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'but immned-iiately madle a second essay to ascend.
This attracted tl>e notice of the hero, who, with re-
gret, saw die spider fali .a second tiine froma the
same eminence. -lt -made a third unsuccessful at-
tern. LNot without a mixture -of.concern and c--
riosity, the inon-arch twelve tirnes béheidthe insect
bafled in its aim-, bat the thirte«enth essay wvas
*crowned with success-it gained the sum-rmit ofthe
henani. The kingr upon thlis, startied f-rom bis couch
and exclaimned, "This despicable insect lias -taught
me perseverance : I wiIl foillow its example. Have
1 flot been twelve times defeated 'by the eriewy%
superior force? oli one fïglit more -han-as the inae-
pendentce of mny country." In a few d-ays his anti-
-cipations were fully reali.zed by the glorious Tresul t
to Scotland of the battie of ÏBannockburn.

BMAS 0F CEIMICALLY DETECTflG «SOME OF VIE

»1. Alum in.Bread

POUla halIf-a-piint of boiling distilled -water upori
;a smallpiece of the suspected bread, pas the liquid
through fltering-paper, and boil it doivn to hiS
its orig'cilnal. bulk in a florence flask.; then add a few
,dlrops of-muriate .of barytes -to.thie liquid thus obtaii-
.ed, and if a white precipitate fali clown, which doeq
nlot appear upon. adding a few droips of pure nitric
acid, the presence of alum imv lIe- inferred. Now
alum is a triple sait, heing a c mpound of sulphuics
acid, alumine, and potash. Iii the processjustien-
tioned the sulphuric acid is the substance detected.
Th1e detection idfthe other ingredients of the alui


