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CORITICAL NOTES,

No one who desires to gain un intellig :nt idea of
Solomon’s life and times should fai] to rewd every
verse of the first cleven chapters of this book, as
well as the paralle] Passages in Necond Chronicles,
Be sure, theref ¢, to read the preceding chupter
before commencing the study of this lesson,

Verse 5. Gibeon, T)is wus the chief city of
the Hivites, situated about six miles northwest of
Jerusalem.  “I'he deceit practiced by the Gibeonites
upon Joshua is well known to every Bible student
(Josh. 9. 4, #.). When the land was divided among
the tribes Gibeon fell to the Benjaminites, It is
very probuble that Gibeon had o sanctuary from
very ancient times, According to the purallel ye-
countin 2 Chron, 1. 1-6, we find that the tabernacle
und the brazen altay were at Gibeon, though the
ark was at Jerusalem, Zudok, a grent friend of
the young king, might have influenced him to have
these solemn serviees at the sunctuary where he

ted as high priest, The Lord appeared to
Solomon,  The sucrifice of athousand burng offer-
ings must have produced a gregg impression upon
the people, for it at onee illustrated the religious
character as well us the magnificence of the new
king. This act showed his fuith in God and de-
pendence upon him, and must have been cspecially
pleasing to the priests, In adream. God often
revealed his will by means of visions and dreams
(Gen, 20, 8; 31,10, 7., 41, 25, Compare also Num,,
12,651 Sam, 28, 6,15; Matt. 1. 20, and ety 16, 9),
Though it was customary at one time for the Al-
fighty to communicate with men througl dreg,
tioone has the right nowaduys for expeeting
divine revelation in this manner.  And yet us greqt
duan as Franklin believed that he was superngt-
urally warned in dreams, Ask what T shal
give thee, Men generally ask for wiut they most
desire, but God gives those things which will do
the most g Our Father in heaven still says to
every one of his children, “Ask, and it shall he
given you.”  Blossed is he who will ask for God's

inee, and who will fieeept it when it comes, no
ttter in what form,

6. Thou hast showed unto thy servant
David great Kindness.  Solonion rec
the hand of God in the affuirs of Dyvid,
his prayer in grateful acknowledgment of having

ha pious father, According as he walked |
before thee jn truthe  God cannot hjess those |
Who disregard the truth, David was not g perfeet |

man, nevertheless the mainspring of a1l s thoughts
ud actions wag toward the right and good. Let
"0 one judge David in the light of the Just hult
of the nineteenth century, but rather by the stund-
and of morality in his day. Had David bec noa
better 1yun God could have given him greater
blessi Thou hast given him a son to sit
o0 his throne, T, have an heir to inherit one's

Possessions and to perpetuate the fumily name was,
in the East, deemed i great blessing and o marked
token of God's favor.  David had been sorely
afflicted in his children, Ammon, having dishon-
ored iy sister, wus killed by her brother, Alsg-
lom in his turn was killed by Joah, Adonijah at
the very last proclaimed himself king contrary to
David's will, How terribly fulfilled wys the sen-
tence pronounced by Nathan: ¢7), sword shall
never depart,” cte, (See 2 Sam, 19, 10, 1)

7. And now, O Lord my God, thou
hast made thy servant king, Ie has no
doubt us to his divine appointment. God w1i]l
*riseth up one and putteth down another,”  [lo
has a plan and o place for everyone; blessed is ho
who is conscious of following Gud’s plan, I am
but a little child, The Hebrew word rendered
fehild " in thiy place does not help us in fixing the
e of Solomon, since it js used of tender infants,
of youths as well gy of adults, and even old people,
e was probably between o hteen and twenty-
two, though Josephus suys fourteen, [In chapter
11. 4, we read that Solomon was old, but in verse 42
of the sume chapter that he ruled forty years. Thus
the chronological references to Solomon are few and
indefinite, To EO out or come in, T}« isa
chrrent phrase for attending to one’s duties in
everyday life, (See Num. 27, 17; Josh, 14, 11;
1 8am, 18, 13, and often,)

8. A great People that cannot be nime
bered. Tiis cannet be taken literally. 1 simply

uns that he ruled over g very lurge number of
subjeets, e doubtless hud in mind the promises
made to Abraham (G 0. 13. 16 and 15, 5), For
the population of Isryel and Judah, when the census
was tuken by Danicl through Joab, see 2 Sum. 29, 4,
and 1 Chron, 21, 5, 6, Such an exaggcrated w ay of
*peaking was common to all people,

9. An mnl(-r%lnnding heart, Literally, ¢4
heart of hiearing,” a heart which listens to w isdom

| and knowledge (2 Chron, 1. 10), The eptuagint

paraphrases thus: + A heart to hear and Jjudge thy
people in rightcousness,” To judge thy people,
He did not dexire w isdom for his own glorification,
but in order to administer the duties of a king in
such a way that the nation under God's blossiy ¢
could prosper, [In carly times the king als

Judge, the supreme court of the state (1 Bam. 8. 5,
20, See also the verses immediately follow ing this
lesson), Discern between good and evil, >,
man can do this successfully without the uig of'
God’s Holy Spirit, and no one needs such aid more
than he who rules over others and has to decide
controversies between those under him, How many
good men with poor judgment have been made
the mere tools of the erafty and cunning flutterer !
Great people, ') word rendered “great" in this
place is us ually translated, as in the murgin of the
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