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plants growing in ùxterwoven masses, a tangle there la no un-
ravellmng.

The. litti. Black Spleenwort 1 had neyer accu growing in
its native wild before. But 1 recognized in kt ai first glance the.
plant that 1 bad accu as a boy of 10Oyears old lu the pedlar's pack
of a veteran fera-hunter in Peithshire; lie had lift.d kt out witb
pride te show mne as part of the. spola at the. end of bis long dav's
tramp to Glati Almond. He called kt tihe Scotch Maidenhair and
told me it was gettiug scarce in our ueighbouniiood of Crieff. It
lhas a% close kinsman in the. Green Spleeuwoirt, whlci l found iun
Ontario about the Bruce Peuinsula. In size and shape of frond
the. ferus are indistlnguishable. but the. stipe of the. Black Spleen-
wort la a shining ebony at the. base and dark browu above te
the. apex of the. nlacbls; in the. Green Spleeuwort the stalk is
browunisi at the. base and gree above. 1 have found both
species fair;y abundant about mountain torrents and %haded
glens in Argylishire and bigb up on the. buis of North Wales.

Altogetiier. aloug about baif a mile of this littie streaun 1
have found 24 specles of f.ru. Tii. Christmnas Fern us not nearlv
as common about the. Rideau as at Port Hope. and 1 have not
found the. Narrow-leaved Spleenwort or the Goldle's Shield Pero
at ail, but on the otier baud the Polypody us abundant; its
favorite boni l on.top of a sbaded rock wafl.

Later in July 1 was on a pcnlcexcursion, to the BigRideau,
that landed on the nortb shore uearly opposite Sand Island.
Thiis shore at orne place tises te a hlgii cliff of exposed rock; lier.
1 found an abundant growtlh of the Ruuaty Woodsi. (I'oodsia
ikwuuis); kt seeuus toe.njoy exposed situations and will f111 uap the.
rock seanus in ».ufts as dense as those of the. Biitlsii Parslev F.rn
in the. siate ledg.s of the. Lake District. A pecullar featuireàabout it
anid two or tiirce otiier specica of Woe4sia i!' b at tii. stipe is joint-
ed; an inch or so above the base vou vv :1 sec an obscure t ick-
.uiing of t ie. salk - wben the. frouad dies it breaks off at t hi joint.

Just b.iiind t ie. shiore. agood deal iigi.r tlian tblelevel ofthie
lake. the country consists of rocky opeun woods, chidfly poplar and
oak. In thes. wroods 1 found mnuci te interest the. naturalist: the
Fragrant or Canada Sumacii, and on ut, f.edlng on its leaves and
Inreed ng there. large numbmr cf a Chrysamelian beetl.

Bfrplsari - thes ii Steeple B&ushi or r.d spiuaea <S. Ioueosa);
the RdCea (f niperu vwgiuiaua); aise, on the sun-baked
surface of great w.atii.r-worn rocks, the. Sdagùwiio ragwstris: un
tii. siiadrleces cf the. rocks. the. Black Spleenwert aud tuear
kt tii. heautiful Ebony Spl.ewort (Asçpkuiuu piavisu.ro);
this last usually net li the rock ledges. but li stony ground a
ltIe way out fhm the. Black Spl'euwort's favorie liaunt. It
biianucii the. appearance of the. Christmas Fern, but the. frond
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