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these orderis wouid require te be subdivided a good many turnes, always
seieeting those which have niost things in coinmon, and grouping them,
by themselves. By narrowing down in this way it is coxnparatively
easy to find out the mime of any bird froni the descriptions usuaily
given in works on ornithology. In like manner ini ail tho other division a
into which animal life is arrangecl, classification is carriod out. The
necessity foi' cassifying the different sorts of animais into sucli groups
as I have tried to point out must be so apparent to ail that there need
be nothing fuither said on the subjcct.

The study of the various forms of animal life wvith ail their never
ending peculiatities, their relations to each other-their habits and in-
stincts, &C., tutust iIways 1)0 of great interest to mail, but that brandi of
scientitie research, whiclî takes for its subjeet the origin of liue, tog(ether
with the origin of species, opens tii) fields of speculation of muach greater
interest, and whiclî bid fair to revolutionize our wvhoie conception of tho
wanneî' iii whiclh ni as well ne nil other organisuis came to be as we
now find theni.

It is niy purpose to try and point out ais briefiy and as ciearly as 1
can some of the views hield by ieading scientists of the present day on
the subject just naaied. Up to a very receat period the belief ;vas ail
but universal that ail living creatures camne from, the hands of their
creator perfectiy formed and perfectly fltted to, the surrounding world
in wvhich they had their habitation, that a power outside and beyond

what we cail nature brought life into existence froni nothing, and that
it was so continued ini the saine unchanged and unchangable condition
throiighout, ail the time of its existence. It wvas claimued that God had
infallibly 1 evealed to inia the ordea' and plan of creation, and conse-
quenrly there wvas no rooni for discussing or inqiing, into the subject
at al]. The few,% people wvIo liad the timerity te doubt the finality of
the biblical conclusions, as thien understood, suffered no littie in the way
social and physical persectution.

The investigation of nature, principaliy during the past haif cen-
tury, ba,% not oniy sbaken the belief in the theological explanation of thre
worid andi of life, but lias given rise te inew theories concerning tire be-
ginning of life andi the causes nccotinting for ail its varieti forins.

As the structure and maire up of tire earth caine to be investigateti


