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-TEE, Editor of the S&lwol Moderator is iiot far astrÉay
when lie says, IlIf your pupils have not memorized some
good selections of literature this year, fret at it at once. No
matter wliat grade you may be teaching, yoit should be
ashamed to confess negligence in this p.articular." And
the Prhnary Teaciter lias the same ideza iii view when it re-
marks, IlMemorizing the best thinigs in literature is a
feature of moderni sehool work, the importance of which
eau be hardly overestimated. Iu this coiinection a ièw
things arc- to, be kept in mind: The selections sliould have
literary menit; should be adapted to the maturity of the
child; sliouid be suggestive or lielpfuil iii connection. with
langruage work, or nature w-ork wlienever practicable."

-SPEAxiCNG of the importaut miatter of parental respon-
sibility, the Teachier speaks out its mùnd in such plain
terms that what it says is well worthy of repetition, being
uot without application as regards our owu country.

"The public miud is mucli interested iii th-. iatter of
compulsory education. It has taken deep root, and in our
opinion xviii continue to grrow until all the States xviii have
establislied the neeessary ruies and recguiations under which

-.every child wiil be compelled to learn to read. While the
method of enforcing the law xnay se,,em to some unnecessa-
rily rigrid, and may provoke mucli criticism, yet the purpose
of the law is iiever condemued. As a.resuit, the percentage
of iiliteracy will continue lienceforth to dimù.iiish year by
year. The resident youth will speedily know. The supply
of the foreign article will be prohibited. The* illiterate
aduits will be the only ones left to 'rex the pride, of the
State.

"Tlie reason, for the p)assage of such lawà is iiot to be
found ini State pride or the Iow percentage11 of iiiiteracy, not
in any desire ou the part of the State to improve the social
condition and increase the liappiiness of its citizens, but
solely that the State itseif shall be strengthteed ini and by
the intelligence of its people.

"The people should understand that the force idea iu these
laws, w'hether enacted or suggcested, has its oniy basis ini
this idea, that the State is stronger in ail lines of develop-
ment bv the amount of inte ligtence in ils people. Igno-
rance lias many children, and thev are ail disreputable. N'ot
one of thein adds to the strengthi of the State. Shall the
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