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young are mude lîtile creatures. having a very faint trace of down

upen the feather tracts. At the end of a week the feathers are

qwite mill grown, and the superciliary stripo begins to show.

After the tenth day orne of the young may oiten be seen lI"ng

out of the nest, but at the toast disturbance retrents to Iower

quarters. At the ago of two, weeks the youmg leave the nest, and

are led to pastures new ; for swtable ims.pcts for their dise have

boom. weiI garnered near home, and they must move te where

theïr food is more plentifui.
Somn momths are devoted to the education of the ycung birds,

who aire shown where te lookc for food. It us interestimg indeed

to follow a family of these featbered mites, observe their moe-

mnots a"d listen te their talk whem they ail alight i the top cf

some spruco or fir tree, and with much twittering search among

the cornes and twîgs. Soon ail are off te anether treo, and the

searchung and jeerirng go on ; unany mnsects, caterpillars and eggs

of vanious irnsecs are taken. Ne doubt, mmny snmii seeds are

aisoecaten. Toward autumu and thromgbomt the winter the birds

are oftom obsorved upon highways searchimg among the oucre-

monts drepped by herses. Orne specimen in the writer's collection

was struck by the foot of a passing herse and killed. When might

cernes cm, a roestirng place is chosen amoog tbuck growm conifers.

Thus the Red-breasted Nuthatches pass the tine, and among

their feathered compamions are others of our hardy ammual aves,

smch as the Black. capped and Hudscnam Chickadees, Golden-

crowned Kinglet and Dowmy Woodpecker, the half.hardy Bown

Creepor and semi-mmrnuai Ruby-crowned Kimglet.

The adults ci the R.d-breasted Nuthatch measure frein four

and one-half te four and ibres quarters inches im lemgth. Of this

tho tait takes eue and ome-haif imcbes aud the bill orne-haIt inch.

The upper parts are leaden bine, brightost in the aduit maIe, who

has a black crowm, with a white stripe over the oye, amd a blâck

stripo through the oye. The under parts art of various shades ef

browmish, being Iigbtest in yeumg birds end richest in aduit maies

Thre wings are fusceus with pal ashy ediugs ; the tail-feathets,

except thc middle pair, black. the lateral, marked with white.
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