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VEHREE MONTBS' WORK AMONG P1LGRIMS IN TUE
HOLY LAND.

The following is a report of the experiences of Mr. W. Lethaby,.who was
engaged during the spring in distributing Soriptures aniong the pigrin2s of
many nations fiocking téo the Holy Land:

'"1With oxie prelitninary sentence of heartiest gratitude to, God for having
been permitted to share in the work of Bible distribution among the Pilgriws,
and for health and strength and a measuro of grace :n its execution, I wouidj
proceed to, details of the commencement, progress, and close of that work
during the spring of 1884.

"On Saturday, February 16, the Rev. J. R. L. Hall informed me of t'he
Rev. T. WVolters' wish 'with respect Io myseif ; and on Wednesday following
1 had r-2acied Jerusalera and received froin him instructions te, engage for
three months in the gratuitous ..istribution, to, the pilgrims visiting the Roly
Places, oif a Gospel to*each as fi r as might be acceptable and desirable, and
also to seli to those who wishied it a single copy, in plain binding, cf the
sacred volume at.half*price ; it being aise requested that a record be kept cf
all that was donc, for satisfaction in the present and guidance in the future.

"lOn the same day 1 drew frein the ]Bible Pepot in Jerusalein My fiast
supply cf Gospels in six languages-Arabie, Armenian, Armeno-Turkish,
Modern.Greek, Greco-Turkislh and Jlussan; subsequently I made the ac-
qulaintance cf some Abyssinians, and have been able te circulate among them
a few Amharic, Portions aise, which « ad been on the shelves fer years. It
was net witbout soine trepidation that I first accosted a.Russian pilgrini, and
asked if ho would please read te me Matthew xi. 28. Finding lie could do it,
I knew that I was qiiite safe in My first presentation, and se My work was
begun. At the latter end cf February comparatively few pilgrims ha&l ar-
rived ; but their paucity allcwed cf the individual and isolated action, which
has been almost always preferable. Thus on one cf my firat days a1tussian

fand hie wife were very grateful recipients, and evidently told others cf My
Iobjeet. By the end cf the xnonth I had found that the Temb cf the 'Virgin
was one principal gathering-place for pilgrrixs, and scattering place for a dis-jtributor ; but 1 aise, realized afterwards that the turne cf their greatest nui-
bers was net that cf my greatest success, as aniongst a dozen or more there
would probably be one emissary of cvii, whe would declaim against the
Gospel as Protestant book~s, and se doter others frein acceptina thein, if even
hie or she did net cause the destruction cf a copy or copies (though this end
was vcry rarely attained). 1 therefore feund by oxperience that the Mostj
satisfactorv rnethod was to watch frein a distance until larger groups were
broken up, and se te personally address haif a score ratier thin, get rid cf

Itweuty copies te as many people.
"lOn the hast day cf February 1 gave away te those returning frein the Tomb

cf the Virgin a large number, but on -the next day, preparing for the same
course, lenrned the lesson as te crowde te which I have referred. Yot during
the carly days of March, Armenians generaily were disposed te receive. [n
one case I regret te say, a priest came te a man, asked for the ' St. Jolin'I had
just givon hum, and te, hie evident regret, tore it up before his eyes. This
was the firat case cf destruction 1 had seen, and I was qixite able te niake humi
and the bystanders understand that another Eye obscrved thc deed. But. it
was on Mfarch 13 that the greatest ' scene' occurred. 1 had been distributing

joutaide St. Stephien's Gate te, Russians and Armenians for some tino, when
a couple cf ecciesiasticai stripiings cf the latter church came along and de-

jclaimed te some Russian womnen that tue bocks were Pr~otestant and deviiish.
For a minute or two their tale was disbelievedl, but one being snatehedl froxu
a womnen's hand it was tomn up at once, and thlon more than one folewed the
bad example. 1, cf course, at once refrained frein giving te any extent under

such circuinstances, but stood my ground, simpiy prciaiming and reiterating


