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Very few single yearsof the pas-
sing century thathave transpired will
show on the page of histors a much
brighter record than this. “In this we
do not forget or overlook the earlier
vyears of the same, when Britian and
France were in almost continuous
grapple for the ascendency in
Europe ; nor the invasion of Rus-ia by
Napoleon E; nor the decisive year of
Waterloo that consiened him to his
island retreat; nor the revolutionary
years of France: nor the exciting
seasons in political circles; nor the late
civil war in the United States; each
year of which was tull of agony and
excitement, and challenged the at.
tention of the whole world. For
probably not cne of thoso vears
evolved so much that has had or will
bave a widespread inttuence upon the
%roat future of the world as has either

cer perfected or sct in motion in the
present.

And it i3 of no small moment to us
in looking over the events of the
closing year that nearly all the azita-
tion bas been in or among the British,
American, and German nationalities,
peopk:s of cognate blood, similar in
origial thougzht, and similar in tke
general ideas of civiiization ; each
with an enviable past history to be
proud of, and with ;s glorious future
t0 be lookedl forward to with anima-
tion and national pride. The rapid
development of the other nations and
principalities has gone on quietly hut
Ero})ably not less surely 1 and bar

arism has geld its sway and its peace,
while waiting for the word from the
fist named races. The heart of
Europe—Germany—with its  right
arm 1n Great Bntain, and its right
band in the United States of America
and the British Provinces will soon
in the upauimity of their action indi-
cate to the whole world its true line of
progress.
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In the Empire of Great Britain in-
cluding its dependencies there has
been no lack o' public commotions,
thouuh noue of so serious a naure as
to threaten certain war, or even
respectable anarchy.  The terrible
afiliction of a short crop of rice in cer
tuin districts of India, particularly in
Benmal, the most populous section of
the rice cating population, has result
ed in wide spread famine. ilow
many poor creatures will go down to
the orave from this sad coudition of
things will probably never be known,
but from the tremendous density of
population there, it i3 feared that mil-
lions will succumb before reliet can
be obiained.  Thissad calamity has
not occurred in that country on so
extensive a scale since about a bun-
dred years ago.  As it is the result
i par¢ of superstitious vencration for
thie unwise customs of the natives as

" to food, it may reasonably be hoped

that the dispensation of sorrow will
lead them to new views of life, and a
change in the habits of the people.
Butotherwisé there has been peace
and prosperity in British [ndia and in
all the other provinces under ber
sway inthe ast. In our American
L'rovinces there bas been a speck of
war arising from the malicious inva-
sionot a setof wicked or crazy fellows
of Irish blood. calling themselves Fe-
nians, and pretending that they are
seckiny the iberation of Iveland from
Brizish'sway.  llow ihey are to do
this by murdering the peaceful peo-
ple of the P'rovinces passes a wise
man's cowprehension. It looks kike
one of the tanous Irish bulls we read
ot. It certnnly illustrates their faults
in the old saying thay “the lopzest
way round is the shortest way honte;”
and a tew of the invaders realized the
truth of' the adaze, for they found
themselves soon =t bome in'the jail,
and perhaps will not escape going to
a longer home. The machinations



