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from the causes rcforred lo, thu work was gene-
raily inferior to previous matehes, and tlu,rc.furc
time-keepers and interested parties were less
on the lovk-vut than they sometimes are ; and
not ca-y to tell where many prizes would be,
hence cliaaces were got, but it was easy to see
that 2 was about fiist, and which, by the evi-
dence of & large group on his land-eud, made
his time widely known, aud that his tiine was
up before he finished.

A mecting of Committee was held, aod not-
withstanding the untowird circumstances, it was
deeided, that he got nothing, being oul of time.”

Rules should be bludm'r, and thuse who in-
fringe them should forfeit all claims, though de-
serving otherwise.  But it is hard to bring ar-
deut competitors or iuterested on-lookers to avoid
doing so0, especially when changes, unreason-
able and different from long established practice
aie iesurted ta.  Avising fromn sueh innovations,
sytibblies and ill-fecliugs may be expected to
o :ur yeatly, as at the late Montreal Match,
where regard to the regulations was partially
exercised and not acted out in every instance,
whicl if they had been so, it is asserted by
some parties that more prizes than that of the
Senior Canadiaus would have changed places.
Butitis hard to know where each prize woukl
have been, if the truth were told in this respect.
But it appears to me that sume of the rules are
illiberal and unreaso.aable, and entirely incon-
sistent with the objects which such competitions
are, in their tinest sense, duosigned to effect.  Is
not the competition in ploughing for the im-
provement of thatart chiefly, and thiough it indi-
rect!y agriculture gencrally? That all the re-
gulati s 2re not subordinate to the chief object,
1 is not hard to perceive, and look liker being
fiamed from sinister motives and a spirvit of strife.
Let us look at one or two. ¢ No plonghman
shall be allowed to mend or arrange his land
with his hands but may stop his horses—keep-
ing his hands on the stilts, however—and make
as long a leg as he chooses to tramp it behind
him: and further, that no person shall be
allowed to aid or instruct, in any shape, the
ploughman after begun.” These rules were
made, I believe, from some of the crack plough-
men, having, last year, arranged the whole
length of a furrow with their hands, and from
some aiding by instructions or otherwise in

Ime-r llw \\o-k s wdl as possible. Now,
while I dou’t like to see any ploughman—{rom
any ez 1sey such as a bad plough or ubstructions
of any kind—in the unavoidable piedicament of
buing obliged, for the sake of his work aund in
justice to the proprietor of the land, to lift and
arrange Lad places in his lot, on the one hand,
and disullowed by a whim of a majority (who
probably know little of such matters practically,
and overlook common sense and justice through
spledn) from making by oll the means in his
power, as good a d'ly’s work as he can ; I say,
in every respeet, it is better to allow the plough-
meun all the rieans they possess of making good
wark, but restrict them fo time, and if the fault
of recourse to dressing it with hands and feet
(which is no fault at all but laudable when
needed) lies in his want of skill in holding or
in trimming of his plough to work it herself,
where there is no obstructions, the fime which
will always sound in his cars while mending
his land, will be the best inceniive to improve
himself in every possible way : for the look of
a professedly and expected extra supeifine da,y’*
job; for the discountenancing of a pernicious
habit, now exploded and obsolete, of leaving
one bad spot to be covered or arranged af er-
wards; and in justice to the proprictor of the
groands; allow, encouiage aud enforce each
and allof the ploughmen to pass none of the woik
unclesed, and he will resort 10 all pussible means
to obviate the necestity of touching it with any-
thing but his favourits implement, especially if
fime haunts or rather Aun!s him. It is said,
«alike for one alike for all,” but except the
circumstances are the same throughout, the
binding of all to one certain rule, is not indivi-
dual justice. Lots are not all alike. One there
is a road in, it ts worst to close, but notwithstand-
ing, were it allowed that hands and feet be used
(in short a little harder work for it just 1. come
this when there is lime) its possessor might rival
or beat his more fortunate neighbour and com-
petitor.  One lot there is not a stone in, and the
plough, if in good trim, will prescrve a steady
onward motion and leave masterly work, if wely
held. While a plough as good and as well
manned, in a stonier lot, cannot make the same
work withthe same ease: in justice this plough-
man must have fair play with his more forta-
nate neighbour, and if among these untoward



