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i3abylon, with the purpope of. exploring the grouud for Bible work. Suffice
it if 1 siay at preseut that iny journey resuilted in sonding to those places col-
porteurs, and the Lord has been with thern to such. an -extent tiiat they sold
almost ail the books they hiad taken tliere, and have sine repeated the circuit
with similar resuits.

In closing, let nme repeat whist I wrote a few months ago to the Rev. W.
Gray, of the Clurch Missionary Society (for it is equally true of both Srci-

eties), on the importance of Baghdad as a station. Reniember that by estab-
lishing your work here in B3aghdad you are workitng '-r the entire Orient-
India included. One of thne mollahis of ICezenisin, a suourb of l3aghdad,with
a population of about 20,000, told mie that to that place corne annually up-
wards of 25,000 Shiahs froni India .ând, the Persian Gulf. It le estiuisted
that Kazemain lias about 5,000 visitors daily. And let nme tell you without
bosting, that I was the first who ever sold a Bible in thiat place. No col-
porteur had ever ventured over the bridge-Kazeniain is on the other side of
the Tigris-before I carne, but now that place ie visited weekly, and almost each
tie the Lord opens the hands of Borne of thern to, buy a Bible or a Gospel;Iand may we ixot *1 ipe that with their hands the Lord will also open their eyes
and hesrt ?

If any work is to be done here or anywhere it miust be done thirougli the
Bible-the Bible, and again the Bible. And aithougli we niay not now be per-
rnitted to see the actual results achievod by its dissemination, yet, nevorthe-
less, the tixue will corne, and will soon corne, when the propheoy of Issiali
will be fulfilled-

"'The wilderncss snd the solitary places shall be glad,
The desert shall rejoice, snd blossoma as the rose!
For they shall see the glory of the Lord,They shall see the excellency of our God."

May the Lord be with your work at homne, and niay He be with it abroad!
-B. d- '. Bible 2ocy. Reparter.

EXTRACTS FROM TEE LAST ANNUAL REPORT 0F TE
PARENT SOCIETY.

CHINA.

No subjeot lias engsged a larger share of the attention of your Comrnittee
during, the past year than the developrnent of their work in China. For a
considerable trie there have been such. unniistakable indications of willing-

ss aud even desire on the part of the people to hear and read about te
Gospel, that the Oommnittee felt they would be faithss and negâigeut if,
hsving thre Ineans liberally placed at their disposai, they did not bolffly go
forward sud rernodel their organization in China on a scale that miglit serve
the wsuts of years to corne.%

A4 visit to, this country psid by Mr. Samuel Dyer, their Agent at Shanghai,
oflèred a favourable opportunity for conference; sud advice was souglit frorn
several emnent niasionaries who happened to be ýan Englsnd. The result was
a hesrty and unanirnous vote to create tirree distinct Agencies for North China,
Mid. and Soùth China respectively, and to engage, aEuropean bead o3lpor-
teur for eacli of thre eighteen provinces, to travel with tire native colpoiteurs
and siiperintend their movenrents. Que honoured friend, wlio takes the
deepeat interest lu Chinu, h,,u. given substantial, token of pleasuve at thia
forward niovernent by adding to large gif te previously inade a thau1k-offeringIof £2,000 for colportage in that land.
jBut while a aociety ma.y set up :machiueryý sud men rnay look on with ap-

proval it la only a divine Hlaud that cau give it the pulse of 111e and ensileit to do good and abiding work. To what purpose, t nray be asked, ei these


