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ed, along with which aloneit is of any
avail, or for any saving or practical pur-
pose. When the two are combined,when
we believe with the heart, then we be-
lieve savingly, then our faith will ve ac-
companied by works, then we shall be a-

le to shew our faith by eur works, and
we shall obtain peace in the very act of
belioving : “ Being justified by faith, we
have peace with God.” This is the faith,
through which, as a means or instrument,
we are saved: ¢ By grace are ye saved
tArough faith.” 1t is but an instrument :
it has been called & condition. But it is
& condition in the same sense that, tolay
hold of, or employ, in any circumstances
of emergency, or danger, the means pro-
vided for our satety, is a condition of our
safety in that emergency It is nothing
mdre than trusting to that gracious help-
er who has imdertaken our cause, and i3
abie to carry it successfully over every
opposing inflaence or difficulty : it 1s
committirg our cause to him, knowing
that he is able to' maintain it against eve-
ry adversary. It is a condition asitisa
condition, that the helpless mendicant be-
lieve that there is provision for him in a
Aeighbour’s house, if he will go for it;
that the sick man believe there is skill
with a cértain physiciam; if he will apply
to him, ¢f virtue in a certain medicine,
if he will usk it ; or that the priscner be-
lieve that his prisort doors are open and
he may go free. It is the manslayer be-
taking himself to'a city of refuge: it iy
ths stung Israclite lifting his eye to the
serpent on the pole.

f such’ then be faith, you can’ easily
percéive that it is * not of our-
selves, but is the gifvof God.” This state-
thewt is dquivalent to the view presinted
in othér passages of sacred writ. After
Peter’s memorable confesslotr; and that
confessioh, you'will observe, amounted to
nothing mote than this—* thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God”—Christ
says to Him: ¢ Blessed art thou Simon,
Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not re-
veaied it unto thee, but my Father which
35 in Heaven”. It will be admitted it is
by faith that we come to Christ; anc yet
€hrist says—* No man can comie into
the except the Father which hath sent
me, ‘draw him”. «Itis written in the
Prophets—and they shail be all taught of
God. Every man therefore that hath
heard,; and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto me”. And that, coming o
€hrist is just believing in him, appears
from the words of Christ which follow
those just quoted :  But there are some
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of you that believe not. For Jesus knew
from the beginnimg who they were that
beliered not, and who should be.ray him,
And he said, Therefore said I unto you,
that no man can come unto me, exceptir
were given to him of my Father”. [n.
to you, it is given,” says the apostle in the
Epistle to the Philippians, “in the behalt
of Christ, not only to belicve on him, but
to suffer for hissake.” In the very «:hap-
ter in which the words prefixed 10
these remarks occur, the apostle says.
“ for we are his workmanship, cre-
ated in Christ Jesus unto good works,”
and the initial part, the commencement
of that work, is faith  Faith 1s the toun.
dation of that building which isto be
reared to the eternal glory and praise
of God: it is the first stroke in the pro-
duction of that imaze which is to be 1e-
newed in the soul, in knowledze and
righteousness and true holiness. In the
preceding chapter, accordingly, the
apostle speaks of « the exceed-
ing greatness of God’s power to us-ward
who believe according to the working of
his mighty pcwer”. It isthe work, or
workmanship, of God, because even faith,
which is the first part of that work, is not
believing in the ordinary sense of the
term, but believing unto salvation.

The apostle thus takes away the last
remnant of apology for boasting in the
matter of salvation; for not only is the
way of salvation of the free grace of
God, but the very faith by which we lay
hold of the salvation which has been pro-
vided, the very act of the mind by which
we embrace or appropriate the salvarion
of Chrisr, is 1he gift, or of the operation,
of God. ¢ Where isboasting ? Itisex-
cluded. By what law? Of works?—
Nay, but by the law of faith” From
first to last, the work is of God. The
salvation is provided by God, and ihe
very disposition which embraces the sal-
vation is the gift of God. ¢ We are his
workmanship”. Our state by nature is
such, sin has so affected us, that we are
iusensible of our very danger, unconsci-
ous of our very guilt, or of what that real-
ly amounts to ; and we can never there-
fore apply t6 Christ as 1 Saviour, till Ged
works in us faith, il the spirit convinces
of sin, and ¢ persuades and enables usto
embrace Chrisr, as he is freely offered to
us in the gospel”. We must beware
of being deceived by a faith which is
merely of our own exercise. We
can no more believe of ourselves, that
We can exercise any part of the divine
life; and that, we Know, is in whole as




