission wvork
ail the more difficuit as they becomoe independent
cf foreignors

They are supplanting the foreigner iii ail
departaients very rapidiy and they wvill soon be
able to do without his help. Even some of those
in the Chureli are beginningto say to the mission-
arit-Q that they can do without them, but Vhey
stiil want foreig- xnoney. Thc weak point in
Japanese character is their terrible conceit. Too
many of them fail Vo appreciate what has been
done for hem'"

In and Ont Dr. Srnith wniting to his brother
la flonan. froni Usin-Chen, Honan, Decembor

Sth, says .- There has been a five days' fair and
everything passed off very nicely indeed, net a
single hiteh, and se we are %'ery happy.

Itshows that the people are becoming more
accustomned to us and th-at they are gradually
beginning to lok upon us as they lok uponi
their own people, and noV Vo treat us se rudely.
0)f course this doeos net meaxi that they will haVe
us any the less, or that they will nover do any
bad tricks on us again.

We have had a nuniber of enquirers arounid

during the pasb monthi, tt-numoer of them, 1 be-
lieve, fairly trustwortliy, but alas, the loaves and
fishes have too greaV aa attractioun for many. At
times iV is only after the most, careful watching
and enquiry that one fiads theni out. At other
Viznes the uvarice and greed cerne eut very soon
and Vhey canziot stand the test.

Sonetirnes- one gets discouragcd and thiaks
what those wvho caîl themselves Christians at
homeu, sumnetimes du and say, and one blames
onebelf forbeiîlgsosusplciousof thepoorheathon.
But af Ver ail iV is not the numbers, but the qua-
liVy we waint.

IV is a very diffi cuit, maLter te persevere in sift-
inp- and testing and rejecting, when the chu-ch
at home i.- se eager tu heuar of converts. Wc have
a couple of men, who are anxious Vo bc takcen on
probation, w"ho have two wives each, a very cern-
mon Vhin- in China. Ifa nan lias two %ives le
is generalby fairly well off, or hie could net afl'ord
the luxury. The great reasoii for inarrying a
secone. irne is the desire fer chuldren. If a, man
has nome by his first wife hc marries another and
sometime-s a third. I operatcd on a mian lant
spring for cataract who lias Vhree wiveýs. The
three of them came Vo Vhank me for benefiting
him. Wc are going to disýeu,-s at next mneeting
of Presbytery what to do with mca having two
wvives.

*ihe 4)Id Dr. Smnith again wnites: 1 have lxs'd
Story. tivo operations for cataract since corn-

ing bere, besîdes mnany other operations.
One of the cataract cases was a Veacher who

came bast April. quite blind, and I operated on
the riglit eye and' he ivent home seeing, and
aftorwvard wvent up Vo, his examinations and got
a higlier grade. Since that I operated on the
left oye and had good success, and now lie bas
two good oyes. Sad Vo say ho does neot take the
interest hoe should takze in the gospel. He was
much interestcd in April whon hie did net know
wvhether his siglit would ho restored Cr mot, but
now that ho lias a higher degrec ho seems proud
and feels as if ho dees net need tho gospel. How
111e to -%'hat is oftcn scen in Canada; mon get
anxious and seek God's help when in trouble,
but when, aIl goos wel. thcy forget hirn. Thus
in kindness Ho of ton sends trouble te recall tlier
Vo Bimself.
'Using ber Mis. Merriman, a giftcd lady from
talent. Nova Seotia, an indefatigable worker

for missions when at home, who as an invalid
had Vo seek a warmer climate, tried Trinidad,
ber young danghter accompanying ber. .&mid
the loveline-ss and languor of the Tropics they
are not idly onjoying tho sceno, but arc both
doing whiat they can, tlîo daughter assisting in
one cf the week.,day schools, and both workiug
in tho Sabbatli Sebool, belping on in that blessed
work of lifting up the heathen te life and hope
and hocavon.


