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At the beginning of this century ilt is said that the Bible, or portions of
it, liad been publishced in about fif ty languages, nmoscly Buropean. The nuas-

Iber is nnv reported to have incrcased. to about 800 languaý;es or dialecte, the
250 increase being for foreign mission fields.

The iirst report of the British and Foreign Bible Society in 1808 shiowed
an issue of 81,500 Bibles and Testaments, of wlxiclî 16,1500 nere of the Old,
and 65,000 of the NTew Testament and portions. For the last tive years the
issues of the Bible ini -%vloIe or parts by this society hlave averaged 4,000,000
cûpies year]y, and 120,000,000 volumes have been issued iii the 85 years of
its organization ; about ouie-haîf the issues now are circulated in mission
lands thirough the efforts of about 600 colporteurs and agente. These often
piecedle and prepare the wvay for the living missionai-y.

The American Bible Soeiety in its first annual report in 1817 shcwied an
iissue of 6,450 complete Bibles, whicli lias incrcased yearly until it lias reached
tan average for the past ten years cf 1,440,000 copies yearly, of which over
500,000 volumes annually are circulated in mission fields; in this work about
400 colporteurs are employed.

These issues, ivith those reported by other societies, show an annual
circulation cf the Blible, in whlole or in portions, of about 6,000,000 volumes,
and an entire issue for 85 years cf 214,0)00,000 volumes. The issue of
6,M<0,000 volumes for 1888 is believed to be more thian the on tire issue cf
the .3criptures in ail the centuries previcus to 1800. In this work the twoJsocioties named have expended. over $60,000,000.JIn view cf such a wonderful increase of Bible circulation, we may well
cali this tie great Bible and missionary century of the -ivorld's history. As
it wvae about twenty years before the tirst mnissionaries leuruîe a forcigli Ian-
guage, s0 as to make a translation cf the Bible, no great increas-o appeared
until after 1830, while more tlîaî one-hlf cf the 214,000,000 copies shown
hli our statistics, and cf tho translations and circulation, were tie %vork of thîe
past tweuêr- 6ve years.

It les net toc niut:h to say that tlîc 250 tran rslations ecd represents an
'anîcunt of patient heroisin seîf-denial anîd scholarship that are wortliy of an
hoîîuurablc place iii the world's history. In over U00 languages the Bible
now reaches ncarly ail the known counitrios cf the world. Asia gets a goodly
portion cf the circulation ; nearly 500,0010 volumes cf the Bible, in wlîole or
'n its parts, were scattcrcd amoug the 350,000,000 cf Ohinese for 1888. 0f
otîmer couîîtries a circulation cf over 30U.000 ie reenrted for India, 760,01)0 in
Jixpan, 13,900 in Persia, 11,500 in Ccyl<in, 37,000 iii tlîe Malayan Islanîds,
6,000 iu Syi ia, 18,000 ln Liberia, 800 000 volumes lunibissia, 125,000 in Tur-
kcey, 7,750 i Grecce, 187,00> i Italy.
* At Milan, lu Italy, an Itailian publisher lias begun the publication cf the

Bible iii numibers at one cent cach, cf whicli 50,000 copies were sold the first

Inl Africa, Algiers aud Tunis get 7,750 volumes, Egypt 80,500, Mada-
gascar 20,000. 0f tho more than thirty translations into the ]amîguages cf

*Africa, and tlîroughi tlîe rany agencies cf eastern, western and southern por-
tions, rnany other tlîousands are circulated, but the statisties arc net e.my to,
colleot.
*,~ In Northi and South Aiverica, lâexico lims had 120,000 volumes in the
past twcenty years ; aumd'& ior 1888, Brazil received 28,000, Peru 8,000, auid
otlher portion2 cf South Amnerica over 715,000 copies, cf wlîich tile Argentine
Repubio received 32,300 volumies. Agencies in Central Amnericai among the
Indiaus, and in the West Indice, caîl for mny thousands more. A1s the
Bible is traiislated luit, twenty-two lauguages for the Pacifie Ifslandls, rnany


